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Still  Another 
Anti-Gay  Show? 


‘Jailhouse  Lawyer’ 
May  Leave 
Leavenworth 


By  Michael  Glover 

BOSTON  —  “CBS’s  ‘Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics’  was 
enough,”  say  members  of 
Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media 
Advocates  (LAGMA),  upon 
learning  of  yet  another  Saturday 
night  special,  this  time  on  NBC. 

“Gay  Gentrification,”  a 
12-minute  segment  of  Tom 
Snyder’s  “Prime  Time 
Saturday,”  will  be  shown  on 
Saturday,  May  17,  at  10  p.m. 
E.D.T.  An  NBC  program 
supplement  says  the  broadcast 
describes  the  “battle”  for  land 
between  poor  blacks  and 
Hispanics  and  wealthy  gay  men  in 
San  Francisco. 


Compiled  by  Lisa  Nussbaum 

LOS  ANGELES  —  In  a  two- 
pronged  effort  to  win  permanent 
resident  status  in  the  United 
States,  an  Australian  who  married 
another  man  in  1975  has  filed  a 
suit  in  federal  court  against  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  (INS)  and  submitted  an 
application  to  INS  for  permanent 
suspension  of  deportation. 

Anthony  Sullivan  first  entered 
the  United  States  in  1971  on  a 
multiple  entry  tourist  visa,  when 
he  met  Richard  Adams.  Sullivan 
returned  in  1972.  “For  years  I 
crossed  over  into  Mexico  and  back 
to  get  extensions  on  my  visa,” 
Sullivan  told  GCN. 

In  April  of  1975,  Anthony 
Sullivan  and  Richard  Adams 
obtained  a  valid  marriage  license 
from  the  county  clerk’s  office  in 
Boulder,  Colorado;  whereupon 
Adams  petitioned  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  service  to  confer  Preferential 
Resident  Alien  Status  on  Sullivan 
as  the  spouse  of  a  U.S.  citizen. 
(And  while  the  county  clerk’s 
office  stopped  issuing  licenses  to 
gay  couples  days  later,  the  state 
attorney  general  declared  the 
marriages  invalid  in  an  informal 
legal  opinion  since  they  were  not 
between  a  man  and  a  woman.) 

“The  Immigration  Service 
denied  the  petition  November  24, 
1975,  after  it  had  wended  its  way 
through  the  bureaucracy,”  said 
David  M.  Brown,  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
lawyer  who  took  on  Sullivan’s 
case  as  part  of  ACLU’s  gay  rights 
docket.  The  INS’s  statement  of 
denial  cast  doubt  on  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  the  marriage  between 
Sullivan  and  Adams  and  read  in 
part:  “You  have  failed  to  estab¬ 
lish  that  a  bona  fide  marital  rela¬ 
tionship  can  exist  between  two 
faggots.” 

Numerous  state  and  city  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  Congresspeople, 
Bella  Abzug  and  Alan  Cranston 
among  them,  raised  a  loud  public 
outcry  on  the  heels  of  this  deci¬ 
sion,  Sullivan  said.  This  outcry 
prompted  INS  to  withdraw  the 
decision  and  release  a  second  one 
again  denying  the  petition  in  early 
December,  a  decision  equally 
offensive  as  the  first  one,  at  least 
to  feminists,  he  continued.  The 
second  decision  maintained:  “One 
of  the  parties  to  this  union  may 
function  as  a  female  in  other  rela¬ 
tionships  and  situations,  but 
cannot  function  as  a  wife  by 
assuming  female  duties  and  obli¬ 
gations  inherent  in  the  marital 
relationship.  A  union  of  this  sort 
was  never  intended  by  Congress  to 
form  the  basis  of  a  visa  petition.” 


Announcement  of  the  broad¬ 
cast  brought  a  swift  reaction  from 
LAGMA,  which  pointed  out  that 
“gentrification  is  not  a  gay  issue 
—  but  it  is  being  touted  as  such  — 
at  our  expense.” 

The  program  “once  again  iden¬ 
tifies  gay  power  as  intimidation  by 
white,  affluent  males,”  LAGMA 
said.  “The  result  seems  to 
segregate  gays  as  a  separate  and 
‘privileged’  minority,  intent  on 
pushing  out  the  ‘real’  minorities: 
blacks,  Hispanics,  and  the  poor 
(heterosexuality  implied!).” 

LAGMA  urges  all  lesbians  and 
gay  men  to  view  the  program  and 
respond  by  telephone  and  mail  to 
their  local  NBC  affiliate  and  to 


After  Sullivan  lost  a  suit  in  Los 
Angeles  district  court  to  overturn 
the  denial,  his  attorney  brought 
suit  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  9th  District,  Brown  said. 

The  suit  charges  that  refusal  to 
legally  recognize  the  marriage 
constitutes  denial  of  equal  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  law,  Brown 
explained.  “The  Immigration  Ser¬ 
vice  must  grant  the  same  rights  to 
gay  people  as  to  straight  people  in 
marriage,”  he  asserted.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Brown,  equal  protection 
rests  on  the  premise  that  gov¬ 
ernment  has  to  have  some  good 
reason  for  denying  a  privilege  or 
burden  to  one  class  of  citizens. 
Government  cannot  do  so  arbi¬ 
trarily,  he  said. 

Brown  raised  the  question  of 
whether  government  can  docu¬ 
ment  any  good  reason  why  two 
men  or  two  women  cannot  marry. 
Since  no  sensible  answer  has  yet 
been  made  to  that  question,  he 
said,  denial  of  Sullivan’s  petition 
on  the  grounds  of  his  marriage  to 
Adams  amounts  to  deprivation  of 
equal  protection. 

Brown  emphasized  that  the  case 
“is  not  about  whether  marriage  as 
an  institution  is  good  or  bad,  but 
that  the  marriage  contract  confers 
benefits  and  burdens  only  on  het¬ 
erosexual  couples.”  Since  homo¬ 
sexual  couples  cannot  likewise 
claim  title  to  these  benefits  and 
burdens,  he  contended,  gay  peo¬ 
ple  suffer  arbitrary  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

INS  began  deportation  hearings 
against  Sullivan  in  1975.  But  the 
file  on  his  deportation  lay 
dormant  while  Sullivan  proceeded 
with  his  petition  for  permanent 
resident  status,  Brown  said.  INS 
rediscovered  the  file  when  Brown 
brought  suit  in  the  Federal  Court 
of  Appeals.  At  an  April  21,  1980 
hearing  before  an  immigration  law 
judge  Sullivan  requested  perma¬ 
nent  suspension  of  deportation 
based  on  hardship.  Since  Sullivan 
has  been  in  this  country  for  over 
seven  years,  he  is  permitted  to  file 
what  is  known  as  a  discretionary 
application  for  suspension  of 
deportation;  despite  a  legal  right 
to  remain,  he  can  ask  for  the  INS 
to  consider  his  case  and  per¬ 
manently  suspend  deportation, 
Brown  explained. 

Evidence  upholding  hardship 
concerning  the  application  is  two¬ 
fold,  Brown  said.  First, 
“Sullivan’s  deportation  would 
cause  hardship  on  Richard 
Adams,  since  their  love  rela¬ 
tionship  is  bona  fide  and  long¬ 
term,”  he  said.  Second,  Brown 
stated,  hardship  would  befall 
Sullivan  since,  after  being  in  the 


the  NBC  national  offices.  In 
Boston  contact  WBZ-4,  1170 
Soldiers  Field  Road,  Brighton, 
MA  02135,  (617)  787-7000. 

Contact  the  national  offices  at 
NBC,  Audience  Services  Depart¬ 
ment,  30  Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York,  NY  10020,  (212)  664-4444. 

To  document  reactions  to  the 
program,  LAGMA  asks  that 
copies  of  all  correspondence  be 
sent  to  LAGMA,  c/o  GCN. 


U.S.  for  the  better  part  of  nine 
years,  his  family  and  friends  have 
disowned  him,  he  has  no  prospect 
of  employment  in  Australia,  and 
he’s  become  an  asset  to  the  Los 
Angeles  gay  community.  This  dis¬ 
cretionary  application,  now  “in 
submission,”  awaits  a  ruling  from 
the  immigration  law  judge,  he 
continued  on  page  7 


Compiled  by  Fran  Koski 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Sum¬ 
mary  judgment  was  granted  April 
22  against  Oliver  Sipple  in  the  in- 
vasion-of-privacy  suit  he  brought 
nearly  five  years  ago  against  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  and 
other  newspapers  for  having 
revealed  his  sexual  orientation. 
The  ex-Marine  saved  Gerald 
Ford  from  an  assassination 
attempt  in  September  1975.  Sipple 
was  asking  for  $15  million  in  com¬ 
pensation  for  his  abandonment  by 
his  family,  who  learned  he  was  gay 
by  reading  newspaper  accounts. 

Although  no  formal  opinion 
accompanied  San  Francisco 
Superior  Court  Judge  Ira  Brown’s 
order,  Chronicle  lawyer  Neil 
Shapiro  told  Gay  Community 
News  that  Brown  was  probably 
persuaded  by  the  Chronicle’s 
argument  that  Sipple’s  gayness 
was  not  a  “private  fact.”  Sipple, 
according  to  Shapiro,  “had  voli- 


Compiled  by  David  Morris 

FT.  LEAVENWORTH,  KS  — 
Russell  Smith,  the  gay  man  who 
three  years  ago  initiated  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  lawsuit 
filed  so  far  from  within  the  pris¬ 
ons  challenging  the  official  policy 
of  excluding  gay  literature  from 
U.S.  penal  institutions,  may  soon 
be  released  from  Leavenworth, 
where  he  has  been  in  solitary  con¬ 
finement  for  the  past  six  months. 

No  final  judgment  has  been 
e  ulered  in  the  Smith  suit,  which 
claims  the  policy  infringes  on  the 
First  Amendment  rights  of  gay 
I  risoners.  A  similar  suit  filed  the 
same  year  by  Gay  Community 
News,  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  off  our  backs  collective 
and  the  publishers  of  Join  Hands, 
a  newsletter  for  gay  prisoners,  is 
also  pending;  this  suit  has  already 
resulted  in  a  pledge  by  Norman 
Carlson,  director  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Prisons,  to  Rep.  Robert 
Kastenmeier  of  a  Congressional 
Justice  Subcommittee  to  lift  the 
ban  on  gay  publications  which  are 
“non-pornographic  in  content 
and  otherwise  do  not  jeopardize 


tionally  allowed  hundreds  if  not 
thousands  of  people”  in  three 
different  states  and  in  Sipple’s 
home  town  of  Detroit  know  of  his 
sexual  orientation.  A  gay  activist, 
Sipple  had  marched  in  gay  pride 
parades  and  was  “  ‘out’  enough 
that  he  couldn’t  claim  this  was 
private.” 

Shapiro  added,  “You  can’t 
fault  a  newspaper  for  making 
more  public  what  is  already 
public.” 

Another  issue  in  the  case, 
though  not  as  decisive  according 
to  Shapiro,  was  the  “newsworthi¬ 
ness”  of  Sipple’s  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  Shapiro  argued  in  court  that 
“the  event  propelling  Sipple  into 
the  public  eye  —  the  assassination 
attempt  —  was  newsworthy”  and 
the  reason  Sipple’s  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  was  newsworthy  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  that  event  was  the  gay 
activism  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
time. 

“Here  is  this  fairly  large  ex- 


the  orderly  running  of  the 
institutions”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7, 
No.  37). 

In  contrast,  Russell  Smith’s  suit 
may  have  resulted  in  the  addition¬ 
al  three-year  sentence  for  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  murder  that 
he  is  now  serving.  According  to 
the  St.  Louis,  MO  -based  Inter¬ 
national  Committee  to  Free 
Russell  Smith,  authorities  brought 
the  assault  charges  against  Smith 
soon  after  he  filed  his  lawsuit 
despite  indicating  earlier  they 
would  not  do  so.  The  charges 
resulted  from  an  incident  in  which 
Smith  attempted  to  defend  him¬ 
self  against  a  sexual  assault  by 
another  prisoner. 

When  the  assault  charges  were 
brought  against  him,  Smith  was 
released  from  federal  jurisdiction 
and  flown  to  the  Los  Angeles 
County  jail  to  await  trial.  Since  he 
was  no  longer  technically  a  federal 
prisoner,  the  lawsuit  was  consid¬ 
ered  moot  and  was  delayed  for 
two  years. 

At  his  trial,  Smith  said  of  the 
man  he  had  defended  himself 
continued  on  page  3 


Marine  who  does  a  courageous 
act,  breaking  the  stereotype”  that 
gay  men  are  sissies,  Shapiro  told 
GCN.  The  day  after  Sipple’s  hero¬ 
ism,  the  late  Harvey  Milk  called 
San  Francisco  columnist  Herb 
Caen  to  report  Sipple  was  gay, 
that  the  gay  community  was 
proud  of  him,  and  that  “maybe 
this  will  break  the  stereotype.” 

According  to  a  story  in  the 
April  24  San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
Sipple  argued  unsuccessfully 
through  his  attorney  John  Wahl 
that  his  gayness  was  not  news¬ 
worthy  and  that  it  is  a  “deplorable 
situation  when  a  court  finds  the 
state  of  the  law  such”  that  a 
citizen  is  made  the  object  of  gossip 
when  he  saves  the  life  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  Sipple 
may  appeal  the  trial  court  decision 
to  the  California  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  First  Appellate 
District. 

Neither  Sipple  nor  Wahl  could 
be  reached  for  comment. 


Sullivan  Sues  To  Stay  in  States 


Court  Rejects  Gay  ‘Hero’s’  Suit 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  way  I  think  of  tenderness  and  love  is  two 
people  twined  together  and  embracing.  I’ve  never  had 
this  feeling  with  boys  because  they  are  too  hard.  Re- 
latons  with  boys  amount  to  friendly  handshakes  and 
nothing  else.  Not  tenderness.  What  I  feel  evoked  by 
girls  is  the  sentimental  and  intimate  atmosphere 
which  I  had  enjoyed  from  the  very  beginning  in  my 
family  conferred  by  my  mother,  my  grandmother  and 
their  friends.  This  is  the  sentimentalism  that  blos¬ 
soms  when  girls  are  around  and  which  for  me  is  the 
essence  of  sex.” 

— Jean-Paul  Sartre  in  an  interview  with  the  French 
Nouvel  Observateur  in  1977,  quoted  in  the  Village 
Voice,  May  5,  1980. 


lesbian  erotica 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  First  Annual  Festival  of 
Lesbian  Erotic  Art  will-be  held  on  Sunday,  May  30,  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Massachusetts  Avenue  in  Cambridge  (near  Harvard 
Square).  Titled  “Labyris:  celebrating  our  erotic 
power,”  the  festival  will  feature  musicians  Hillary 
Kaye  and  Nancy  Aberle  and  poets  Kore  Sapphire, 
Annette  Barnes,  and  Li  Min,  along  with  a  slideshow 
by  the  Lesbian  Photography  collective  and  films  by 
Cindy  Marshall.  The  performance  will  be  followed  by 
open  mike  time  —  bring  your  own  erotic  poems, 
songs,  dances,  etc.  to  share.  Suggested  donation  will 
be  $3.50  —  more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can’t.  The 
festival  is  a  benefit  for  the  Women’s  Community 
Health  Center,  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  and 
the  performers.  Interpretation  for  the  hearing 
impaired  will  be  provided.  All  women  are  welcome. 
Information:  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center  (617) 
354-8807;  TTY-  (617)  625-5133. 


openly  gay  state  party  official 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Scott  M.  Wilds,  a  46th  Ward 
Democratic  committeeperson,  has  become  the  first 
openly  homosexual  member  of  Democratic  State 
Committee,  according  to  Gay  Campaign  80,  a  local 
gay  political  action  group.  Wilds,  along  with  at  least 
13  other  candidates  in  center  city, West  Philadelphia 
and  Germantown,  was  also  elected  to  ward  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  first  coordinated  campaign  to  elect  openly 
gay  officeholders. 

Gay  Campaign  80,  an  ad  hoc  coalition  of  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  throughout  Philadelphia,  reported  that  with 
99%  of  the  divisions  reporting  intheEight  Senatorial 
District,  Wilds  was  elected  to  the  State  Committee 
post  with  4385  votes.  Wilds  placed  fourth  in  the  field 
of  eleven  candidates  in  the  hotly  contested  State 
Committee  races,  and  the  top  six  vote-getters  are 
elected.  David  Fair,  treasurer  and  spokesperson  for 
GC80,  said  that  Wilds’  history  of  gay  political  acti¬ 
vism  and  his  work  in  building  independent  Demo¬ 
cratic  politics  in  the  Eighth  District  led  to  his  elec¬ 
tion.  Fair  said  that  a  comparatively  poor  showing  for 
Wilds  in  the  more  conservative  sections  of  South¬ 
west  Philadelphia  was  more  than  offset  by  exception¬ 
ally  high  vote  totals-in  the  27thand  46th  wards, where 
many  gay  voters  live. 

“Wilds’  election  proves  more  conclusively  than 
ever  the  existence  and  power  of  the  organized  les- 
bian/gay  vote,”  Fair  said.  He  noted  that  Wilds  now  be¬ 
comes  the  highest-elected  openly  gay  officeholder  in 
state  history. 

GC80  also  reported  that  at  least  14  of  21  lesbian 
and  gay  candidates  running  for  committeeperson 
posts  were  also  elected  in  the  April  22nd  primary. 

Those  elected  will  represent  neighborhoods  in 
center  city  Philadelphia,  northern  South  Philadelphia, 
West  Philadelphia  and  Germantown.  Some  were 
elected  in  neighbhorhoods  with  high  concentrations 
of  lesbian  and  gay  voters,  but  others  were  elected  in 
neighborhoods  with  no  particular  gay  visibility.  One 
other  committeeperson  race,  in  Powelton  Village,  is 
still  unclear. 

Fair  said  that  those  elected  plan  to  form  a  “les- 
bian/gay  caucus”  within  the  local  Democratic  pkrty 
to  assure  that  issues  of  specific  concern  to  that  com¬ 
munity  are  considered  by  local  party  leaders  and 
elected  officials. 


feminists  and  willie  sanders 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  group  of  concerned  lesbians 
has  organized  a  forum  to  discuss  the  Willie  Sanders 
case,  a  case  in  which  a  black  man  has  been  accused  of 
raping  several  white  women;  they  think  the  case  raises 
important  questions  about  women’s  safety.  Among  those 
questions:  How  do  feminist  women  and  lesbians  respond 
when  a  black  man  is  accused  of  raping  a  white  woman? 
Is  Allston-Brighton  safer  for  women  now  that  Willie 
Sanders  has  been  arrested?  Are  the  police  using  the 
feminist  anti-rape  movement  for  racist  purposes?  How 
can  we  best  deal  with  the  police  in  our  ongoing  work  to 
make  Boston  safe  for  women,  blacks,  lesbians,  and 
gays? 

The  forum  will  take  place  on  Sunday,  May  18,  at  the 
Red  Book  Store,  136  River  Street  in  Cambridge,  from  3 
until  5:30  p.m.  Interpretation  will  be  offered  for  the  deaf. 


people’s  yellow  pages 

BOSTON  —  A  new  edition  of  the  Boston  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Yellow  Pages  is  now  available.  The  People's 
Yellow  Pages  is  an  access  to  the  “other”  Boston,  the 
Boston  that  is  famous  for  its  social  concern. 

Now  in  its  fifth  edition,  the  1980-81  People’s 
Yellow  Pages  is  a  resource  directory  to  almost  1,500 
groups,  agencies  and  individuals  working  on  a  variety 
of  issues,  from  Aging  to  Young  People,  from  Arts  to 
the  Military,  and  almost  everything  in  between. 

The  new  edition  is  the  latest  project  of  Voca¬ 
tions  for  Social  Change,  a  non-profit  collective  now  in 
its  tenth  year  of  existence.  Also  responsible  for  the 
previous  four  editions  of  the  People’s  Yellow  Pages, 
FSC  has  been  well-known  for  its  Unemployment  Law 
Project  and  distribution  of  such  books  as  No  Bosses 
Here:  A  Manual  on  Working  Collectively  and  Your 
Rights  As  A  Worker. 

The  1980-81  Boston  People’s  Yellow  Pages  can 
be  ordered  directly  from  Vocations  for  Social  Change 
for  $5.70  (includes  postage  and  handling),  P.O.  Box 
211,  Essex  Station,  Boston,  MA  02112,  or  can  be 
found  at  many  local  bookstores. 


dignity/oasis 

CHICAGO  —  The  second  national  Conference 
on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  will  be  held  October  10-12 
in  Chicago,  Illinois,  at  the  Bismarck  Hotel  —  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Dignity/Chicago  and  Oasis  Center  for 
Human  Potential. 

For  further  information  contact  Oasis  Center, 
(312)  274-6777,  7463  N.  Sheridan,  Chicago,  60626. 


monday  morning  pronouns 

BOSTON  —  Monday  Morning  Pronouns,  des¬ 
cribed  as  “a  stylized  documentary  on  lesbianism  and 
the  continuing  oppression  of  the  coming-out  experi¬ 
ence,”  by  its  filmmaker,  Micki  Dickoff,  has  won  first 
place  in  the  New  England  Film  Festival’s  Super-8  divi¬ 
sion.  The  film  was  in  competition  with  20  other 
Super-8  entries,  and  was  judged  by  a  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  men  and  one  woman  (“all  presumably 
straight,"  according  to  Dickoff’s  friend  and  volunteer 
assistant,  Jan  Mazur). 

Dickoff  is  currently  working  on  two  projects:  a 
videotape  entitled  “It’s  Never  Too  Late,”  about  a 
74-year-old  woman  who  has  19  grandchildren  and  had 
the  courage  to  come  out  as  a  lesbian  at  71,  and  a 
second  feature-length  film  about  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionships  which,  according  to  Mazur,  “will  be  a  funny/ 
serious  piece  using  many  interviews,  skits,  takeoffs 
of  TV  shows  (the  Dating  Game  will  be  called  “Dyke  of 
Your  Dreams”)  and  commercials  and  animation. 


sexually  dangerous 

BOSTON  —  Richard  Peluso  has  been  impri¬ 
soned  three  years.  He  was  imprisoned  for  alleged 
non-coercive  sex  with  adolescent  boys.  He  is  the  only 
one  of  the  24  alleged  “Revere  Sex  Ring”  defendants 
to  serve  time  in  prison.  He  has  been  declared 
“sexually  dangerous”  for  one  day  to  life  and  he  must 
severe  at  least  five  more  years  on  his  other  sentences 
before  he  can  apply  for  parole. 

John  Ward  and  Richard  landoli  are  working  as 
attorneys  for  Peluso  and  members  of  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  are 
supporting  the  effort  to  get  Peluso  a  new  trial  and  to 
end  his  status  as  “sexually  dangerous.”  Meanwhile, 
Peluso  needs  personal  support.  He  collects  stamps 
for  his  collection.  He  would  also  like  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  correspond  with  him.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
men  in  the  “Treatment  Center”  at  Bridgewater  — 
where  175  are  crowded  in  a  facility  meant  for  125  — 
who  identify  as  gay.  Please  write  to  him:  Richard 
Peluso,  MCI  Bridgewater  Treatment  Center,  10  Ad¬ 
ministration  Road,  Bridgewater,  MA  02324. 


a  single  man 

BOSTON  —  As  part  of  their  Gay  Pride  Week 
celebration,  WGBH  Radio  is  broadcasting  a  radio 
adaptation  of  A  Single  Man  by  Christopher  Isherwood 
on  Saturday,  June  14.  The  producers  are  holding 
open  casting  for  the  adaptation;  recording  will  take 
place  on  location  and  in  the  studio  during  early  June. 
Parts  are  available  for  George  (58  years  old),  Kenny 
Potter  (student),  and  extras.  Auditions  will  be  held 
Friday,  May  30,  at  WGBH  Radio.  Call  (617)  492-2777, 
ext.  292,  for  complete  description  and  appointment. 


players  to  the  gallery 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  The  Australian  Broad¬ 
casting  commission  has  produced  a  TV  program 
about  a  custody  action  by  a  father  against  his  ex-wife 
because  her  friend  and  boarder,  who  cares  for  the 
child  when  she  is  away,  is  a  gay  male  activist.  The 
program,  entitled  Players  to  the  Gallery,  was  called 
“as  near  flawless  as  possible”  by  the  U.S.’s  Variety. 


rifpfog  directory 

As  of  May  1980,  the  National  Federation  of 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  has  revised  and  updated 
its  international  directory  of  parent  groups  and 
contact  persons/organizations  who  are  available  to 
gays,  their  families  and  friends. 

The  directory  is  not  only  a  documentation  of  the 
volunteer  outreach  of  hundreds  of  parents  of  gays, 
but  it  also  facilitates  the  location  and  availability  of 
more  than  300  contact  persons,  counselors  and 
groups  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada  and 
Europe  who  have  a  special  outreach  to  gays  and  their 
families. 

The  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays’  International 
Directory  is  available  from  PFOG/DC,  5715  16th  St. 
N.W.,  Washington,  DC  20011,  at  $3.00  per  copy.  The 
directory  is  updated  yearly. 

All  new  listings,  corrections  or  deletions  should 
be  sent  to  PFOG/DC. 


gau  scholarship  drive 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Gay  Academic  Union 
(GAU)  has  launched  its  third  annual  fundraising  drive 
to  raise  $25,000  for  scholarships  for  gay  male  and 
lesbian  college  students  throughout  North  America. 

Last  year  the  GAU  raised  $7,500,  which  was  dis¬ 
tributed  among  eleven  college  students. 

The  GAU,  a  tax-exempt  educational  organization 
incorporated  in  New  York  in  1974,  moved  its  national 
office  to  Los  Angeles  in  1978.  This  year’s  scholarship 
recipients  will  be  announced  at  the  GAU  National 
Conference  in  New  York  City  November  28-29.  Award 
winners  are  selected  by  a  national  committee  of 
judges  including  Evelyn  Hooker,  Curtis  Hinckley, 
Louie  Crew,  Martin  Duberman,  and  Daniel  Calder. 

Information  concerning  the  GAU  Scholarship 
Fund  may  be  obtained  by  writing:  GAU,  P.O.  Box  927, 
Los  Angeles  CA  90028.  The  deadline  for  complete 
applications  is  September  30,  1980. 

fear  on  the  fenway 

BOSTON  —  A  gay  man  was  reportedly  attacked  and 
robbed  in  the  Fenway  area  on  Saturday  night,  May  10. 
The  man  told  GCN  that  two  men  on  a  moped  “ran  into” 
him,  threatened  him  with  a  knife,  took  $15  in  cash  from 
his  wallet  and  a  $90  digital  watch  from  his  wrist,  and 
threw  his  glasses  into  the  bushes.  He  reported  that  the 
two  men  shone  the  moped’s  headlight  into  his  eyes 
before  the  attack,  in  effect  blinding  him  so  that  he  could 
not  identify  them,  but  that  he  had  observed  them  riding 
around  the  Fenway  area  for  some  minutes  before  the 
attack.  He  urges  GCN  readers  to  be  wary  of  these  men 
and  to  report  any  similar  sightings  or  attacks  to  the 
police. 

relating  and  confronting  racism 

NEW  YORK  —  A  new  group  is  currently  forming  for 
black  and  white  gay  men  interested  in  relating  and 
committed  to  confronting  issues  of  racism  in  our  com¬ 
munity  and  in  our  lives. 

For  further  information,  contact  Henry  Wiemhoff, 
(212)  873-5572  (eves.),  799-9432  (days). 


psychiatrists  confer  with  barney  frank 

BOSTON  —  The  New  England  Association  of 
Gay  Psychiatrists  (NEAGP)  met  with  State  Represen¬ 
tative  Barney  Frank  to  discuss  the  role  psychiatrists 
can  play  in  the  process  of  winning  gay  rights. 

Case  evidence  of  discrimination  against  gays  is 
needed  by  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC),  says  Frank,  to  help  influence  those  legis¬ 
lators  who  feel  the  discrimination  does  not  exist. 
Frank  pointed  out  the  “Catch  22”  of  the  situation 
where  gays  are  afraid  to  report  discrimination 
becuase  of  the  danger  the  reporting  might  present. 
He  specifically  urged  therapists  treating  gays  to  help 
the  MGPC  by  either  anonymously  reporting  discrimi¬ 
nation  they  hear  of  from  their  clients  or  by  en¬ 
couraging  clients  themselves  to  report  such  discrimi¬ 
nation  to  the  MGPC. 

NEAGP  has  been  working  also  within  the  psychi¬ 
atric  community  itself  to  call  attention  to  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gays.  This  month  Dr.  David  Seil, 
NEAGP’s  Regional  Representative  to  the  Gay  Caucus 
of  Members  of  the  American  Psychiatric  Association 
(GCMAPA),  won  written  endorsement  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Psychiatric  Society  of  NEAGP’s  activities. 
This  endorsement  by  the  area  chapter  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Psychiatric  Association  will  be  needed  in  May 
when  challenges  to  GCMAPA’s  status  are  expected 
at  the  national  convention  of  the  American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association  in  San  Francisco. 

Seil  points  out  that  such  challenges  show  the 
continuing  homophobia  in  the  psychiatric  commun¬ 
ity,  and  they  require  that  many  NEAGP  members 
must  still  keep  their  association  with  the  group 
secret.  Aware  of  bias  among  many  psychiatrists, 
members  of  NEAGP  are  compiling  a  list  of  therapists 
sympathetic  with  gays  for  referral  purposes. 

NEAGP  is  a  one  and  a  half  year  old  group  open  to 
all  gay  psychiatrists  and  psychiatrists-in-training  in 
the  New  England  area.  For  more  information  about 
NEACP,  including  its  more  social  functions,  contact 
Dr.  Seil  at  536-2665. 
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Barney  Frank 


First  Lobbying 
Day  Held 
At  State  House 


By  David  Jernigan 

BOSTON  —  Forty  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  throughout  the 
state  met  with  senators,  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  legislative  aides  last 
Wednesday  in  Massachusetts’  first 
state-wide  lobbying  day  for  gay 
rights. 

Organized  by  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  (MGPC), 
and  co-sponsored  by  a  number  of 
other  liberal  political  groups,  the 
day  focused  on  two  bills  which 
were  reported  out  of  committee  a 
month  ago,  and  which  will  be 
debated  on  the  House  floor  some¬ 
time  next  week:  House  bill  #4020, 
prohibiting  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference  in 
public  hiring,  and  House  bill 
#3882,  a  more  general  gay  civil 
rights  bill  covering  such  areas  as 
housing,  employment  and  credit. 

Lobbyists  spoke  with  sixteen 
state  representatives  and  senators, 
and  numerous  legislative  aides. 
According  to  Steve  Tierney,  the 
day’s  organizer,  the  day  was  “the 
best  effort  that  has  ever  been 
given  in  terms  of  lobbying.  This  is 
the  first  time  we’ve  had  a  state¬ 
wide  lobbying  day.  This  year 
we’ve  also  had  letter-writing 
campaigns  that  went  on  here  in 
Boston  and  in  outlying  areas.  We 
started  earlier,  and  we’ve  got 
more  sponsors  than  we’ve  ever 
had  before.” 

Responses  from  the  various 
legislators  seen  were  mixed. 
Among  those  who  oppose  the 
bills,  there  were  two  basic 
responses  according  to  Tierney: 
“If  they’re  against  the  bills, they 
usually  say  there  is  not  discrimina¬ 
tion  —  ‘I’m  not  against  civil  rights 
but  there  is  no  discrimination.’ 
The  second  response  is  usually 
that  it  will  give  special  privileges  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  although 
clearly  it  would  not  do  that.” 

Particularly  heartening  to  the 
lobbying  day’s  organizers  was  the 
number  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  came  from  outlying  areas  of 
the  state.  Danvers,  Lowell, 
Worcester,  Burlington  and  New 
Bedford  were  all  represented,  in 
addition  to  communities  closer  to 


Boston.  The  breadth  of  geo¬ 
graphic  distribution  makes  a  big 
difference  in  the  effectiveness  of 
any  lobbying  done,  according  to 
Tierney.  “Any  of  us  can  lobby 
and  tell  the  people  about  the  bills 
and  what  the  law  means  and  all 
that  .  .  .  [but]  when  you  send 
people  in  from  their  district,  they 
can  say,  ‘Well,  there  is  discrimina¬ 
tion,  because  I  live  in  your  district 
and  I’ve  experienced  it.’  ” 

Tierney  cited  the  case  of  Rep. 
Robert  A.  Vigneau  of  Burlington 
as  an  example  of  this.  Vigneau 
remarked  to  lobbyists  that  he  had 
voted  against  the  bills  every  time 
they  had  come  up,  but  that  he  had 
been  so  impressed  by  the  people 
who  had  come  to  lobby  him  from 
his  district  that  he  had  decided  to 
reconsider  his  position. 

Despite  the  size  of  this  year’s 
lobbing  effort,  however,  the  fate 
of  the  bills  remains  up  in  the  air. 
Last  year,  the  public  employment 
bill  passed  the  House  initially,  and 
then  lost  by  three  votes  in  a  recon¬ 
sideration  vote.  According  to 
Tierney,  this  loss  was  “primarily 
the  work  of  Phil  Shea,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  from  Lowell.  He  is  now 
in  the  Senate  where  he  can  do  us 
less  harm  because  the  Senate  is 
more  liberal.” 

According  to  Tierney,  other 
factors  affecting  the  fate  of  the 
bills  this  year  are  the  fact  that  it  is 
an  election  year,  and  that  it  is 
probably  Rep.  Barney  Frank’s  last 
year  in  the  state  legislature.  Frank 
has  been  a  key  source  of  support 
in  the  past,  and  since  this  may  be 
his  last  year,  Tierney  expressed 
hope  that  “maybe  he’ll  be  able  to 
do  some  bartering  or  whatever. 
We  would  really  like  to  pass  it  in 
his  last  year,  and  hopefully  he  can 
be  real  helpful  in  terms  of  that.” 

Letters  of  support  are  still 
needed  from  all  parts  of  the  state, 
according  to  Tierney.  Stressing 
that  small  numbers  of  letters  can 
make  a  difference,  he  cited  the 
example  of  one  representative 
who  changed  his  vote  from  yes  to 
no  in  1979  on  the  basis  of  a  mere 
six  negative  phone  calls. 

continued  on  page  6 


1000  Montrealers  Protest 
Police  Raid  on  Bathhouse 


By  Ron  Dayman 

MONTREAL  —  Over  1000  gay 
men  and  lesbians  took  to  the  street 
on  the  evening  of  April  26  to 
protest  a  police  raid  on  a  gay  bath, 
the  Sauna  David,  three  evenings 
before. 

Some  61  pesons  were  charged 
with  being  keepers  or  found-ins  in 
a  “bawdy  house”  during  the 
police  action.  A  few  had  addi¬ 
tional  charges  of  “gross  inde¬ 
cency.”  Half  of  the  men  were 
arrested  during  the  course  of  the 
evening  of  April  23  as  they  left  the 
bath.  Near  midnight,  uniformed 
police  arrived  to  arrest  those 
inside  the  sauna. 

The  raid  followed  closely  an 
important  court  decision  in  a 
previous  "bawdy-house”  raid.  In 
October  1977,  some  147  men  had 
been  arrested  during  a  police  raid 
on  a  popular  gay  bar,  Truxx. 
After  two  and  a  half  years  of 
court  procedures,  the  owner  of 
the  bar  was  found  guilty  of 
keeping  a  “bawdy-house”  in  a 
judgment  handed  down  April  2  by 
a  Montreal  municipal  court  judge. 
The  “found-ins”  have  yet  to  have 
their  trial,  but  it  is  likely  now  that 
they  will  be  found  guilty. 

The  “bawdy-house”  law  is  an 


antiquated  section  of  the 
Canadian  Criminal  Code  which 
has  until  recently  been  used  only 
in  prostitution  cases.  However, 
the  definition  of  a  "bawdy- 
house”  is  “a  place  kept  for  the 
purposes  of  prostitution  or 
indecent  acts,”  a  definition 
regarded  as  sufficiently  vague  that 
any  place  where  homosexual  acts 
occur  could  also  fall  under  it. 

This  same  law  was  first  used  to 
arrest  several  hundred  gays  in 
Montreal  saunas  in  a  1976  pre- 
Olympic  Games  clean-up.  More 
recently  it  has  been  used  to 
undertake  several  raids  on  baths 
and  private  houses  in  Toronto. 

The  raid  on  the  Sauna  David 
was,  however,  the  first  in 
Montreal  since  the  Truxx  raid. 
Gay  movement  leaders  in 
Montreal  saw  the  timing  as  no 
coincidence.  “The  Truxx  decision 
quite  clearly  leaves  the  door  open 
to  legalized  police  harassment  of 
the  Montreal  gay  community,” 
said  gay  activist  Christian  Bedard. 

Gays  were  obviously  outraged 
by  the  police  action.  They 
responded  in  large  numbers  to  a 
call  for  a  demonstration  by  two 
gay  groups,  ADGQ  and  Andro¬ 
gyny  Bookstore.  For  three  hours 


they  blocked  traffic  on  Montreal’s 
main  street,  Ste-Catherine  Street, 
at  Stanley  St.  in  the  heart  of  the 
gay  bar  area. 

This  action  recalled  a  similar 
demonstration  following  the 
Truxx  raid  when  over  2,000  filled 
the  street  at  the  same  corner. 

However,  whereas  police 
attempted  to  break  up  the  earlier 
demonstration,  this  time  they 
simply  redirected  busy  weekend 
traffic,  only  arriving  in  force  when 
the  demonstration  was  over. 

Other  actions  forseen  arc  a 
defense  committee  for  the  accused 
and  a  petition  campaign.  The 
petition  states  that  the  signers’ 
homes  are  all  “bawdy-houses” 
under  Canadian  law  “because 
indecent  acts  take  place  there.” 

The  demonstration  completed 
an  unprecedented  week  of  gay 
activities  in  Montreal.  During  the 
previous  week,  over  600  persons 
turned  out  for  a  benefit  dance  for 
Montreal’s  gay  magazine  Le 
Berdache,  some  500  persons 
attended  a  forum  on  the  gay 
ghetto,  300  professionals  took 
part  in  a  two  day  symposium  on 
homosexuality  and  a  Montreal 
daily  published  six  part  full  page 
series  on  homosexuality. 


ACLU  Launches  Rights  Project 


Compiled  by  J.  K.  Gaffney 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
has  established  a  National  Gay 
Rights  Project  to  coordinate  and 
expand  its  activities  on  behalf  of 
the  legal  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  project  was  first 
approved  by  the  ACLU  Biennial 
Conference  in  June  1979,  and  im¬ 
plementation  was  approved  by  the 
national  ACLU  board  last 
October.  The  project  has  been 
located  in  the  ACLU  Southern 
California  affiliate,  whose  Gay 
Rights  Chapter  first  put  forward 
the  proposal  for  the  project. 

As  an  element  of  the  ACLU 
foundation,  the  project  will  be 
involved  in  both  litigation  and 
educational  activities.  In  order  to 
maintain  tax-exempt  status, 
however,  the  project  will  not 
engage  in  direct  legislative 
lobbying  activities. 

At  the  beginning  of  1980,  state 
and  regional  affiliates  of  ACLU 
listed  50  cases  on  their  dockets  in¬ 
volving  the  rights  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  ACLU  first  became 
involved  in  such  litigation  in  the 
1960s,  and  has  since  participated 
in  over  250  cases  in  this  area. 
Many  of  these  cases  were  prepared 
by  ACLU’s  National  Sexual 
Privacy  Project,  including 
Matlovich  v.  U.S.  Air  Force, 
Gaylord  v.  Tacoma  School  Board, 
and  Julian  v.  Julian.  Funding  for 
the  Sexual  Privacy  Project  expired 
in  1976. 

For  ACLU,  principal  goals  of 
the  project  include  efforts  to 
establish  gay  rights  projects  or 
committees  in  local  or  state  affili¬ 
ates  where  they  do  not  now  exist, 
and  expansion  of  the  circulation 
of  Gay  Rights  Guardian,  a  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Southern  California 
Gay  Rights  Chapter,  to  a  national 
readership  of  20,000. 

Lawrence  Lyon,  acting  director 
of  the  project,  told  GCN  that 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  new 
project.  “While  the  GRP  is  clearly 
still  in  its  organizational  phase,  we 
are  already  involved  in  about  15 
cases,  assembling  a  large  mailing 
list,  and  establishing  liaison  with 
many  ACLU  affiliates.” 

Lyon  stressed  the  importance  of 
ACLU  involvement  in  the  legal 
struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
“Coalition-building  is  a  necessity 
for  the  success  of  the  gay 
movement  in  the  1980s,”  Lyon 


said.  “ACLU,  with  its  long 
history  and  established  credibility, 
has  tremendous  potential  in  this 
area.” 

By  January  1,  1981,  Lyon 

projects,  the  project  should  have  a 
firm  funding  base,  hired  a  small 
staff,  and  produced  civil-liberties- 
oriented  material  which  will  bring 
home  the  issue  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  to  people  of  influence 


around  the  nation. 

Those  interested  in  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Project  of  ACLU 
should  either  contact  the  local 
affiliate  of  ACLU  and  ask  for  the 
gay  rights  liaison,  or  contact  the 
project  directly  at  633  South 
Shatto  Place,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90005,  (213)  466-6739  or 

487-1720. 


Prisoner  Leaving 


continued  from  page  1 
against,  “This  man  is  neither  a 
heterosexual  or  a  homosexual  — 
he  is  a  rapist.  Outside  of  prison  he 
rapes  women  and  inside  prison  he 
rapes  men.” 

Barry  Mehler  of  the  Committee 
told  GCN  that  Smith,  who  has 
spent  much  of  his  life  behind  bars, 
has  been  a  dedicated  prison 
activist  and  jailhouse  lawyer  for 
several  years.  He  was  first 
confined  in  the  Stonewall  Jackson 
Training  School  in  North 
Carolina  at  the  age  of  twelve  for 
stabbing  another  youth  with  a 
pencil  in  self-defense.  “He  was 
assaulted  by  an  older  boy  because 
he  was  effeminate,”  Mehler  said. 

Smith  was  subsequently  tried 
and  sentenced  to  an  adult  prison 
without  a  defense  attorney  on 
charges  of  stealing  coins  from  a 
vending  machine  and  has  since 


been  jailed  on  several  other 
charges.  According  to  Mehler,  he 
developed  a  political  awareness 
while  serving  a  five-year  sentence 
on  federal  charges  of  auto  theft 
and  has  been  politically  active 
since  then. 

A  press  release  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Free  Russell  Smith  states 
that  Smith,  who  is  openly  gay  and 
easily  identifiable,  has  been 
assaulted  and  raped  by  other  pris¬ 
oners  on  numerous  occasions. 
Mehler  told  GCN  that  there  is 
reason  to  believe  prison 
authorities  have  instigated  some 
of  the  attacks  in  retaliation  for 
Smith’s  political  activities. 

According  to  Mehler,  Smith 
will  be  released  this  month  either 
in  St.  Louis  or  in  Los  Angeles.  He 
told  GCN  that  there  have  been 
several  instances  in  which  gay  men 
continued  on  page  7 


Hit* 


A  NOT  TOO  SUBLIMINAL  MESSAGE  —  The  mass  media  plays 
a  major  role  in  creating  and  perpetuating  images  of  men  as  violent 
or  aggressive  and  women  as  passive  or  masochistic  sex  objects. 
OASIS,  a  collective  of  anti-sexist  men,  discovered  this  injunction 
on  a  billboard  in  Union  Square,  Somerville. 
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Community  Voices 


interpretations  the  terrible  price 


in  good  faith 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  writing  with  regard  to  Mr.  D.  Feld’s  letter 
of  April  26,  1980  wherein  he  asserts  that  he  has 
“written  to  perhaps  a  half-dozen  prisoners”  and 
that  “only  about  fifty  percent  are  on  the  up-and- 
up.”  He  then  continues,  citing  a  case  wherein  a 
prisoner  had  “twice  given  him  a  release  date,” 
apparently  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  a  substantial 
amount  of  cash  (said  to  be  used  for  an  airline 
ticket).  In  ending  his  letter,  he  exhorts  readers  to 
“check  up”  on  us  (gay  prisoners)  before  helping 
us,  “never  send  cash,”  etc. 

1  submit  that,  be  we  prisoner  or  “free,”  that 
the  reality  of  the  situation  is  this:  we  are  all  —  as 
gays  —  subject  to  being  hustled  occasionally. 

Mr.  Feld’s  letter  is  reactionary,  destructive, 
and,  by  his  own  figures,  “fifty  percent”  of  gay 
prisoners  are  on  the  “up-and-up”  out  of  only 
“ perhaps  a  half-dozen  prisoners  over  the  years,” 
ridiculous.  By  Mr.  Feld's  own  estimation  then, 
you,  as  a  free  and  concerned  gay  man  or  woman, 
can  expect  three  out  of  every  six  gay  men  or 
women  you  write  to,  to  lie,  cheat,  and  steal  from 
you. 

If  I  believed  this  were  truly  the  case,  that  my 
“free”  gay  brothers  would  react  to  my  ad  in 
GCN  as  Mr.  Feld  suggests,  then  I  would  never 
have  placed  it. 

Instead,  however,  I  placed  my  ad  in  good 
faith,  and  received  responses  from  79  people 
willing  to  give  me  the  trust,  affection,  hope  and, 
yes,  Mr.  Feld,  the  occasional  financial  assistance 
we  all  so  badly  need  here  in  prison.  The  last  thing 
we  need  as  gay  prisoners,  is  to  be  thought  of  as 
thieves  and  cheaters,  liars  and  rip-off  artists,  as 
Mr.  Feld’s  letter  tends  to  imply  with  its  estimate 
that  fifty  percent  of  us  are  dishonest. 

The  people  who  responded  to  my  ad,  every  one 
of  them,  responded  with  openness,  honesty,  and 
love.  Because  of  this,  I  once  received  ten  dollars 
to  pay  a  debt  over  which  I  could  have  been 
stabbed  had  I  been  unable  to  pay  it.  Because  of  a 
friend’s  love  for  me,  not  unwarranted  suspicion, 
I  received  an  Easter  package  this  year,  the  first 
I’ve  ever  received  since  my  incarceration. 

Granted,  there  are  many  in  prison  (the  major¬ 
ity  of  them  straight  con  men)  who  prey  on  gays 
via  correspondence.  It  is  important,  however, 
that  the  gay  community  realize  that  these  are  a 
minority.  It  isn’t  easy  being  gay  and  in  prison. 
Contrary  to  anyone’s  wildest  imagination  or  fan¬ 
tasy,  being  incarcerated  is  not  a  sexual  utopia.  As 
gays,  we  cannot  afford  to  be  dishonest  with  our 
free  brothers  and  sisters. 

I  would  suggest  here  that  Mr.  Feld  strive  to 
overcome  his  apparent  paranoia  and  continue  to 
write  to  gay  inmates.  He  will  find,  no  doubt,  that 
as  his  correspondence  grows  by  the  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  he  writes,  so  too  will  his  faith  increase, 
as  will  his  own  inaccurate  estimation  of  those  of 
us  whom  he  considers  “on  the  up-and-up.” 

The  sky,  Mr.  Feld,  is  not  falling! 

Honestly, 

Randy  Bullen 
Rte.  3,  Box  3333 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 


/the  beginning 

Dear  Friends, 

Over  the  years  I  have  read  many  nasty,  idiotic 
and  stupid  statements  as  to  the  origins  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,  such  as  those  by  Anita  Bryant  based  on 
the  Bible. 

I  hope  I  am  able  to  explain  this  with  my  poor 
English.  Also,  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  even 
necessary  to  teach  this  to  people  who  are  well- 
educated  enough  to  know. 

As  you  know,  the  world  is  not  6000  years  old 
and  mankind  did  not  originate  with  Adam  and 
Eve.  The  world  is  millions  of  years  old  and 
humans  evolved  from  primates  and  have  in¬ 
herited  their  behavior  from  them. 

If  homosexual  behavior  were  a  sickness  in  the 
medical  sense  of  the  word,  it  would  have  been 
eradicated  during  the  period  since  the  dawn  of 
humanity.  But  since  it  has  not,  it  must  be  worth¬ 
while.  It  presents  and  includes  a  so-called  ad¬ 
vantage  of  selection,  as  the  German  constitu¬ 
tional  biologist  and  human  ethologist  Willhart  S. 
Schlegel  (Hamburg)  claims. 

Since  the  beginning,  men  have  consisted  not 
only  of  masculine  men  and  feminine  women,  but 
also  of  feminine  men  and  masculine  women  with 
all  the  intermediary  stages  thinkable.  So,  these 
types  of  men  are  not  the  product  of  the  gay 
movement  and  the  women’s  movement,  as  some 
naive  people  may  think. 

Culture  in  the  broadest  sense  is  not  possible 
between  masculine  men  and  feminine  women.  It 
is  only  possible  between  the  intermediary  types 
of  men  and  women.  And  therefore,  culture  is  not 
possible  without  homosexuality. 

All  that  the  churches  preach  against  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  nonsense. 

With  kind  regards, 

Johannes  Werres 
Kronberg,  West  Germany 


Dear  GCN : 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  the  review  by 
Marie  Cartier  on  the  Cris  Williamson  concert 
held  in  Boston  on  April  25.  I,  for  one,  enjoyed 
the  concert  and  am  sorry  that  the  review  was  so 
critical.  But  I’m  not  one  to  judge  music  because  I 
am  deaf  and  have  virtually  no  background  in,  or 
understanding  of,  music.  I  do,  however,  wish  to 
clarify  some  points  raised  about  the  interpreting 
for  the  hearing-impaired  during  the  concert. 

In  the  article,  it  is  written  that  Cris  “demanded 
that  the  interpreters  for  the  hearing-impaired 
who  had  originally  been  hired  ...  be  fired.”  It 
goes  on  to  explain  that  these  interpreters  were 
“too  showy,  too  enthusiastic”  and  that  “Cris 
thought  they  would  take  away  from  her  perform¬ 
ance.”  Cris  did  not  think  this  .  .  .  she  knew  it 
.  .  .  based  on  her  experience  the  week  before 
with  these  same  interpreters  at  her  Western 
Massachusetts  performance.  I  do  not  think  it 
does  justice  to  Cris  to  write  that  she 
“demanded”  something  without  giving  the  back¬ 
ground  (now  supplied)  for  it. 

Janet  Bailey,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  was  the 
interpreter  for  the  Boston  concert.  Incidentally, 
Janet  is  not  a  teacher  of  the  deaf  at  Gallaudet 
College  in  D.C.  She  is  Coordinator  of  Visitors 
and  Information  Services  within  the  Alumni  and 
Public  Relations  Office  at  Gallaudet.  She  is  also 
an  Artistic  Interpreter  with  interpreting  commit¬ 
ments  with  many  D.C.  area  professional  theatres 
as  well  as  with  Roadwork,  Inc. 

For  the  record,  I  flew  to  Boston  with  Janet  to 
attend  the  concert.  This  letter  is  not  written 
based  on  hearsay.  I  was  there  to  observe  and  thus 
obtained  a  first-hand  experience. 

Ms.  Cartier  writes,  with  Nancy  Becker,  a  deaf 
American  Sign  Language  instructor,  as  her 
source  of  information,  that  Janet  Bailey’s  inter¬ 
preting  was  “word  for  word  in  English,  not  in 
ASL,  which  imparts  the  rhythm  of  the  songs.” 
First  of  all,  Janet  did  interpret  in  ASL  where 
appropriate.  Translating  one  language  to  any 
other  requires  a  thorough  understanding  of  your 
original  material.  Cris’  songs,  for  the  most  part, 
are  very  obscure,  symbolic,  and  just  plain  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand.  Just  as  Cris  was  leaving  it  up 
to  the  hearing  audience  to  figure  out  for  them¬ 
selves  just  what  her  message  is,  Janet  had  to 
leave  it  up  to  the  deaf  audience  to  do  the  same. 
There  are  probably  as  many  different  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  Cris’  music  as  there  are  audience 
members.  Therefore,  any  attempt  to  translate 
those  esoteric  phrases  into  ASL  would  definitely 
mean  that  the  interpreter  was  giving  her  own 
opinion  and  not  leaving  it  to  the  deaf  women  to 
form  their  own.  In  short,  why  “spoon-feed”  the 
deaf??  Secondly,  ASL  in  itself  does  not  have  any 
rhythm  to  it.  For  the  hearing-impaired,  hints  of 
rhythm  are  obtained  by  observing  the  singers 
themselves  to  see  if  they  look  like  they’re 
crooning  to  the  moon  or  if  they’re  practically 
dancing  to  the  quickness  of  their  own  music.  To 
help  with  this  “hinting,”  Janet  subtlely  used  her 
own  body  to  show  the  various  rhythms. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  article,  it  say^  that 
Janet’s  signing  “left  .  much  to  be  desired 
according  to  those  most  qualified  to  judge  .  .  . 
the  hearing-impaired  women  in  the  audience.” 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  were  no  more 
than  ten  hearing-impaired  women  at  the  concert. 
Of  these  ten,  about  five  have  oral-school  back¬ 
grounds  and  are  not  themselves  entirely  fluent  in 
sign  language.  This  is  hardly  fair  judgement  of 
Janet’s  signing.  Besides,  and  with  due  respect  to 
my  deaf  counterparts,  the  hearing-impaired  are 
not  the  best  judges  of  one’s  interpreting  skills. 
The  best  judges  are  actually  hearing  people  who 
are  fluent  in  sign  language,  simply  because  they 
can  hear  the  spoken  or  sung  word  and  note  how 
it  is  interpreted.  There  were  several  of  these 
hearing  fluent-signers  at  the  concert  and  they 
were  impressed  with  Janet’s  interpreting. 

Cris  gave  her  D.C.  performance  on  May  3  to  a 
near-full  house.  There  were  hearing-impaired 
women  at  this  performance,  and  Janet  was  the 
interpreter  .  .  .  naturally.  I  was  able  to  catch  the 
second  half  of  the  concert  and  was  thus  able  to 
solicit  opinions  from  some  of  these  women  at  the 
end  of  the  concert.  They  were  all  positive.  No 
question  about  it .  .  .  Janet  is  just  as  much  a  pro¬ 
fessional  as  Cris  and  her  band  are. 

Sincerely, 

Mary  Anne  Pugin 
Bladensburg,  MD 


Work  Your  Own  Hours 

GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to 
start  immediately.  Full-time  and 
part-time  available.  Meet  new 
people,  explore  new  places.  20% 
commission.  Will  train.  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 


To  the  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  elaborate  on  a  few  points  made 
by  W.  J.  Krueckl  and  Ian  Johnson  in  their  recent 
article  on  the  Nazi  destruction  of  the  German 
homosexual  emancipation  movement  (“The  New 
Right  as  an  Old  Trick,”  May  3,  1980). 

The  authors  quite  correctly  observe  that  “The 
exact  number  of  homosexuals  murdered  in  these 
(concentration)  camps  is  unclear.”  They  then 
brand  an  estimate  made  by  an  Austrian  church 
that  220,000  homosexuals  were  killed  during  the 
Third  Reich  “a  rather  conservative  estimate;” 
the  authors  feel  that  “the  actual  Figure  probably 
rests  at  close  to  one  million.”  If  anything, 
however,  the  Austrian  church  Figure  may  be 
exaggerated.  Although  the  220,000  estimate  has 
long  been  cited  in  gay  liberation  circles,  I  have 
never  seen  any  attempt  to  justify  or  explain  the 
basis  for  this  number. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  Mr.  Clint  Hockenberry, 
American  liaison  of  the  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Association,  Dr.  Page  F.  Grubb  of 
Amsterdam  summarized  the  research  being  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  gay  victims  of  the  Holocaust  by 
Dr.  Rudiger  Lautmann  of  the  University  of 
Bremen.  Noting  that  “the  date  available  on  the 
numbers  of  gay  victims  of  Nazi  persecution 
reflects  in  its  paucity  the  homophobia  of  a 
culture  which  has  not  at  all  ceased  since  1945,” 
Dr.  Grubb  gives  Dr.  Lautmann’s  admittedly  con¬ 
servative  estimate  of  10,000  deaths  in  camps 
within  the  Reich.  “But  in  all  of  this,”  Dr.  Grubb 
continues,  “Dr.  Lautmann’s  insistence  is  not  on 
the  relative  number  of  those  persecuted,  or  the 
relative  degree  of  suffering  conferred  on  them  by 
their  social  status  within  the  concentration  camp 
.  .  .  but  rather  the  fact  that  persecution  was 
allowed  to  occur  at  all  —  and  has  so  systemati¬ 
cally  been  denied.” 

It  is  the  last  point  that  really  commands  our 
movement’s  drive  to  remember  the  homosexuals 
killed  under  Hitler.  As  Dr.  Grubb  stated,  “All 
categories  of  concentration  camp  prisoners  with 
the  exception  of  gays  have  to  date  received 
official  compensation  for  their  treatment .  .  .;  in 
other  words,  the  persecution  of  all  categories  of 
concentration  camp  prisoners  except  gays  has 
been  dignified  by  a  legal  act  of  reparation,  while 
the  extra-legal  persecution  of  gays  remains 
condoned  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
...”  Gay  survivors  of  the  Holocaust  were  thus 
treated  as  no  better  than  common  criminals 
because  of  the  German  criminal  law  against  male 
homosexuality  which  both  preceded  and 
outlasted  the  Third  Reich.  As  Krueckl  and 
Johnson  so  aptly  put  it,  “Hitler  may  have  been 
'  defeated,  but  fascism  and  the  radical  right  were 
not.  We  were  defeated.” 

Fortunately,  however,  there  are  signs  that  the 
general  public  may  be  becoming  more  receptive 
to  hearing  the  truth  about  the  homosexual 
victims  of  Nazism.  The  new  director  of  the  U.S. 
Holocaust  Memorial  Council,  Mr.  Monroe 
Freedman,  has  written  us  at  the  Gay  Activists 
Alliance  of  D.C.  to  assure  us  that  the  proposed 
National  Museum  on  the  Holocaust  “will  appro¬ 
priately  honor  the  memory  of  all  those  who  were 
the  victims  of  Nazi  oppression.”  Mr.  Freedman, 
who  served  as  a  volunteer  attorney  for  Frank 
Kameny’s  Mattachine  Society  of  Washington 
during  the  1960s,  also  told  us  that  “Any  docu¬ 
mented  materials  you  may  be  able  to  supply  to 
the  Council  relating  to  the  homosexual  exper¬ 
ience  during  the  Holocaust  would  be  most 
helpful.”  (The  Council’s  address  is  Suite  832, 
425  13th  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20004. 

We  are  also  proud  to  note  that,  at  our  group’s 
suggestion,  D.C.  Mayor  Marion  Barry  issued  a 
proclamation  on  the  “Days  of  Remembrance  of 
Victims  of  the  Holocaust”  in  April  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  specific  reference  to  the  homosexual 
victims  —  the  first  time,  as  far  as  we  know,  that 
this  reference  has  been  made  in  any  such  pro¬ 
clamation.  (Copies  are  available  by  writing 
GAA/DC,  1469  Church  Street,  NW,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20005.) 

Thus,  the  charge  that  the  authors  make  against 
the  Holocaust  Memorial  Council  is  out  of  place; 
*  no  doubt  they  intended  to  condemn  the 
deliberate  silence  of  the  report  issued  last  year  by 
a  separate  group,  the  President’s  Commission  on 
the  Holocaust,  which  no  longer  exists.  President 
Carter  himself,  we  regret  to  report,  has  ignored 
requests  that  he  honor  the  gay  victims  of  the 
Holocaust. 

Our  community  must  therefore  remind  the 
President  of  his  very  own  words  about  the  Holo¬ 
caust:  “We  must  remember  the  terrible  price 
paid  for  bigotry  and  hatred  —  and  also  the 
terrible  price  paid  for  indifference  and  for 
silence.” 

Sincerely, 

Craig  Howell 

Government  Projects  Coordinator 
Gay  Activists  Alliance/DC 
Washington,  DC 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out 


Our  Chains  to  Lose; 
What  the  Revolution  Forgot 

By  Steve  Forgione 


Over  the  past  year,  GCN  has  seen  divergent  opinions/views  expressed  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Cuban  revolution  of  1959  and  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Some  positions  are  openly  anti-communist.  They  use  the  existence  of  anti-gay  pre¬ 
judice  to  justify  their  attack  on  socialism  and  deny  any  social/economic  advances  that 
could  have  only  come  about  by  the  Revolution. 

Others,  though,  present  distortions  of  reality  of  another  kind  —  particularly  in  their 
attempt  to  mitigate  the  seriousness  of  the  plight  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  there.  For  those 
of  us  who  do  (critically)  support  the  Cuban  revolution,  this  latter  form  is  the  most  perni¬ 
cious  kind.  One  can  quickly  produce  statistics  on  the  amount  of  new  schools,  hospitals, 
houses,  etc.  provided  by  the  Revolution  (and  built  by  many  “gay  hands”  as  well). 
However,  documentation  showing  the  positive/supportive  role  of  the  Revolution  towards 
gay  people  could  never  be  found.  Indeed,  one  could  easily  prove  the  opposite.  To  deny  or 
lie  about  this  does  nothing  to  help  raise  political  consciousness  among  ourselves  and  in  the 
United  States  in  general.  The  most  recent  events/developments  in  Cuba  strongly  attest  to 
the  fact  that  the  Cuban’s  government’s  anti-gay  bigotry  is  alive  and  well  and  still  rooted  in 
their  “New  Man  (sic)”  as  well. 

For  those  who  do  not  read  Spanish  or  have  access  to  the  Cuban  press,  the  editorial  and 
accompanying  official  statement  in  the  April  13  weekly  English  edition  of  Granma  (the 
official  paper  in  Cuba)  set  the  tone  for  what  was  to  be  read  in  the  daily  editions  of  Granma 
and  youth  daily  Juventud  Rebelde  read  by  Cubans.  A  direct  quotation  from  the  editorial  is 
in  order: 

Even  though  in  our  country  homosexuals  are  not  persecuted  or  harassed,  there  are  quite  a  few 
of  them  in  the  Peruvian  embassy  grounds,  aside  for  all  those  involved  in  gambling  and  drugs 
who  have  no  easy  outlet  for  their  vices  here. 

A  demanding  attitude,  discipline  and  rigor  are  in  contradiction  to  complacency,  crime, 
loafing  and  parasitism.  Our  working  people  are  of  the  opinion: 

“Let  them  go,  the  loafers,  the  antisocial  and  lumpen  elements,  the  criminals  and  the  scum!” 

People  don’t  get  up  before  daybreak  and  work  hard  for  long  hours  in  the  fields,  the 
factories  and  the  services  to  keep  and  feed  parasites.  People  do  not  undertake  a  noble  and 
heroic  internationalist  mission,  our  blood  was  not  shed  in  Cuba  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
world,  to  defend,  honor,  and  lend  prestige  with  our  flag  to  this  sort  of  “Cuban.” 

I  do  not  wish  to  tear  this. quotation  apart  word  for  word,  but  what  is  made  ever  so 
clear  is  that  to  the  Revolution,  lesbians/gays  somehow  were/are  not  real  participants. 
Frankly,  with  this  type  of  editorial  —  which  has  been  stated  in  various  ways  since  1959  — 
who  would  want  to  be?  At  least  those  “hard  working”  straight  Cubans  have  the  chance  to 
go  to  the  community  center  dance  with  their  lovers  —  what  outlet  is  there  for  gay  people? 
The  only  gay  people  not  “persecuted  or  harassed”  are  those  totally  in  the  closet  or  perhaps 
too  famous  to  be  touched.  Again  the  recent  articles  in  the  Cuban  press  reveal  this. 

First  of  all  (as  seen  in  the  editorial),  there  is  the  litany  used  to  describe  those  seeking  to 
leave  as  deliquents,  anti-social  elements,  scum,  parasites,  bums,  and  homosexuals  (some¬ 
times  veiled  as  the  “immorals,”  “those  with  certain  vices,”  etc.).  Homosexual  is  easily  and 
repeatedly  interchanged  with  the  other  names/adjectives. 


The  daily  Granma  ran  interviews  with  working  people  who  repeated  this  official  posi¬ 
tion  ad  nauseum.  1  would  readily  quote  them  all,  but  space  would  not  allow  it.  Typical  of 
them  though  was  the  following  which  took  place  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Revolutionary 
Armed  Forces: 

On  speaking  on  the  moral  character  of  the  large  majority  of  the  “exiles”  .  .  .  hundreds  of  com¬ 
missioned  and  non-com  officers,  sergeants,  soldiers  and  civilian  workers  greeted  Captain 
Navio  Perea’s  speech  with  applause  and  cheers  during  the  meeting. 

In  his  words  of  repudiation  to  the  homosexuals,  pimps,  lumpens,  those  with  all  kinds  of  vices, 
bums  and  other  persons  opposed  to  the  Revolution  who  wish  to  leave  for  the  “civilized” 
worlds  of  drugs,  corruption,  racial  oppression,  human  exploitation  ...  he  finished  by  saying: 

“Let  them  go  (then  the  ‘litany’)!” 

Again,  homosexuals  are  equated  with  all  the  above. 

Day  after  day  this  campaign  of  hysteria  runs  through  the  pages  of  the  press.  As  to  why 
this  type  of  campaign  was  launched  would  deserve  a  whole  separate  discussion.  Suffice  it  to 
say  though,  that  once  again  in  history,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  being  made  scapegoats  for 
the  failures  or  shortcomings  by  those  in  power. 

Being  too  harsh?  More  evidence?  Perhaps  the  photograph  on  the  front  page  of  the 
April  9  issue  of  Juventad  Rebelde  illustrates  clearly  the  old  saying  that  “one  picture’s 
worth  a  thousand  words.”  A  “gusano”  (“worm”  —  the  name  for  those  leaving  Cuba  after 
the  Revolution)  is  being  burned  in  effigy;  thousands  are  standing  around  like  in  a 
“people’s  tribunal/testimony”  —  mostly  school  teenagers  —  proclaiming  their  allegiance; 
though  it’s  a  poor  quality  photograph  and  newsprint,  still  legible  is  the  word  “HOMO¬ 
SEXUAL”  written  across  the  pant  leg  of  this  effigy. 

Or  perhaps  one  need  not  wonder  why  a  man  (who’s  seeking  to  leave  with  his  family) 
when  interviewed  in  the  New  York  Times  (May  2,  1980)  went  out  of  his  way  to  say,  “In  my 
family,  we  are  moral  people  ...  we  are  not  prostitutes  or  homosexuals.”  And  so  on  and  so 
on.  ' 

One  other  important  point  must  be  brought  up  too.  With  the  recent  reinstated  hos¬ 
tility  of  Washington  (INS)  towards  gay  people  entering  the  United  States  from  abroad,  we 
should  be  prepared  to  defend  any  of  our  Cuban  brothers  and  sisters  seeking  asylum.  For 
sure  they  are  the  latest  people  without  a  country. 

These  are  the  facts,  not  ludicrous  proclamations  of  loyalty  to  an  ideology,  country, 
etc.  When  Marx  and  Engels  said  we  had  only  our  chains  to  lose,  they  never  implied  that  we 
use  them  later  on  to  shackle  others. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  CCA  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 

passion  plays 


left  out 

Dear  GCN, 

When  I  picked  up  the  May  1 1th  issue  of  GCN 
and  saw  the  article  on  “The  Left  and  the  Gay 
Movement,”  I  was  excited.  As  a  lesbian  who  also 
defines  herself  as  a  socialist-feminist  it  is  always 
exciting  to  see  other  folks  taking  the  left  ser¬ 
iously.  For  sure,  understanding  the  complexities 
of  the  left  in  this  country  is  a  mammoth  under¬ 
taking,  and  I  certainly  never  expected  any  one 
article  to  be  able  to  cover  it  all.  At  the  same  time, 
the  fact  that  someone  wrote  such  a  piece,  and 
still  further,  that  GCN  decided  to  print  it,  all 
seemed  encouraging  to  me.  I  say  all  this  because  I 
do  believe  that  whatever  our  individual  feelings/ 
thoughts  are  about  the  left,  as  lesbians  and  gay 
men  we  would  do  well  to  understand  what  sort  of 
relationship  does  and  can  exist  between  our 
movement  and  other  struggles  for  basic  social 
change. 

While  I  had  all  of  these  basically  positive 
feelings  about  the  article,  I  was  also  disappointed 
with  it.  My  biggest  problem  with  it  is  the  im¬ 
pression  it  may  leave  with  people  that  the  various 
groups  listed  are  the  sum  total  of  the  left  in  this 
country  at  this  time.  There  is  no  discussion  of  the 
very  widespread  reality  of  independent  leftists,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  many  and  varied  small  but 
critical  left  projects.  For  instance,  the  Red  Book 
Collective  must  be  understood  as  a  part  of  the 
left  in  Boston.  But  there  is  no  way  to  understand 
them  in  the  context  of  the  article. 

Beyond  that,  the  article  misses  the  whole  issue 
of  various  mass  movements,  such  as  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  struggle  and  the  women’s  movement. 
For  sure,  many  people  inside  those  movements 
are  not  self-defined  leftists,  of  any  particular 
variety.  But  is  it  not  realistic  to  think  of  those  as 
types  of  left-opposition  struggles?  This  is  a  tricky 
question  which  needs  careful  and  thorough 
analysis,  but  to  write  an  overview  article  on  our 
movement’s  relationship  to  the  left  and  to  not 
even  mention  such  mass  movements  seems  to  me 
to  give  a  lop-sided  picture. 

The  basic  point  I  am  trying  to  make  is  that  we 
must  not  fall  into  the  trap  of  thinking  of  the  left 
solely  as  those  national  organizations  with  tradi¬ 
tional  organizational  forms  (or  even  some  varia¬ 
tions  on  that  theme).  There  is  at  least  a  part  of 
the  left  in  the  United  States  that  has  a  history  of 
seeking  new  forms  and  breaking  out  of  tradi¬ 
tional  ways  of  seeing  things.  For  example,  for 
almost  a  decade  now,  socialist-feminist  groups 
have  been  working  to  develop  both  new  theories 
of  oppression  and  liberation  and  new  forms  of 
political  practice.  If  our  movement  seeks  to  truly 
understand  and  potentially  connect  with  the  left, 
we  need  more  open  and  all-encompassing 
discussions  about  the  left. 

Leslie  Cagan 
Cambridge,  MA 


To  the  Editor: 

How,  in  her  article  “Anti-Nukers  Include 
Gays,”  could  Nancy  Wechsler  have  failed  to 
mention  the  fine  musiemakers  who  lifted  our 
spirits  so  high  in  Washington  on  April  26th? 
Among  them  were  several  specifically  known  for 
their  gay  songs  and  support  given  to  our  move¬ 
ment  —  Bright  Morning  Star  (which  includes 
several  singers  involved  in  the  “Walls  to  Roses: 
Songs  of  Changing  Men”  album),  Pete  Seeger, 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  and  of  course  Holly 
Near.  More,  too,  but  I  couldn’t  catch  all  the 
names  when  they  were  announced. 

When  in  Washington  1  made  a  point  of 
striking  up  conversation  with  some  of  the  people 
getting  set  for  the  Jesus  march  the  following 
Tuesday,  and  of  picking  up  any  of  the  literature 
they  were  handing  out.  In  my  opinion,  it  appears 
GCN  and  the  gay  movement  in  general  made  far 
too  much  of  it.  I  am  a  confirmed  atheist,  though 
I  do  admit  to  a  prurient  attraction  to  some  of  the 
nuttier  religious  types  around  (1  love  their 
passion).  Still,  the  attempted  boycott  of 
Greyhound  was  half-baked  and  ill-conceived, 
and  the  event  as  a  whole  turned  out  to  be  much 
less  explicitly  political  than  imagined  before¬ 
hand.  As  strange  as  it  seems,  1  think  we  have  to 
confront  the  fact  that  there  are  millions  of  people 
walking  about  who  seriously  believe  the  Day  of 
Judgment  is  near  at  hand  —  within  the  decade  — 
who  are  not  necessarily  motivated  by  reactionary 
political  views.  In  other  words,  1  think  it  may  be 
more  productive  for  us  to  begin  approaching 
these  folks  more  on  the  basis  of  being  pro-life 
(i.e.,  anti-draft,  anti-war,  anti-nuclear)  than 
opposing  every  move  they  make.  1  feel  that  for 
the  majority  the  political  right-wingedness  may 
be  much  softer -core  than  we  like  to  imagine. 

Don’t  forget,  too,  that  along  with  the  Jews 
and  the  gays  and  the  labor  leaders  and  the  left  in 
the  Nazi  concentration  camps  (if  we  wish  to  learn 
something  from  history)  were  the  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,  who  would  not  take  their  orders  from 
Hitler  or  any  temporal  leader,  but  who  followed 
the  word  of  God,  a  line  strikingly  similar  to  that 
of  the  Washington  for  Jesus  people.  Can’t  we 
find  some  points  of  contact  with  thinking  like 
this?  If  we  can’t,  what  a  sad  lack  of  imagination 
we  have! 

Eric  Gordon 
New  York,  NY 


autocrat 

GCN, 

Recently,  New  Jersey  State  Senator  Walter  N. 
Sheil  who  is  also  Chairman  of  the  powerful 
Hudson  County  Democratic  Committee  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  group  must  support  Peter 
DiNardo  for  the  office  of  County  Sheriff  in  the 
Jurie  3,  1980  election. 

Several  members  of  the  Committee,  publicly 
elected  officials,  strongly  objected  to  the 
Senator’s  autocratic  decision.  They  pointed  out, 
to  no  avail,  that  Mr.  DiNardo  has  no  experience 
or  training  in  law  enforcement  while  the  incum¬ 
bent,  John  Gillen  (D),  has  a  good  record  in  his 
28 Zi  years  as  a  police  officer  and  sheriff. 

Senator  Sheil’s  choice  of  dictatorship  instead 
of  leadership  is  the  first  point;  the  second  is  his 
abysmal  record  in  Trenton. 

In  1979,  New  Jersey  Monthly  Magazine  chose 
Senator  Sheil  as  one  of  the  State’s  ten  worst  legis¬ 
lators.  In  1978,  Senator  Sheil  co-sponsored 
S-1276,  a  regressive  bill  which  would  have  im¬ 
posed  very  severe  penalties  for  any  homosexual 
activity.  The  bill  was  withdrawn  by  it’s  sponsor 
after  gay  protests  and  heated  Senate  debate. 

The  Senator’s  attempt  to  increase  his  power  by 
installing  a  puppet  sheriff,  his  announced  inten¬ 
tion  to  become  Mayor  of  Jersey  City  in  1981,  his 
ineptitude,  and  his  homophobia  constitute  an 
extremely  dangerous  situation  for  the  gay 
community. 

Dean  Watson 
Jersey  City,  NJ 

angered 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  terribly  angered  and  saddened  by  P. 
Soden’s  letter  in  which  he  indicated  that  he  felt 
public  thanks  should  be  extended  to  CBS  for  the 
program  “Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics.” 

I  was  infuriated  by  the  misrepresentation  given 
to  gay  power  and  politics  by  the  show.  I  was 
fearful  of  just  how  much  of  the  show 
heterosexuals  watching  it  would  swallow.  It 
never  even  entered  my  mind  that  gay  people 
would  want  to  offer  thanks  for  such  homophobic 
crap. 

Mr.  Sodin,  what  makes  you  think  that  gay 
people  in  Massachusetts  are  so  much  more 
“sacred,  creative,  work-oriented,  and 
omniferous”  than  gay  people  elsewhere?  I  agree 
that  gay  people  (as  well  as  others)  must  take 
responsibility  for  the  power  they  are  given,  but 
making  us  appear  as  totally  irresponsible  sex 
objects  on  national  television  does  little  for  our 
movement. 

If  everyone  took  your  “holier  than  thou” 
attitude,  Mr.  Soden,  there  would  be  no  gay 
movement. 

Arthur  Fogelman 
Boston,  MA 


bombshell 

Dear  Sisters  &  Brothers, 

I’ve  just  finished  reading  the  article  “Some 
thoughts  on  a  Concert,”  and  it  hit  me  like  a 
bomb.  This  uncalled  for  action  by  this  small 
group  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  1  stay  in  my 
closet.  I  consider  myself  lucky  in  a  way  for  not 
finding  out  until  my  thirties  (I’m  now  42)  that  1 
was  gay,  lucky  in  that  I  don’t  have  the  hang-up, 
for  want  of  a  better  term,  against  men  in  general, 
that  this  small  group  has.  Paradoxically,  I  feel 
unlucky  in  not  being  able  to  find  the  courage  to 
come-out. 

One  thing  I  do  know  living  on  the  stright  side 
of  the  street  is,  groups  like  that  do  not  help  our 
cause  “Right  now  —  This  point  in  time.”  Yes,  it 
shows  us  all  that  we  are  like  the  rest  of  humanity 
in  that  we  have  prejudiced  people  among  us,  and 
yes  again,  as  Americans  we  have  the  right  to  our 
beliefs,  but  the  fact  remains  that  groups  like  that 
hurt  us  all. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong  small  groups,  1  under¬ 
stand  where  you’re  coming  from,  this  is  not  a 
condemnation  of  anyone,  it  is  a  plain  simple 
observation  from  a  stuck-in-the-closet  person 
who  is  not  and  never  has  been  bi  —  in  any  way, 
but  does  love  all  of  you  out  there,  for  fighting  for 
me  openly,  all  of  you,  bis,  femmes,  butches, 
faggots,  S&Ms,  all  of  you.  I  have  yet  to  see,  even 
once,  anyone  not  grab  the  hand  of  the  person 
next  to  them,  man,  woman,  boy  or  girl  and  fail 
to  feel  goose  pimples  through  their  bodies  when 
Patti  O’Keefe  sings  “United  We  Stand  — 
Divided  We  Fall.”  We  all  stand,  we  all  feel  whole 
inside  and  we  all  feel  a  sense  of  beautiful 
belonging. 

Yes,  I’m  in  the  closet,  but  I  do  a  hell  of  a  lot  of 
in-fighting.  People  who  believe  I’m  straight 
listen  to  me  when  1  say  “hey,  these  people  should 
have  their  rights  too,  how  would  you  like  not 
getting  a  job,  Joe,  just  because  you  love  your 
wife?” 

And  they  do  listen  to  me.  You  all  have  brought 
us  a  long,  long  way  from  just  ten  years  ago,  but 
if  you  don’t  stand  united,  in  the  end  it  will  all  be 
for  naught.  If  you  continue  to  hate  each  other 
for  gender,  color  or  any  reason,  you  are  only 
helping  the  Anita  Bryants  of  this  world  bring 
home  their  sick  points. 

Thank  You, 

J.D. 

Lynn,  MA 
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Legislators  Lobbied 


continued  from  page  3 

Should  the  bills  pass  both 
houses,  it  is  unlikely  that 
Governor  Edward  King  would 
sign  them.  However,  if  the  bills 
pass  both  houses  before  they  go 
out  of  session,  King  could  simply 
ignore  them,  in  which  case  they 
would  go  into  law  automatically. 

There  are  approximately 
twenty-seven  sponsors  of  this 


year’s  legislation.  They  include 
Reps.  Barney  Frank,  Barbara 
Gray,  Saundra  Graham,  and  Sal 
Dimasi,  and  Senators  William 
Owens,  Jack  Backman,  and 
Sharon  Pollard. 

The  bills  are  also  being  backed 
by  a  coalition  of  liberal  political 
organizations,  including  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the 


Massachusetts  Women’s  Political 
Caucus,  Citizens  for  Participation 
in  Political  Action,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  Mass.  Teachers’  Associa¬ 
tion. 

The  lobbying  day  added  an 
important  dimension  to  the 
support  already  expressed  for  the 
bills,  according  to  Tierney.  “The 
problem  is  that  they  can  read  the 


bills  and  see  it  as  gay  civil  rights 
legislation,  and  that  can  mean  all 
manner  of  things  to  them.  It 
makes  them  nervous,  it’s  contro¬ 
versial,  it’s  an  election  year  —  it’s 
very  controversial  stuff. 

“But  if  they  can  have  a  man  or 
a  woman  sit  in  their  office  and  say 
to  them,  ‘It’s  not  controversial, 
it’s  a  very  real  issue  of  civil  rights 
for  me,  and  I’m  from  your 


district,  I’m  from  Burlington,  I’m 
not  some  wild-eyed  city  dweller 
from  the  Back  Bay  who  is  coming 
to  talk  to  you  even  though  I  don’t 
live  in  Burlington  and  never  have;’ 
then  I  think  that’s  pretty  effective 
stuff.” 
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225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
Off  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


> 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


The  National  Women's  Political  Caucus  Presents 

MARGIE  ADAM:  On  the  Road  for  Women's  Rights 

Sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Women's  Political  Caucus,  a  mulHpartisan  organization  dedicated  to 
placing  feminist  women  in  elective  and  appointive  office. 


BERKLEE  PERFORMANCE  CENTER 
136  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 


RESERVED  SEATING  TICKETS  $7.00 
Available  at: 


Child  care  provided. 
(Please  call  969-0365  by 
May  23  for  reservations.) 

Interpreted  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 

Wheelchair  accessible. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  6. 1980 
8:00  PM 


Berklee  Box  Office 

266-7455  (Mail  order  bi/  May  23) 

New  Words  Bookstore 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
576-53 1 0  (Weekends  only) 

Out  of  Town  Ticket  Agency 
Harvard  Square  492- 1 900 

Strawberries  Record  Stores 


Meet  Margie  on  ^unday,  June  8, 
2  —  4  pm,  at  New  Words 
Bookstore,  where  she  will  be 
signing  copies  of  her  new 
album,  Nuked  Keys. 


Roger  Loiselle,  formerly  of 
Beacon  Tours,  is  now  with 
Tri  -  Travel,  Inc. 

...  and  is  taking  care  of  all  the 
travel  needs  or  his  clientel. 
We  look  forward  to  having  you 
as  our  client. 

Call  Roger  for  all  your  special 
travel  arrangements. 

TRI  TRAVEL,  INC. 

312  STUART  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA02116 
Tel.  357  -  9700 


GONE 

EXPANDING 

detaiA  to  come  .  .  . 


»•••••••••••••••••••« 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 

»•••••••••••••••••••« 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 

Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


nAU 

mensuel  belgg  d  Information 


Redaction  et  abonnements: 

Gay  magazine  (GCN) 
avenue  Louise  164  6 
8-1050  Bruxelles 
BELGIUM 
Tel.  (2)  649-4056 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


JAMES 
GARCELON 

Carpentry 

Electric 

Plumbing 

Lochs 

7  Moultrie  St. 

DORCHESTER.  MA.  02124 
,  (617)  262-3864 


The  Ideal 

_ 3 

in  Copley  Square 

Restaurant 

for  gay  women ,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Coplev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
247-8249 


Natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair  &  skin  for  men  and  women. 

You’ve  never  had  a 
Eucalyptus  Bubblebath!? 

How  'About  apple  blossom,  bayberry,  bergamot,  coconut, 
frangipani,  frankincense,  gardenia,  ginseng,  hashish,  honeydew, 
honeysuckle,  jasmine,  lavender,  lilac,  musk,  new  mown  hay, 

patchouli .  . .  Qver  qq  fragrances  to  choose  fronj! 

Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  for  free  mail  order  brochure. 
78  Dartmouth  St.  (nr.  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116  617/536-3111 


LESBIAN/GAY  IS  HEALTHY 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
■for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition,  podiatry, 
counseling:  For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  and  Tues. 
evenings.  Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 


(617)267-7573 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment  jji 

617/924-8100  ? 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 

WATERTOWN,  MASS.  j 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 
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Sullivan  Suit 


Prisoner 

continued  from  page  3 
recently  released  from  prison  have 
been  attacked  and  falsely  arrested 
by  Los  Angeles  police  and  that  he 
fears  for  Smith’s  safety  if  he  is 
sent  there. 

Mehler  told  GCN  that  Russell 
Smith’s  lawsuit  goes  beyond  the 
right  to  read  gay  periodicals. 
“Russell  brought  his  case  not 
because  he  was  concerned  with  the 
FirstAmendment  issue,”  he  said. 


“He  brought  his  case  because  he 
wanted  to  bring  out  publicly  and 
on  record  the  situation  of  rape  in 
prison  and  the  use  of  young  men, 
not  just  gay  men,  by  the  prison 
system  and  the  fact  that  they  con¬ 
done  rape  and  use  rape  as  part  of 
their  institutional  system  of  con¬ 
trol.  I  don’t  think  that  anything 
that  happens  between  Norman 
Carlson  and  Robert  Kastenmeier 
is  going  to  change  anything.” 


continued  from  page  1 
added. 

Over  the  last  six  to  nine  months, 
Sullivan  said,  support  for  his  cases 
has  grown  steadily  stronger. 
While  the  Los  Angeles  chapter  of 
the  National  Organization  for 
Women  has  taken  a  strong  stand 
against  deportation,  the  March 
Committee  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (an  outgrowth  of  the  Com- 

\ 


mittee  for  the  National  March  on 
Washington  last  October)  organ¬ 
ized  demonstrations  for  the  last 
two  deportation  hearings,  he  said. 

Speaking  to  Sullivan’s  pros¬ 
pects  of  gaining  permanent  resid¬ 
ent  status,  Brown  predicted  “a 
long  road  yet  to  go.”  “The  legal 
validity  of  the  marriage  is  on 
appeal,”  he  said.  “If  that  decision 
is  adverse  we  may  take  the  case  on 


to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The 
application  for  suspension  of 
deportation  is  in  its  early  stages.  If 
the  judge  denies  it,  we  can  still 
make  many  administrative  or 
court  appeals  on  the  issue,”  he 
said. 

“Ultimately  1  think  we’ll  win,” 
Brown  said,  “although  1  won’t 
predict  where  or  how.”  “The  time 
is  right,”  he  added. 


\. 
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.The  Saints. 


2-for-l 

8-9  Friday  &  Saturday 

We  Need  You! 

please  come 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Araby  Rug  Galleries  inc. 


-one  of  the  finest  selections  of  antique,  semi-antique  and 
modem  oriental  rugs  in  New  England.  Expert  cleaning 
and  mending  facilities  available. 


661  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0012 


20%  OFF  SALE 
ON  ALL  NEW  RUGS 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITV 
HEALTH  CENTER 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shouus  —  Available  for 
Groups 

uuomen-ujorker,  ouuned  and  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


visit  with  us 
at 

aw 

an  inn 

24  Shore  Road  Ogunquit,  Me. 
(207)  646-2181 
Your  hosts:  David  &  Rod 

Traditional  accommodations 
&  efficiencies 
Complimentary 
continental  breakfast 


landscape 

designs 

complete  landscape  service 

small  garden 
and  courtyard 
designs 

Landscape  design  by 

JOE  DAGATA 

628-1125  leave  message 

Transgender 

study  &  research 
center 

transition  counseling-service 

•  Sexuality  Counseling 

•  Gender  Disorientation  Counseling 

•  Transitional  Therapy 

•  Consultant  in  Transgender  Motivation 

•  General  Counseling  by  a 
Counseling  Transgenderist 

member: 

Assn,  for  the  Advancement  of  Psychology  (AAP) 
Association  for  Humanistic  Psychology  (AHP) 
Association  of  Sexologists 

Lowell  MA  (617)  454-8295 

PRIVACY  ASSURED 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426-4031  10-NOON 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


Koala  5cgf  Haifcuttefs 

OPEN  EVENINGS 

253  Newbury  (Street  n  A  n  n  A  A  a 
bosloru  Mass  Q2116  WJ L  L  JL *-1 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 


Expert  Repoir  4  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenno  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


Sister’s 
Sub  Shop 

20A  College  Ave. 

Davis  Square,  Somerville 
Breakfast  alt  day! 

Subs  &  Sandwiches  of  all  kinds 
Call  for  Fast  Service  623-7050 
Hours:  8:30  AM  ’til 
8:30  PM  Mon.-Sat. 
Brothers  Welcome 
10%  discount  with  this  ad 
Any  Saturday 


John  P.  Ward 


Attorney  at  Law 

Relationship  Contracts 
Wills 

Incorporations 
Corporate  Matters 


Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Estate  Planning 


2  Park  Square  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*  617-426-2020 


C  Yfc/  il  L- 


WORK 


SOMA  provides: 

•Greater  Energy  «More  Youthful  Appearance 

•Balanced  Posture  *Easy  Relaxation 

through  a  10  session  body  therapy  program 
Peter  L  Stickel,  Certified  SOMA  Practitioner 
739  East  Main  St.  •  Gloucester,  MA  01903  •  617/281-3308 
384  Marlboro  St.  •  Boston,  MA  *  617/266-8122 


Plastering 

Conventional 

Re-Modeling 

Blue  Board 

Cornices 

Analglyphs 


lake  a 
good  look 
at  your 
walls 


Additions 

Repairs 

Masonry 

All  types 
of  wall  work 

Castings 


Yvonne  •  Marc  •  free  estimates  •  566-5288  •  call  evenings 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M,  Stryker  661  -697 5 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


Beacon  Hill 
Bicycle 


RALEIGH 

CONCORD 

DODSUN 


(617)  523-9133 


303  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02114 
(AT  CHARLES  STATION) 


The  Ever-Present  Odor 


THE  MAN  WHO  KILLED  BOYS 

By  Clifford  L.  Unedecker 
St.  Martin ’s  Press,  New  York 
222pp.  with  photos,  $ 10.00 

Reviewed  by  Mitzel 

Straight  Amerika  deserved  John  Gacy.  He  is  truly  a 
product  of  their  culture.  “They  could  not  under¬ 
stand  how  one  man  who  had  lived  among  them  as  a 
popular  and  trusted  neighbor  and  friend  could  have 
committed  crimes  so  atrocious  as  those  of  which  he  was 
accused.  ’’ 

They  never  do.  With  all  their  prejudices,  hatreds, 
greed,  ambitions  and  hypocrisy,  straight  Amerika,  busy 
breeding  Gacy’s  victims,  is  blind.  They  can  only  cluck 
at  the  scope  of  the  violence  of  which  they  arc  so 
centrally  a  part  and  wonder  why  fate  has  so  fatally 
struck  their  quiet  little  neighborhood. 

Monstrous  “personal”  violence  is  standard  operat¬ 
ing  procedure  in  Amerika.  And  ultimately,  acceptable. 
Let’s  just  recall  the  fall  of  1978  —  the  time  covered  in 
this  book.  Congressman  Leo  Ryan  and  others  murdered 
in  Guyana  by  Amerikan  religious  fanatics.  900  cyanide- 
snuffs.  Corpse  city.  A  week  later,  Dan  White  executes 
two  officials  in  San  Francisco.  Only  a  few  days  later, 
police  start  dragging  the  bodies  out  from  under  Gacy’s 
suburban  West  Summerdale  home.  After  police 
demolished  the  house,  neighbors  and  thrill-seekers 
grabbed  bricks  as  souvenirs  for  their  children. 

John  Gacy,  by  trying  so  desperately  to  become  the 
kind  of  man  Amerika  rewards,  turned  out  to  be  its  anti¬ 
thesis.  He  led  prayer  breakfasts  for  local  Jaycees.  And  at 

Flynn  Flam 

ERROL  FLYNN:  THE  UNTOLD  STORY 

By  Charles  Higham 
Doubleday,  New  York 
370  pp.  with  photos,  $12.93 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 


Like  Doris  Faber’s  biography  of  Lorena  Hickok, 
Charles  Higham’ s  Errol  Flynn  expose  was  heralded 
in  the  press  months  before  the  actual  book 
appeared.  These  “leaks”  (always  denied  by  the  pub¬ 
lisher)  are  not  only  clever  promo,  but  betray  certain 
industry  fears  about  what  will  and  will  not  sell.  Not  ten 
years  ago,  the  unearthed  “secret  sexuality”  of  any 
famous  person  was  enough  to  promote  a  book.  Now 
that  it  has  become  apparent  (to  the  general  public  — 
gay  gossip  has  always  been  ripe  with  this  knowledge) 
that  there  is  more  to  a  star’s  life  than  press  releases,  they 
have  to  titillate  a  little  bit  more  to  package  and  sell  their 
wares. 

This  new  Flynn  biography  is  being  promoted  on 
the  grounds  that  being  bisexual  is  not  enough  (Flynn’s 
affairs  with  underage  women  was  not  even  news  in  the 
fifties),  and  writer  and  publisher  have  taken  the  new 
tack  of  examining  Flynn’s  political  activity  as  a  bisexual 
Nazi  spy. 

It  is  interesting  that  this  book  should  come  so 
shortly  after  the  Anthony  Blunt  affair  hit  the  English 
press  (English  Knight  Turns  Out  to  be  Communist  Spy: 
Even  the  Queen  Knew).  One  wonders  if  Higham 
rushed  to  press  and  cut  short  his  research  and  rewriting 
to  help  stan  a  new  espionage  trend:  Hedda  Hopper 
meets  John  LeCarre. 

As  a  writer  of  Hollywood  clatter  and  movie  star 
bios  (this  is  his  fifteenth  book  and  sixth  bio)  Charles 
Higham  has  two  grave  flaws.  On  the  one  hand  he  is  too 
conscientious  a  reponer.  He  piles  fact  upon  fact,  some 
interesting,  some  not,  and  doesn  t  realize  that  we  read 
movie  star  biographies  to  find  out  the  din:  movie  stars 
are  interesting  mostly  because  of  what  we  thought  they 
were  or  wanted  them  to  be.  Higham’s  fact  finding  is 
meant  to  build  a  complete  ponrait.  However,  his 
second  fault  is  that,  being  so  concerned  with  minute 
facts,  he  misses  the  larger  issues;  he  isolates  his  main 
character.  He  also  does  not  have  much  of  a  feeling  for 
recreating  atmosphere  or  Zeitgeist;  very  bad  for  writing 
about  Hollywood,  which  is  all  tinsel  and  little 
substance.  His  biography  of  Charles  Laughton  was 
notable  solely  because  of  its  documentation  of 
Laughton’s  homosexuality  (which  Higham  was  not  able 
to  place  in  a  larger  context  of  sexual  attitudes);  his  Kate 
(Hepburn)  biography  only  gained  a  reputation  because 
she  was  against  his  writing  it.  Higham’s  usual  flaws 
manage  to  undermine  his  Errol  Flynn  book.  Too  much 
attention  to  detail,  too  little  attention  to  what  it  means. 

The  book’s  contention  is  that  Flynn,  in  the  heyday 
of  his  Hollywood  career,  was  an  active  spy  for  Nazi 
intelligence.  There  are  five  pages  of  notations,  a 
fraction  of  the  FBI  and  CIA  files  on  Flynn  and  his  asso¬ 
ciations.  A  secondary  subplot  is  that  he  was  an  active 
.  bisexual  who  had  sex  with,  among  others,  Tyrone 

continued  on  page  6 
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night  murdered  their  sons.  He  never  missed  mass.  And 
stuffed  bikini  underwear  in  his  victims’  throats  and 
throttled  them.  He  was  a  devoted  son  and  family  man. 
And  threw  lye  on  the  mound  of  bodies  in  his  basement 
crawl  space  to  kill  the  ever-present  odor.  Gacy  lied, 
connived,  and  pushed  his  way  into  places  where  they 
rewarded  business  braggadocios. 

For  three  years  he  was  director  of  Chicago’s  Polish 
Constitution  Day  Parade.  He  had  his  picture  taken  with 
Rosalynn  Carter  who  inscribed  it  with  best  wishes.  Gacy 
loved  to  be  where  the  action  was.  He  was  all  surface. 


Just  the  Facts 

MAUGHAM 

By  Ted  Morgan 

Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York 
711pp.,  $17.95 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

^  ^  ossip  is  the  food  of  the  gods,”  the  noted 

■  -—.raconteur  and  bon  vivant  Andrew  Suther- 
land  once  remarked,  and  1  don’t  doubt 
that  W.  Somerset  Maugham  would  have  agreed  with 
him.  Gossip  was  the  dust  into  which  Maugham 
breathed  life  to  make  his  best  fictions.  What  was  the 
Village  Mauresque  intended  to  be  but  his  own  private 
Olympus,  where  the  witty  and  notable  could  sip  am¬ 
brosia  and  act  brilliant,  with  Maugham  presiding  over  it 
all  as  Father  Zeus?  Complete,  as  Ted  Morgan’s  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Maugham  reminds  us,  with  thunderbolt. 

Of  course,  Maugham’s  fondness  (indeed  avidity) 
for  gossip  stopped  short  of  his  own  affairs,  and  in  his 
will  he  directed,  not  only  that  all  recipients  of  his  letters 
should  please  destroy  them,  but  that  his  estate  should 
give  no  assistance  to  biographers.  He  had  indulged  in  a 
certain  amount  of  autobiographical  writing,  in  which 
he  had  told  the  world  as  much  as  he  was  willing  for  it  to 
know.  If  he  could  not  prevent  the  writing  of  biogra¬ 
phies,  he  could  at  least  hope  to  limit  their  revelations 
and  their  reliability.  It  is  not  surprising  that  few  if  any 
letters  were  burnt,  but  it  is  surprising  that  Maugham’s 
literary  executor  should  have  broken  down  and  given 


and  that  was  okay  with  his  friends.  So  were  they.  He 
gave  lavish  theme  parties,  spent  money,  worked  long 
hours.  He  knew  he  could  get  away  with  anything.  Even 
mass  murder.  In  a  city  that  made  murder  famous. 

There  was  one  fly  in  this  ointment.  Gacy  loved  to 
suck  teen  cock  and  diddle  with  hunky  adolescent  boys. 
But  somehow  this  was  not  scripted  as  part  of  the 
wholesome  Chicago  suburban  package,  as  advertised. 
He  ran  a  construction  business  and  hired  muscular 
teens.  He  had  done  two  years  in  an  Iowa  slammer  for 
sodomy  with  a  minor  male. 


his  imprimatur  to  Ted  Morgan’s  Maugham,  citing  Mor¬ 
gan’s  “scrupulous  research”  and  “the  fact  that  he  had 
not  attempted  to  pass  any  moral  judgment  on  any  char¬ 
acter  concerned.”  About  this  “fact”  I  will  have  more  to 
say  presently. 

The  trouble  with  gossip  about  the  great  —  and  a 
biography  is  gossip  —  is  that  we  who  read  it  may  not 
ourselves  be  great  enough.  We  may  titillate  ourselves 
with  shock  that  the  famous  (like  our  parents,  another 
revelation  from  which  many  of  us  never  quite  recover) 
have  genitals  and  use  them.  We  may  grab  too  eagerly  at . 
the  subject’s  weakness  for  evidence  that  he  was  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  we  are,  worse  even,  and  so  we  are  justified  in 
being  complacent. 

As  much  generosity  of  spirit  is  required  to  write  a 
biography  as  to  read  one.  The  biographer,  flushed  with 
knowledge  and  power,  may  take  too  much  pleasure  in 
bringing  a  legend  to  earth.  Maugham’s  best  fiction  was 
an  invitation  to  join  him  on  a  lofty,  omniscient  level 
where  to  understand  all  is  to  forgive  all,  to  be  as  worldly 
and  unshockable  as  the  Old  Party  himself,  to  feel  em¬ 
pathy  with,  rather  than  smug  superiority  to,  the  fraili- 
ties  of  others.  Biography  can  offer  the  same  invitation, 
provided  its  literary  model  is  Madame  Bovary  and  not 
the  National  Enquirer.  Morgan,  it  seems  to  me, 
tends  toward  the  latter. 

On  the  one  hand,  reading  Maugham  requires  the 
reader  to  play  biographer.  Morgan  has  certainly 
done  his  homework,  and  has  assembled  a  huge  mass  of 
data  —  letters,  gossip,  interviews,  summaries  of  Maug¬ 
ham's  books  and  plays  with  excerpts  from  reviews,  pas- 


But  he  was  no  fag.  O  no.  When  fag  jokes  were 
told,  Gacy  laughed  loudest  and  longest.  We  all  know 
this  story  so  well.  When  Gacy  was  sexually  rejected  by 
one  of  his  crew  boys,  he’d  laugh  and  make  a  big  joke 
about  it. 

He  underpaid  his  young  workers.  There  were  many 
scenes  where  teens  came  to  his  house  and  screamed  and 
carried  on  about  being  exploited.  Gacy  didn’t  care.  The 
Chicago  suburbs  produced  a  ready  supply  of  cheap 
labor  for  him  to  exploit.  Kids  were  always  banging  on 
his  door  for  work.  A  homophobic  contractor  friend 


sages  from  memoirs  by  Maugham’s  friends  and  ene¬ 
mies,  and  trivia  such  as  the  number  of  the  stateroom 
Maugham  once  occupied  on  the  Queen  Mary  —  and 
dumped  it  all  together,  undigested,  imposing  on  it 
only  a  chronological  order.  Someone  could  write  a  fine 
shorter  book  on  Maugham  using  this  one  as  a  source, 
and  I  wish  someone  (preferably  gay)  would.  I  can’t 
imagine  anyone  reading  Morgan  for,  or  with,  pleas¬ 
ure.  At  best  his  prose  is  competent.  It’s  a  pity  he  didn’t 
have  the  humility,  as  Maugham  did,  to  ask  a  grammar¬ 
ian  to  pick  over  his  manuscript. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  Morgan  has  made 
some  effort  to  digest  his  material,  I  find  myself  grateful 
for  the  large  amounts  he  leaves  more  or  less  untouched. 
He  has  a  tendency  to  attribute  statements  to  his  sources 
indirectly  so  that  it  is  hard  to  tell  where  the  source  ends 
and  he  begins.  For  example,  he  ends  a  long  paragraph 
footnoted  to  Lady  Alfred  Ayer  with  the  comment, 
“Homosexuality  .  .  .  had  contributed  to  the  death  of 
the  heart.”  Who  is  passing  judgment  here?  That  Alan 
Searle’s  “sexual  services  were  still  needed”  by 
Maugham  in  his  seventies  is  attributed  to  Searle,  but 
judging  by  direct  quotations  from  Searle  elsewhere  I 
don’t  believe  he  would  have  worded  it  so  clinically. 
Would  Morgan  sum  up  a  heterosexual  marriage  in 
such  terms  as  “In  addition,  he  provided  sexual  relief 
whenever  Maugham  required  it”?  Barbara  Back’s  par¬ 
ties  may  have  been  known  to  heterosexual  London  “for 
the  size  of  their  homosexual  contingent,”  a  bigot’s  way 
of  saying  that  gays  at  her  parties  were  not  required  to 
wear  a  straight  facade.  If  the  isle  of  Capri  became  “a 


noted  that  Gacy .  didn’t  even  know  much  about 
construction  and  often  did  shoddy  work. 

Later,  Gacy  started  to  identify  himself  as  a  bisex¬ 
ual.  This  was  another  lie.  His  second  wife  said  he  was 
impotent.  They  never  had  sex.  She  said  he  had  told  her 
he  preferred  boys.  Since  pushiness  worked  in  every 
other  aspect  of  life,  why  not  with  taboo  sex?  Chloro¬ 
form  in  a  rag  held  over  their  faces,  handcuffs,  ropes, 
then  ditch  them  back  in  town  if  still  alive,  in  the  base¬ 
ment  or  river  if  dead.  He  killed  over  30  people,  “give  or 
take  a  few,”  as  he  commented.  Those  who  survived  had 
serious  injuries. 

Why  did  John  Gacy  have  to  resort  to  such  violence 
just  to  obtain  sexual  release?  Is  there,  in  fact,  some  con¬ 
necting  link  between  the  actions  of  men  like  Gacy,  Dan 
Corll,  Kearney  and  Corona?  And  do  the  connected 
crimes  of  these  men  say  something  about  the  quality  of 
“normalcy”  in  Amerikan  society? 

I  think  the  answer  to  all  of  these  questions  is  yes. 
Yet  you’d  never  find  this  out  in  Clifford  Linedecker’s 
ho-hum  horror-bio  of  Gacy.  Linedecker’s  police-pap 
analysis  places  Gacy  in  the  familiar  “lone  nut”  pigeon¬ 
hole,  though  he  is  willing  to  attribute  some  blame  to 
the  apparent  kinkiness  inherent  in  all  homosexuality. 
(Big  Wink.) 

It’s  not  much  in  fashion  these  days  to  talk  about 
repression  and  the  prices  we  must  pay  for  the  repressed 
status  quo  of  everyday  life.  But  Gacy’s  is  a  clear  case  of 
the  price  exacted  by  attaining  social  conformity  through 
sexual  repression.  I  do  not  think  Gacy  would  have  com¬ 
mitted  mass  murder  had  there  been  —  somewhere  back 
in  his  air-tight  Catholic  upbringing  —  space  for  a  little 
gay  ness.  Some  psychological  as  well  as  physical  area  for 
him  to  learn  to  be  comfortable  with  cocksucking  and 
sodomy.  Some  latitude  which  would  not  dictate  that 


homosexual  lust  must  be  followed  by  homosexual 
panic.  But  the  church  and  the  laws,  in  their  vicious 
repression,  created  the  monster  known  as  John  Gacy. 
And  as  long  as  church-guilt  and  state-fear  control 
people,  there  will  be  John  Gacys  popping  up  here, 
there,  and  everywhere,  trailing  their  cortege  of  corpses. 

Linedecker’s  little  book  gives  you  just  the  facts, 
ma’am.  And  this  too  is  an  Amerikan  obsession.  Mass 
murders  are  such  a  regular  feature  of  our  social  life  in 
this  country  that  they  begin  to  read  all  the  same.  Why 
Gacy  murdered  needs  analysis.  This  is  too  much  to  ask. 
Linedecker  suggests  that  it  is  in  fact  a  permissive  legal 
climate,  one  where  gay  liberation  has  been  tolerated, 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  law  enforcers  to  prosecute 
sex  crimes.  This  is  facile  and  cheap.  He  implicitly 
endorses  the  traditional  inclusive  notion  of  “sex 
crimes.”  It  never  occurs  to  him  that  it  is  the  law  which 
creates  mass  murderers.  Rather  than  acting  as  a 
deterrent,  the  sex  laws  (and  the  terror  they  instilled) 
made  Gacy  opt  for  mass  murder. 

For  Gacy  it  was  a  clear  decision:  kill  the  boys  and 
destroy  the  evidence,  or  risk  life  in  the  slammer  and  lose 
all  the  perks  of  being  a  First  Lady  hand-pumper.  He 
chose  murder.  As  the  prosecutor  at  the  trial  told  the 
press,  Gacy  only  killed  those  boys  who  threatened  to 
reveal  and/or  blackmail  him  because  of  his  sexual 
eccentricities.  Giving  Gacy  a  motive  for  his  crime  sort  of 
undercuts  the  Lone  Nut  hypothesis. 

Until  there  is  such  a  time  when  straight  Amerika 
begins  to  comprehend  the  price  exacted  by  existing 
legal  repressions  and  social  hypocrisies,  Amerikan 
neighborhoods  will  still  sprout  two,  three,  many  Gacys. 
And  they  will  still  cluck  their  tongues  and  grab  at 
bricks. 


The  Original  America 


ONLY  AS  FAR  AS  BROOKLYN 

By  Maurice  Kenny 
Good  Gay  Poets 
Box  277,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
43  pp.,  $3.00 

_ Reviewed  by  David  Ebedy _ 

Maurice  Kenny’s  vision  is  as  original  as  America 
itself;  1  mean  the  America  built  over,  paved 
over,  its  wooded  hills  cut  down  to  make  cobble¬ 
stone.  Part  Mohawk  from  northern  New  York,  where 
my  grandfather,  an  army  major,  was  once  stationed  — 
in  Plattsburgh,  a  place  in  the  mind  as  flat  as  its  name  — 
Kenny  writes  from  the  rich  world  which  has  nourished 
his  tribe:  strawberry  and  fish,  and  sweet  grass.  It  is  a 
world  in  which  land  and  body  are  one,  a  union  to  be 
created  through  love,  as  Kenny  shows  in  his  poem 
“Yosemite”: 

Palaces  of  ponderosa,  red-wood  temples. 

Echo  cries  of  coyote,  tremble  with  scratches 
Of  hungry  racoons,  their  eyes  covered 
With  black  bandage  like  the  eyes  of  my  love 
Who  cowers  in  the  darkness  of  an  arm 
From  the  wilderness  beneath  the  ponderosa 
Of  my  body. 


This  vision  of  a  beloved  and  sacred  land  has  sustained 
Kenny  through  a  life  of  work  in  I  Am  the  Sun,  Dancing 
Back  Strong  the  Nation  and  North:  Poems  of  Home.  It 
continues  to  nurture  him  in  his  most  recent  book.  Only 
As  Far  As  Brooklyn,  as  well. 

There  was  a  place  in  this  original  America  for  the 
homosexual  man  which  has  never  existed  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean.  “There  was  space  for  us  in  the  village,”  Kenny 
writes  in  “Wintke,”  where 
We  are  special  to  the  Sioux! 

They  gave  us  respect  fot  strange  powers 
Of  looking  into  the  sun,  the  night. 

They  paid  us  with  horses  not  derision. 

That  space,  of  course,  was  lost  when  the  Indian  nations 
were  crushed  by  the  white  race,  Christian  and  capitalist. 
But  the  memory  remains,  handed  down  from  genera¬ 
tion  to  generation,  often  surreptitiously.  Much  of  Only 
As  Far  As  Brooklyn  is  a  record  of  how  the  spark  of  vision 
is  passed,  the  embers  fanned  into  flame  by  the  breath 
of  the  poet.  Kenny  writes  about  such  an  event  in 
“Apache,”  where  he  meets: 
warrior  of  the  Yamaha 
hoteled  wild  Oakland 
in  the  night  of  smoke 
safe  from  reservation 
eyes  and  rules  .  .  . 

An  Apache  “who  struck  coup  on  a  Mohawk/  and  left 

continued  on  page  6 


sanctuary  for  the  third  sex,”  a  sanctuary  was,  after  all, 
needed.  Morgan  may  feel  impressively  Olympian 
when  he  adopts  these  clinical,  patronizing,  and  snide 
turns  of  phrase,  but  I  have  the  impression  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  makes  him  uncomfortable.  However,  he  is 
such  a  bad  writer  that  1  can’t  be  sure. 

Morgan  is  also  given  to  facile  psychologizing, 
so  that  he  hardly  needs  the  moral  judgments  which 
Maugham’s  executor  praised  him  for  eschewing.  He 
tries  to  pin  Maugham’s  misogyny  on  feelings  of  aban¬ 
donment  caused  by  his  mother’s  death  when  he  was 
eight:  “Women,  going  back  to  his  mother,  were  a  dis¬ 
appointment,  an  unreliable  species,”  he  speculates  on 
Maugham’s  motivation.  “He  appears  to  have  enjoyed 
turning  them  [actresses]  down  for  parts,  as  if  through 
them  he  were  punishing  all  women,”  Morgan  writes 
later,  as  though  Maugham  weren’t  equally  petty  in  the 
exercise  of  power  over  men.  He  seems  to  think  that 
Maugham’s  homosexuality  was  caused  by  his  misogyny, 
but  if  that  were  true  there  would  be  few  straight  men  in 
the  world.  He  goes  on  at  great  length  about  Maugham’s 
stammer  —  there  are  28  entries  under  “Maugham,  W. 
Somerset,  stammer  of’  in  the  index  —  citing  “the  list 
of  negativistic  syndromes  developed  by  the  psycho¬ 
analyst  Harry  Stack  Sullivan,”  into  which  “Maugham’s 
behavior  fits  quite  neatly.”  The  fact  that  “its  origins 
are  still  unknown”  does  not  prevent  Morgan  from 
saying  things  like  “a  stammer  is  something  you  do  to 
yourself,”  “a  way  of  telling  the  world  that  he  was  not 
like  others,”  “a  way  of  guaranteeing  the  situation  that 
you  foresee.”  “The  stammerer  has  some  quarrel  with 


himself,  he  sets  up  his  own  roadblocks.”  With  com¬ 
ments  like  these,  who  needs  moral  judgments? 

Still,  the  book  is  valuable.  Everything  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  W.  Somerset  Maugham,  plus 
much  else,  is  in  it:  Maugham’s  unhappy  childhood,  his 
wretched  marriages  (Syrie  Barnardo  and  Gerald  Haxton 
—  Maugham  once  said  of  Haxton  to  Godfrey  Winn,  a 
young  writer,  “You  do  not 'know  what  it  is-' like, 
Godfrey,  and  I  hope  you  never  will,  to  be  married  to 
someone  who  is  married  to  drink”),  his  humiliating 
senescence  (“If  you  think  I’m  gaga,  you  should  see 
Winston  [Churchill],”  he  told  S.N.  Behrman).  Yet  he 
was  a  fascinating  figure:  his  writing  career  spanned  65 
years,  he  was  famous  for  most  of  it,  and  he  hobnobbed 
with  the  literary  and  social  lions  of  three  generations. 
It’s  easy  to  despise  him  —  he  made  it  easy  —  and  as  a 
role  model  for  gays  he  had  little  to  offer.  He  never 
spoke  up  publicly  for  the  repeal  of  the  British  Sexual 
Offenses  Act  (but  neither  did  W.H.  Auden  or  that  old 
darling  E.M.  Forster)  and  never  spoke  again  to  one  man 
who  tried  to  get  him  to  do  so.  But  Maugham  himself 
summed  up  the  matter  best,  in  a  passage  about  Wagner 
quoted  by  Morgan: 

I  do  believe  they  are  right  who  say  that  the  defects  of 
famous  men  should  be  ignored.  I  think  it  is  better  that 
we  should  know  them.  Then,  though  we  are  conscious 
of  having  faults  as  glaring  as  theirs,  we  can  believe  that 
that  is  no  hindrance  to  our  achieving  also  something  of 
their  virtues. 
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GAY  RIGHTS  LEGISLATION 


The  Legislation 

These  are  the  gay  rights  bills  that 
have  been  introduced  into  the  1980 
session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis¬ 
lature: 

H.  4 020  Discrimination  in  State  Jobs 

“Defining  the  Right  to  Work  on  an 
Equal  Basis  in  Public  Employment” 
—would  make  discrimination  in 
state  and  civil  service  employment 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference 
illegal.  This  bill  lost  by  only  three 
votes  in  1979. 

H.3882  General  Discrimination 

This  bill  would  make  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference 
illegal  in  most  employment  (includ¬ 
ing  school  teachers),  housing,  mort¬ 
gages,  bonding,  credit,  public 
accommodations,  insurance,  union 
membership,  and  in  leasing  com¬ 
mercial  space.  It  does  so  by  amend¬ 
ing  the  existing  civil  rights  laws. 


What  you  can  do: 

Epistolary  politics 

The  most  realistic  way  for  people 
to  affect  the  vote  of  their  legislators 
is  to  write  them  a  personal  letter.  As 
many  as  six  letters  on  any  one 
issue  is  considered  a  landslide  by 


most  state  legislators,  so  your  letter 
does  count.  Who  are  your  state 
legislators?  Each  voter  has  one 
State  Representative  and  one  State 
Senator.  To  find  out  their  names, 
call  the  Voter  Information  Phone 
(1-800882-1649  toll  free;  in  the 
Boston  area  call  357-5880)  from  10 
am  -  2  pm,  or  the  League  of  Women 
Voters  in  the  phone  book. 

What  to  say.  Refer  to  the  bills  by 
number  plus  a  short  title  and  ask  for 
a  vote  in  favor  and  a  reply  to  your 
letter.  Your  letter  will  have  more 
impact  if  you  show  that  you  are 
familiar  with  the  legislator's  previous 
vote.  Check  the  list  on  this  brochure 
for  this  information  and  write  your 
letter  accordingly.  Thank  those  who 
have  voted  favorably  in  the  past  and 
ask  for  their  vote  again.  Ask  those 
who  voted  against  the  bill  to  recon¬ 
sider  their  position.  Supporting  this 
legislation  will  not  identify  your 
sexual  orientation.  Many  non-gay 
people  do.  Letters  needn’t  be  “pro¬ 
fessional.”  In  fact,  plain,  honest  let¬ 
ters  are  best.  Send  your  letters  to: 

The  Honorable _ ,  State 

House,  Boston,  MA  02133.  Begin  the 

letter  “Dear  Senator _ ” 

or  “Dear  Representative _ ” 

Get  others  to  write.  It  is  important 
that  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  write  their  iegislators. 


Elocutionary  lobbying 

A  visit  in  propria  persona  to  your 
legislator  is  the  ultimate  in  effective¬ 
ness.  It  is  best  to  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment.  Those  from  outside  the 
Boston  area  usually  have  an  office 
in  their  districts.  To  reach  your  State 
Senator  call  (617)  727-2455;  State 
Representative  (617)  727-2424.  If  you 
want  to  visit  your  legislator  with 
someone,  contact  us  at  (617)  242- 
3544,  and  we  will  try  to  find  some¬ 
one  to  go  with  you. 

Kinetic  and  pecunious 
energy 

We  need  money  mainly  for  print¬ 
ing  and  postage  and  rely  on  small 
individual  donors.  Checks  can  be 
made  payable  to  MGPC.  Also  we 
enjoy  meeting  with  and  hearing 
from  people  interested  in  working 
with  us. 

Yes,  I  can  join  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus 

□  $5.00  Individual  Membership 

□  $15.00  Sponsor 

□  $2.00  Unemployed/Student 

□  I  can  do  volunteer  work. 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address _ 


Zip. 


Phone 


Mail  to:  MGPC,  118  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  Box  179,  Boston,  MA  02115 

All  MGPC  membership  lists  and 
correspondence  are  confidential 
and  under  plain  envelope. 


The  State 

Legislature 

The  rating  system: 
How  they  stand. 

Y  —  Voted  YES  (progay)  for 

1979  anti-discrimination  bill 
N  —  Voted  NO  for  anti- 
discrimination  bill 

SP  -  CO-SPONSOR  of  the 

1980  gay  rights  legislation 

State  Representatives 

N  —  AGUIAR  (Swansea) 

N  —  ALEIXO  (Taunton) 

Y  -  ALEXANDER  (Marblehead) 

Y  —  ALMEIDA  (Plymouth) 

N  —  AMBLER  (Weymouth) 

N  —  ASIAF  (Brockton) 

SP  —  BARRETT  (Reading) 

N  —  BASSETT  (Lynn) 

SP  —  BENSON  (Leverett) 

N  —  BEVILACQUA  (Haverhill) 

Y  —  BICKFORD  (Berlin) 

N  —  BLY  (Saugus) 

N  —  BOH  IG  IAN  (Worcester) 

SP  —  BOLLING  (Roxbury) 

N  —  BOURQUE  (Fitchburg) 

Y  —  BROWNELL  (Quincy) 

N  —  BUFFONE  (Worcester) 

Y  —  BUGUONE  (Methuen) 

SP  —  BUNTE  (Ftaxbury) 

SP  —  BUSINGER  (Brookline) 

N  —  CAHIR  (Bourne) 

SP  —  CAHOON  (Chatham) 

SP  —  CARD  (Holbrook) 

N  —  CAREY  (Easthampton) 

N  —  CATALDO  (Ftevere) 

Y  -  CELLUCCI  (Hudson) 

N  —  CERASOU  (Quincy) 

N  —  CHMURA  (Springfield) 

N  —  CICCAREUJ  (Watertown) 


—  CIMINO  (Milford) 

—  CLARK  (Hamilton) 

—  COCHRAN  (Dedham) 

3  —  COHEN,  D  (Newton) 

—  COHEN,  G  (Andover) 

—  COLE  (Lexington) 

—  COLLARO  (Worcester) 

5  —  COLLINS  (Amherst) 

—  CONNELLY  (Agawam) 

—  CORAZZ1NI  (Shrewsbury) 

—  CORREIA  (Fall  River) 

—  COSTELLO  (Amesbury) 

—  CRAVEN  (Jamaica  Plain) 

—  CREEDON  (Brockton) 

—  CUSACK  (Arlington) 

—  DECAS  (Wareham) 

—  DE  F1LUPPI  (W.  Springfield) 
—  DEMERS  (Chicopee) 

DE  NUCCI  (Newton) 

—  Dl  MASI  (Boston) 

—  DOYLE  (W.  Roxbury) 

—  DRISCOLL  (Northbridge) 

—  DUFFIN  (Lenox) 

—  DWINELL  (Millbury) 

—  FALLON  (Clinton) 

—  FEENEY  (Hyde  Park) 

—  FINNEGAN  (Boston) 

—  FINNERAN  (Boston) 

—  FITZGERALD  (Boston) 

—  FLAHERTY,  C  (Cambridge) 

—  FLAHERTY,  M  (S.  Boston) 

—  FLYNN,  P  (Bridgewater) 

—  FLYNN,  W  (Hanover) 

—  FRANK  (Back  Bay) 

—  FREEMAN  (Chelmsford) 

—  GALVIN  (Boston) 

—  GANNETT  (Wayland) 

—  GIBSON  (Belmont) 

—  GILLETTE  (Pembroke) 

—  GOYfcl  it  (New  Bedford) 

—  GRAHAM  (Cambridge) 

—  GRAY,  B  (Framingham) 

—  GRAY,  J  (Groveland) 

—  GREENHALGH  (Harwich) 

—  GRENIER  (Spencer) 

—  HARRINGTON  (Holden) 

—  HEALY  (Charlemont) 

—  HERMANN  (N.  Ando/er) 

—  HOLLAND  (Longmeadow) 

—  HOWE  (Somerville) 
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Naming  Ourselves 


I  think  of  the  “coming  out  process”  I  think  of  it  as  the 
naming,  of  memory,  of  making  the  connections  between 
past  and  present  and  future  which  enable  human  beings 
to  have  an  identity. 
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reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  believing  that  I  could 
not  love.  I  couldn’t  imagine  a  more  horrible  fate.  I 
hated  myself  for  it.  I  believed  this  about  myself  be¬ 
cause  I’d  never  managed  to  sustain  “in  love’’  feelings 
for  any  of  my  boyfriends,  though,  driven  by  the  dread¬ 
ful  prospect  of  a  loveless  life,  I  strained  to  feel  swept  off 
my  feet  by  someone  of  the  appropriate  gender.  The 
only  project  I  worked  harder  at  was  concealing  from  the 
world  my  deep  devotion  to  my  best  friend.  My  yearning 
to  hold  her,  my  constant  awareness  of  her  even  when  we 
were  apart,  my  elation,  self-consciousness  and  content¬ 
edness  when  I  was  near  her  (which  I  arranged  to  be  as 
much  as  possible,  even  when  it  meant  hovering  around 
her  family’s  house  for  hours  in  freezing  rain  hoping 
that  I  might  glimpse  her  returning  from  her  Saturday 
job,  or  turning  down  a  New  Year’s  date  in  order  to 
spend  that  big  moment  on  the  phone  with  her)  —  it 
never  occurred  to  me  that  these  feelings  were  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  being  “in  love’’  which  I  was  anxiously  awaiting, 
because  their  object  was  a  girl.  But  if  “in  love’’  didn’t 
apply,  what  did?  What  other  word  had  my  language 
provided  me  to  make  sense  of  my  inner  upheaval? 
Silence. 

For  a  while,  I  kept  myself  convinced  I  was  just  an 
extremely  devoted  friend.  The  word  ‘  ‘devotion’  ’  was  all 
that  stood  between  men  and  craziness,  the  craziness  of 
having  my  powerful  emotions  denied  from  outside  of 
me  while  they  surged  inside  me.  Later,  when  my  sub¬ 
conscious  began  failing  in  its  efforts  to  hide  me  from 
myself,  an  abundance  of  names  for  my  feelings  became 
available  to  me:  “inappropriate”  (that  was  the  kind¬ 
est),  “abnormal,”  “sick,”  “queer”  (I  cringed  when¬ 
ever  I  heard  that  bantered  about  in  high  school  name¬ 
calling  sessions).  I  hated  myself  because  I  was  these 
things,  and  because  I  couldn’t  love. 

.  In  their  introduction  to  The  Coming  Out  Stories 
the  editors  Julia  Penelope  (Stanley)  and  Susan  J.  Wolfe 
quote  Adrienne  Rich: 

Living  in  the  void  of  namelessness  as  so  many  lesbians  do, 
living  in  the  silence,  we  must  all  have  had  intense 
experiences  of  immense  significance  which  became  un¬ 
available  to  us  because  we  had  no  names  for  them.  When 


The  Coming  Out  Stories  is  a  collection  of  “namings.” 
In  it,  39  lesbians  relive  their  “namings”  and  many 
retroactively  “name”  past  experiences  which  they  had 
misunderstood  —  or  missed  altogether.  These  stories 
inspired  in  me  thoughts  about  how  language  —  by  its 
silences  as  well  as  by  its  distortions  —  molds  everyone. 
As  I  read,  I  thought  about  how,  down  through  history, 
the  forefathers  have  generated  words  for  certain  phe¬ 
nomena  and  not  others.  Language  determines  what  we 
can  know  or  imagine  —  even  which  of  our  emotions  we 
can  fully  experience.  Coming  out  to  herself  without 
words  for  her  love  for  women,  each  lesbian  whose  story 
is  written  here  found  herself  caught  in  a  profound  con¬ 
tradiction:  one  part  of  her,  her  thoughts,  insisted  that 
another  part  of  her,  this  nameless  passion,  couldn’t 
exist.  Inside  her,  something  is  rumbling,  boiling  over, 
but  her  mind  needs  to  ignore  it  because  there’s  no  word 


that  fits  it.  She  knows  it  must  be  something,  she  knows 
it  must  be  nothing  —  unless  it’s  a  sign  of  insanity. 

At  this  point,  each  of  these  coming  out  stories, 
becomes  the  story  of  a  miracle  (Sally  Gearhart  has  said 
that  lesbianism  is  a  miracle).  These  are  stories  of  women 
“coming  to  speech  from  silence”  (Adrienne  Rich),  the 
story  of  women  “leaping  into  the  void  of  the  inconceiv¬ 
able,  that  which  is  inutterable,  that  which  has  no 
name”  (the  editors). 

While  the  stories  are  as  unique  as  each  woman’s 
life  is  unique,  they  are  also  all  the  same.  After  all,  their 
authors  have  a  lot  in  common:  they  were  all  victims  of 
(varying  degrees  of)  silence  about  lesbians  and  they  all 
eventually  violated  that  stultifying  silence.  The  con¬ 
tinuity  of  the  stories  validated  me  as  a  lesbian.  As  I 
read,  paying  close  attention  to  how  the  writers  dealt 
with  silences  and  distortions,  I  was  moved  to  see  famil¬ 
iar  patterns  emerge  over  and  over. 

Some  women  recalled  the  period  of  their  lives 
when  they  lived  in  utter  silence  about  lesbianism,  ig¬ 
norant  even  of  the  sordid  words  that  patriarchy  pro¬ 
vides.  In  this  predicament,  some  women  feared  they 
were  insane,  some  loved  in  blissful  ignorance,  others, 
like  two  of  the  women  quoted  here,  felt  severed  from 
their  own  strength,  their  own  wills,  even  from  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  depth  of  their  love. 

When  I  brought  a  very  good  college  friend  home  with 
me,  who  I  had  spent  long  hours  doing  everything  with  (I 
mean  we  were  inseparable),  my  mother  asked,  “Is  she  a 
lesbian?”  I  didn’t  know.  What  was  a  lesbian?  (Miriam 
G.  Keiffer) 

In  the  times  when  I  didn’t  even  know  there  was  a  word 
for  what  I  was,  I  was  so  weak,  so  able  to  be  swayed,  an¬ 
nihilated  and  no  one  would  ever  know  it.  When  Mary 
told  me  she  was  getting  married,  there  were  no  words  for 
my  outrage.  (Susan  Leigh  Star) 

I’m  afraid  we  separated  not  really  knowing  that  a  female 
couple  could  stay  together  indefinitely,  or  even  that  we 
had  in  fact  been  a  couple.  We  had  experienced  some¬ 
thing  for  which  we  had  no  room  in  our  imaginations  — 
an  alternative  to  marriage,  a  way  of  living  ideally  suited 
to  us. (Margaret  Cruikshank) 

Of  course,  eventually,  they  all  learned  the  word 
“lesbian.”  But  what’s  the  definition  of  “lesbian”?  A 
queer,  a  pervert,  a  lezzie,  a  bulldyke,  a  “man  in  a 
woman’s  body.”  However,  even  the  non-existence  of  a 
positive  word  for  a  woman  who  loves  a  woman  couldn’t 
shake  many  lesbians’  belief  in  the  rightness  of  their 
feelings. 

I  realized  I  was  in  love  with  her,  which  didn’t  seem  pccu- 
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liar  to  me;  rather,  it  was  a  relief  to  have  a  name  to  put  to 
my  feelings. 

At  the  beginning,  naming  my  lesbianism  was  sim¬ 
ple.  Then,  and  for  the  next  decade,  the  vocabulary  of  my 
lesbian  consciousness  contained  only  one  word:  Biz.  Al¬ 
though  I  was  aware  from  the  first  that  the  feelings  I  had 
for  Biz  were  termed  “lesbian,”  I  could  not  recognize  my¬ 
self  in  Ann  Aldrich  or  Radclyffe  Hall,  much  less  in  the 
abnormal  psychology  text  books  I  studied  nervously  in 
the  library  or  in  the  lesbian  passages  of  pornographic 
novels.  I  knew  no  other  lesbians,  and  I  didn’t  discuss  my 
love  for  Biz  with  anyone  but  her.  I  attributed  my  love  for 
Biz  to  her  rare  and  wonderful  qualities,  as  though  she 
were  a  goddess  fallen  into  my  Midwestern  life  whom  I 
was  compelled  to  adore.  (Caryl  B.  Bentley) 

Paradoxically,  the  outrageousness  of  the  lies  about 
lesbians  enabled  many  to  love  women  before  they  were 
ready  to  call  themselves  lesbians  and  deal  with  the  rami¬ 
fications  of  that  identification. 


One  night  we  got  a  litde  drunk  together  and  sat  next  to 
each  other  on  the  living  room  couch  with  our  arms 
around  each  other.  Marge,  who  was  with  us  but  sober, 
said,  “Goddamned  lesbians!”  I  remember  thinking, 
smugly,  No,  absurd,  if  we  were  goddamned  Lesbians  we 
would  have  to  be  doing  this  in  some  secret  place;  we 
couldn’t  be  hugging  right  out  here  in  the  living  room  in 
the  presence  of  another  person  .  .  .  (Margaret  Cruik¬ 
shank) 

We  recognize  as  much  as  we  can  afford  to.  I  didn’t  want 
to  know  then,  even  if  I  could  have,  where  my  life  was 
going.  (Judith  Niemi) 


Howe.er,  lots  of  lesbians  in  The  Coming  Out 
Stories  believed  the  lies  —  the  silences,  the  ugly  defini¬ 
tions  —  more  than  they  believed  in  themselves. 

The  day  I  accepted  my  label  I  still  didn’t  know  the  word 
lesbian.  The  label  I  accepted  was  homosexual.  Still,  1  had 
problems  with  even  that  since  what  little  I  could  find  in 
the  literature  that  was  available  to  me  in  1950  was  about 
men  or  about  women  in  prison.  Since  neither  of  these 
categories  included  me  I  concluded  that  I  had  to  be  what 
I  had  suspected  all  along  —  I  was  alone  in  my  affliction 
—  so  horribly  deviant  there  were  no  others  like  me  (C.J. 
Martin) 

This  woman  heard  the  silence  loudly  and  clearly:  your 
passion  is  not  supposed  to  exist  and  you  are  the  only 
one  (aside  from  other  deviants)  who  feels  it.  But  when 
the  silence  ceased,  when  she  discovered  a  word  which 
(with  a  little  adjustment)  fit,  she  discovered  an  entire 
people  —  her  own  people,  at  last  —  a  lesbian  people. 

I  had  a  new  word  for  myself,  “gay.”  1  wasn't  “homo¬ 
sexual”  or  “queer.”  I  was  “gay.”  It’s  hard  to  explain 
now  the  tremendous  freedom  that  word  bestowed  in 
those  years.  More  than  anything,  I  know  knew  for  sure 
that  I  was  not  alone,  that  I  wasn’t  the  only  “one”  in  the 
world.  The  year  was  1957.  (Julia  Penelope  Stanley) 

continued  on  page  7 


Women  and  Art 

THE  OBSTACLE  RACE 

By  Germaine  Greer 

Farrar,  Straus  and  Giroux,  New  York 

373  pp.,  $25.00 

Reviewed  by  Alice  T.  Friedman 

In  the  opening  chapter  of  her  book  on  women 
painters,  Germaine  Greer  sets  a  righteous  tone  by 
declaring  all  previous  efforts  on  the  subject  inade¬ 
quate,  implying  that  she  herself  will  finally  close  a  long 
neglected  gap.  What  is  required,  she  says,  is  a  more 
complex  analysis  of  the  particular  socio-economic  and 
cultural  oppressions  facing  the  woman  painter;  in  order 
to  justify  this  goal  she  dismisses  the  important  travel¬ 
ling  exhibition  Women  Artists  1550-1950  as  introduc¬ 
tory,  barely  mentioning  the  excellent  scholarly  cata¬ 
logue  by  Ann  Sutherland  Harris  and  Linda  Nochlin 
which  accompanied  it.  Other  articles,  shows  and  cata¬ 
logues  are  similarly  relegated  to  stepping  stones  in 
Greer’s  great  March  towards  Historical  Truth.  Using  a 
familiar  literary  and  scholarly  (and  wholly  anti¬ 
feminist)  tactic  to  set  herself  apart,  Greer  thus  intimi¬ 
dates  us  and  raises  our  expectations  that  she  will  answer 
new  and  important  questions.  Unfortunately,  this  book 
is  both  disappointing  and  frustrating  since  it  does 
indeed  raise  many  significant  issues  but  treats  them 
inadequately. 

The  Obstacle  Race  is  divided  into  two  sections:  the 
first  describes  the  problems  facing  women  painters 
throughout  history  —  family  ties,  love  relationships, 
humiliation  and  exclusion  by  male  artists,  teachers  and 
critics.  The  second  attempts  a  chronological  survey  of 
women’s  painting  from  the  Middle  Ages  through  the 
nineteenth  century.  That  there  is  no  detailed  discussion 
of  the  women  artists  of  our  own  time  is  surprising, 
given  Greer’s  experience  as  a  brilliant  theorist  and 
activist  in  the  current  women’s  movement. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  book  right  up  to 
the  closing  paragraph  we  are  treated  to  polemics  against 
the  patriarchal  art  establishment  and  exhorted  to  go  out 
and  rediscover  the  important  examples  of  women’s  art 
now  moldering  in  attics,  storerooms,  museum 
basements  etc.  There  is  much  that  needs  changing  in 
the  world  of  art  and  much  that  needs  to  be  uncovered 
about  women’s  place  in  it  —  many  women,  and  some 
men,  have  been  working  towards  these  goals  for  years. 

We  could  excuse  Greer’s  neglect  of  others’  work  in  this 
area  as  resulting  from  her  own  enthusiasm  or  as 
“journalistic  license,’’  necessary  to  dramatize  the 
problem  if  she  herself  were  actually  making  us  see 
women’s  art  and  male  oppression  in  a  new  light  —  if 
she  told  us  what  to  do  with  the  stuff  in  Grandma’s  attic 
now  that  we’ve  gone  up  there  and  found  it.  Because  the 
scope  of  her  book  is  so  broad,  she  cannot  go  into  any 
one  subject  in  sufficient  depth;  just  as  we  settle  into  one 
woman’s  story  (and  this  book  is  laced  with  captivating 
glimpses  of  women’s  lives)  the  narrative  moves  on  and 
we  are  left  hanging. 

Long  lists  of  names  take  up  pages  that  might  have 
been  used  to  help  us  understand  the  particular  obstacles 
facing  women  at  various  points  in  history.  Since  an 
editorial  decision  about  the  book’s  audience  seems 
never  to  have  been  made,  there  is  much  in  the  text  that 
would  be  appropriate  to  a  reference  work  but  is  out  of 
place  in  a  book  intended  for  interested  general  readers. 

This  may  be  entirely  the  editor’s  fault:  better  use  of 
appendices,  biographical  indices  and  other  back  sec¬ 
tions  would  have  weeded  out  the  text  and  made  it 
stronger.  As  it  is,  the  reader  becomes  exhausted  by 
thrashing  through  the  jungle  of  names  and  dates  that 
obscure,  rather  than  support,  the  argument. 

None  of  this  would  be  so  upsetting  if  Germaine 
Greer  did  not  have  a  great  deal  to  say  that  is  of  value.  It 
is  indeed  important  to  look  at  the  number  of  women 
whose  fathers,  brothers  and  husbands  were  also  artists 
and  point  to  the  many  times  these  women  were  seen 
only  as  followers  and  pushed  into  the  background  by 
their  families,  other  contemporaries  and  later  critics.  It 
is  important  to  reattribute  works  that  have  been  auto¬ 
matically  assumed  to  be  by  better  known  male  artists. 

But  it  is  crucial  that  women  artists’  domination  by  male 
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family  members  be  seen  in  the  context  of  a  discussion  of 
the  family  as  an  institution,  and  this  analysis  is  lacking. 
Similarly,  it  is  important  to  know  that  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  of  women  art  students  took  place  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  and  perhaps  earlier,  but  what  does  this 
harassment  mean?  It  is  never  stated  clearly  enough  that 
the  tragedy  of  women  artists  who  didn’t  have  time  to 
work  and  ran  a  household,  who  were  humiliated  for 
their  ambitions,  or  who  are  neglected  by  historians  is 
part  of  the  larger  tragedy  of  women’s  oppression  under 
capitalist  patriarchy. 

The  particular  structures  of  the  art  establishment 
in  any  given  period  —  from  teaching,  to  patronage,  to 
critical  writing  —  result  from  attitudes,  structures  and 
power  relationships  in  the  culture  as  a  whole.  For  each 
century,  for  each  decade  within  each  century,  these 
things  are  different,  and  it  is  this  that  makes  history 
really  exciting.  Rather  than  try  to  figure  out  what  makes 
a  medieval  nun  in  a  convent  different  from  a  female  art 
student  of  the  Academy  in  nineteenth  century  France, 
Greer  stresses  their  sameness.  To  make  the  connection  is 
indeed  useful,  but  good  history  takes  a  lot  more  work. 
The  answers  to  our  questions  about  women  artists  will 
come  after  we’ve  learned  how  the  workshops  and 
studios  were  run,  how  much  materials  cost  and  how 


critical  standards  were  arrived  at  and  how  they  varied  — 
from  one  class  to  another,  among  men,  among  women 
—  at  any  given  time  and  place.  We  need  to  know  how 
things  really  were  in  order  to  change  our  own  ways  of 
thinking  and  working.  When  historians  of  art,  society 
and  culture  are  demanding  greater  specificity,  more  use 
of  documents  and  generally  more  self-awareness  in  their 
own  work,  it  is  upsetting  to  see  a  feminist  historian  fail 
to  come  to  terms  with  these  issues.  We  want  to  explore 
the  concept  of  Good  Art  and  challenge  it,  and  we  want 
to  test  out  the  idea  of  a  women’s  culture  (visual  or 
literary)  throughout  time.  These  issues  are  raised  but 
never  seriously  considered. 

In  the  book’s  best  section,  titled  “Dimension,’’ 
the  small  scale  of  much  women’s  art  is  briefly  discussed, 
but  Greer  never  gets  around  to  saying  that  this  observa¬ 
tion  might  in  fact  necessitate  a  real  change  in  feminist 
attitudes  to  art.  Reading  this  chapter,  I  thought  of  Judy 
Chicago  apprenticing  herself  to  “amateur”  china 
painters  before  working  on  The  Dinner  Party  and 
incorporating  this  traditional  women’s  medium  into 
her  own  evolving  formal  language.*  Greer  states  at  the 
beginning  of  the  book  that  she  is  limiting  her  history  to 
the  study  of  easel  painting  and  its  particular  problems. 
But  the  question  of  dimension  raises  the  question  of 
medium.  What  about  quilts  and  ceramics,  what  about 
gardens  and  architecture?  Because  The  Obstacle  Race 
isn’t  pulled  together,  valuable  opportunities  for 
making  connections,  and  thus  for  tackling  the  most 
meaningful  questions,  are  lost. 

Lots  of  paintings  are  illustrated  but  few  of  them 
are  discussed  in  the  text.  This  is  a  trap  that  writers  often 
fall  into  when  they  discuss  visual  art.  I  mention  it  here 
not  to  be  pedantic  but  to  point  out  the  difficulties 
involved  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind.  I  believe  that 
both  the  history  of  art  and  art  criticism  can  and  should 
be  taken  out  of  their  ivory  towers  and  subjected  to  a 
thorough  analysis  in  the  light  of  feminist  politics.  But 
this  should  be  done  in  an  atmosphere  that  is  free  from 
pretentiousness  and  individualism.  More  and  more 
historians  are  realizing  that  history  ought  to  be  written 
by  teams  —  whole  groups  of  people  collaborating  by 
each  taking  a  piece  of  the  story  in  any  given  time  and 
pulling  it  together.  This  can  be  done  for  the  history  of 
women’s  art.  The  model  of  the  consciousness  raising 
group  is  a  good  one  for  groups  that  take  apart  the 
question  of  quality  in  art  and  put  it  back  together  in 
non-sexist  and  non-racist  terms.  Greer  never  even 
discusses  Black  or  Third  World  women.  This  is  an 
oversight  but  part  of  a  world  view  that  still  shares  a 
great  deal  with  that  of  the  critics,  historians  and 
teachers  whom  Greer  sets  out  to  analyze.  It  is  this 
perspective,  despite  much  research  and  thought,  that 
causes  the  book  to  fail. 

'The  Dinner  Party  is  coming  to  Boston  July  3  -  August  31,  1980. 


Marsden  Hartley’s  Sustained  Comedy  —  Portrait  of  an  Object  (1939),  reproduced  in 
Barbara  Haskell’s  Marsden  Hartley ,  Whitney  Museum/New  York  University  Press.  This 
book  is  a  catalogue  of  the  Hartley  retrospective  showing  at  the  Whitney  through  May  27. 
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Reproductions 
and  Confessions 

DRAWINGS  AND  DIGRESSIONS 

By  Larry  Rivers  with  Carol  Brightman 
Clarkson  N.  Rotter,  New  York 
264  pp.  285  illustrations,  $ 35.00 

_ Reviewed  by  Rob  Schmieder _ 

The  first  thing  we  want  to  hunt  for,  in  these 
digressions,  is  Rivers’  gay  life.  Confession-seek¬ 
ing  fortune  hunters,  we  are  hungry  for  the 
thoughts  of  the  man  who  called  his  portrait  of 
Napoleon  “The  Greatest  Homosexual,’’  for  stories 
about  his  friendship  with  Famous  Fag  Poet  Frank 
O’Hara,  for  portraits  of  the  other  gay  luminaries  whose 
sensibilities  and  senses  interacted  with  Rivers’  in  the 
intellectually  and  socially  promiscuous  post-war  New 
York  art  world. 

Rivers  rewards  his  fans.  He  talks  about  hanging  out 
at  the  Cedar  Bar  in  the  ’50s: 

You  had  painters  coming  in  there  and  poets  —  all  my 
friends  went  there  —  Kenneth  Koch,  Frank  O’Hara, 

John  Ashbery,  Arnold  Weinstein,  all  writers;  Howie 
Kanovitz,  a  painter.  And  it  was  about  sex  too.  What  is  a 
bar?  Figured  it  out  the  other  day  —  all  it  is,  is  about  sex, 
really.  And  loneliness. 

...  It  was  your  neighborhood  bar,  but  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  was  really  the  art  community,  the  downtown  art 
community. 

.  .  .  Whether  or  not  the  Cedar  was  a  kind  of  incubator 
for  certain  attitudes  toward  an  is  another  question.  I 
can’t  really  pin  down  any  aesthetic  I  came  away  with.  It 
was  more  like  a  place  to  find  out  what  was  going  on,  what 
was  happening.  It  was  a  verbal  news  shop  —  who’s  fuck¬ 
ing  whom,  who’s  going  to  show  whom,  who’s  going  to 
what  gallery,  who  just  sold  a  large  work.  It  was  like  that 
—  and  whatever  you  want  to  make  of  it,  you  can.  (p.71) 
Working  through  a  litany  of  famous  names,  Rivers 
returns  to  his  friend  Frank  O’Hara: 

What  was  Frank’s  influence  on  me?  ...  I  think  his 
influence  on  me  was  that  he  made  me  aware  of  poetry  in 
a  certain  way.  I  mean  I  wanted  to  read  certain  things 
because  of  him.  I  was  also  forced  in  his  presence  to  try  to 
clarify  what  I  meant  by  things.  Because  I  had  such  a  good 
audience,  I  would  try  to  be  more  exact  or  more  heroic.  I 
took  myself  more  seriously.  He  had  that  effect  on  me. 

He  was  also  gay  and  he  thought  he  loved  me.  We  slept 
with  each  other.  I  sort  of  thought,  well.  I'm  straight,  but 
I’m  doing  this.  Well,  I  don’t  know  how  straight  I  was  if  I 
was  doing  this.  And  we  carried  on  for  a  very  long  time. 

...  I’d  give  him  my  house  for  the  summer  sometimes  if 
I  went  abroad.  The  funny  thing  was  that  he  would  come 
out  to  see  me  for  years  and  years  and  years.  He’d  poke  his 
head  in  late  at  night  and  say,  “Want  a  blow  job?”  Here 
we  are  really,  getting  on,  you  know,  graying  at  the 
temples  and  he  still  continued,  (p.79) 

This  digression  is  not  just  a  casual  bit  of  gossip.  Rivers 
wants  to  tell  this  part  of  his  life,  and  the  anecdote  con¬ 
cludes  with  the  statement  of  a  sort  of  credo  that  is  to 
reappear  throughout  the  book: 

When  we  talk  about  art,  we  can’t  help  but  talk  about  its 
relationship  to  life.  There  are  all  sorts  of  experiences  — 
personal  experiences,  aesthetic  experiences  —  which  are 
ways  of  looking  at  things  and  coming  away  from  them. 
(P-79) 

O’Hara  was  clearly  an  important  person  to  Rivers.  At 
the  height  of  their  friendship,  he  inspired  some  of  the 
painter’s  most  high-spirited,  silly  actions.  They  colla¬ 
borated  on  an  uproarious  tract  on  “How  to  Proceed  in 
the  Arts.”  They  delivered  a  commencement  lecture  at 
Brown  in  which  they  talked  “about  homosexuality, 
fucking,  sucking,  buggering,  art  .  .  .We  were  a  great 
success.”  (p.82)  They  collaborated,  both  indirectly, 
when  Rivers  illustrated  O’Hara’s  books,  and  directly,  in 
a  series  of  lithographs  combining  poems  and  drawings. 
“How  were  two  superserious,  monstrously  developed 
egos  going  to  find  a  way  of  allowng  an  undiluted 
exposition  of  their  talents?  .  .  .  Frank  was  almost  as 
important  as  myself  in  the  overall  visual  force  of  the 
print.”  (p.  115) 

Even  stronger  than  the  creative  collaboration 
between  the  two  men,  was  their  emotional  bond.  Rivers 
writes  about  O’Hara  with  an  intensity  of  feeling  and 
vision  that  is  applied  to  no  other  character  in  his  life. 
He  reprints  a  eulogy  written  for  O’Hara  in  1966: 

Frank  O’Hara  was  my  best  friend  .  .  .  Without  a  doubt 
he  was  the  most  impossible  man  I  knew.  He  never  let  me 
off  the  hook.  He  never  allowed  me  to  be  lazy.  His  talk, 
his  interests,  his  poetry,  his  life  was  a  theatre  in  which  I 
saw  what  human  beings  are  really  like.  He  was  a  dream  of 
contradictions.  At  one  time  or  another,  he  was  everyone’s 
greatest  and  most  loyal  audience.  His  friendships  were  so 
strong  he  forced  me  to  reassess  men  and  women  I  would 
normally  not  have  bothered  to  know.  He  was  a  profes¬ 
sional  handholder.  His  fee  was  love.  (pp.  171-172) 

Rivers  talks  a  bit  about  his  two  marriages  and 
sundry  love  affairs ,  but  in  a  scattershot  way.  He  seems 
always  to  have  had  bad  luck  with  women,  always  com¬ 
ing  off  bewildered  and  a  little  disgruntled: 

She  was  a  germ  freak.  I  mean  she  followed  germs.  As  she 
saw  it,  a  lot  of  people  handle  money  —  people  have 
germs  on  their  hands  and  they  get  on  the  money  and 
then  into  the  cash  register.  Somebody  picks  it  up  and 
their  germs  get  on  the  money  when  they  give  you 
change.  So  when  Augusta  handled  money  it  was  as  if  she 
were  handling  disease.  When  she  talked  into  a  phone, 


There’s  a  deeper  question  about  drugs:  why  do  you  take  drugs  and  what  part  of  taking  drugs  has  to  do  with  the  idea  of 
“boredom”  and  being  an  artist?  Now  to  answer  that  question  is  very  hard.  What  do  I  mean  by  “boredom”  and  why 
am  I  bored?  Is  taking  drugs  the  same  thing  as  doing  art  —  to  alleviate  your  boredom?  I  don’t  know.  They’re  two  forms: 
one  the  world  accepts  because  it  seems  to  have  some  constructive  value  —  you  give  something  to  society.  And  with  the 
other  you’re  just  putting  some  stuff  in  your  veins  and  you’re  not  giving  anything.  When  I  say  there  have  been  more 
alterations  to  the  face  of  painting  because  of  the  artist’s  boredom,  I  don’t  think  I’m  referring  to  the  kind  of  boredom 
you  have  that  leads  you  to  take  drugs.  Drugs  have  more  to  do  with  avoiding  a  certain  kind  of  pain.  I  think  that  the 
constructive  value  of  drugs  for  me  was  that  they  enabled  me  to  hit  the  bottom  and  to  feel  as  if  there  was  nothing  else  to 
really  worry  about  or  do.  You  couldn’t  straighten  out  anything,  you  couldn’t  make  anything  better;  you  may  as  well 
just  paint  and  work,  from  Drawings  and  Digressions 


she  held  that  phone  further  away  than  most  people 
because  of  the  germs  that  were  coming  through  the  line. 
You  couldn’t  bend  over  a  pot  when  she  cooked  food 
because  the  germs  would  fall  off  your  face.  I  had  to  take  a 
bath  before  I  could  fuck  her.  I  guess  it  kept  me  clean  for  a 
few  years.  She’s  better  now,  but  she  used  to  sit  in  a  chair 
and  stare  and  I  just  thought  that  it  would  be  throwing 
the  children  to  the  wolves  to  leave  them  with  her.  (p.47) 
We  begin  to  detect  a  certain  coyness,  an  avoidance  of 
analysis,  that  allows  Rivers  to  maintain  a  persona  that  is 
sexually  ambiguous.  He  seldom  acknowledges  any 
responsibility  for  his  pan  in  his  emotional  relationships, 
and  his  pronouncements  on  sexuality  tend  to  be  non 
sequiturs :  “There’s  something  about  the  male  nude 
that  is  more  of  a  problem  than  the  female  nude”  is 
wedged  in  between  two  reproductions  of  nude  O’Hara 
ponraits. 

This  irresponsibility,  amounting  almost  to  passivi¬ 
ty,  is  extended  to  his  life  as  a  parent  —  his  children  are 
barely  mentioned  in  passing  —  and  as  a  painter.  He 
describes  his  creative  process  as  being  derivative,  reacti¬ 
onary,  mechanical;  he  worries  about  loss  of  inspiration: 
“And  then  the  boredom  thing  comes  in  too  .  .  .  Who 
are  you  fooling?  What  are  you  trying  to  do?”  (p.24l) 


Ultimately,  even  the  cannibalistic  “Golden 
Oldies”  pictures  of  the  late  ’70s  are  explained  away: 
I’m  interested  in  history  and  I’ve  done  paintings  based 
on  history.  I’m  beginning  to  have  my  own  history  that’s 
getting  so  thick  that  I  can  begin  to  almost  deal  with  it 
alone  as  a  subject.  I’m  accepting  this  idea  that  I’m  some 
kind  of  historical  fact .  .  .  how  could  I  now  come  back  to 
this  so  easily?  To  the  old  stuff?  I  should  move  on  and 
keep  experimenting  ...  I  think  that  you  don’t  get  that 
far  away  from  yourself  anyway. 

For  myself  there  must  be  that  other  route  jvhich  is  where 
your  affections  take  you,  and  where  you  keep  working 
out  the  little  kinks  and  all  that,  (p.251) 

The  format  of  this  book  is  inspired.  Larry  Rivers 
has  sat  down  with  Carol  Brightman  to  look  at  stacks  of 
photographs  of  his  pictures,  and  the  narrative  that 
emerges  is  like  that  of  an  old  person  leafing 
methodically  through  an  old  snapshot  album.  The 
impetus  for  the  sequence  of  the  digressions  is  almost 
always  emotional  rather  than  historical;  a  lover  defines  a 
creative  period,  and  the  development  of  an  aesthetic 
obsession,  such  as  Rivers'  monumental  paintings, 

continued  on  page  6 
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THE  MAN  WHO  KILLED  BOYS 

By  Clifford  L.  Unedecker 
St.  Martin ’s  Press,  New  York 
222pp.  with  photos,  $10.00 

Reviewed  by  Mitzel 


Straight  Amerika  deserved  John  Gacy.  He  is  truly  a 
product  of  their  culture.  “They  could  not  under¬ 
stand  how  one  man  who  had  lived  among  them  as  a 
popular  and  trusted  neighbor  and  friend  could  have 
committed  crimes  so  atrocious  as  those  of  which  he  was 
accused.’’ 

They  never  do.  With  all  their  prejudices,  hatreds, 
greed,  ambitions  and  hypocrisy,  straight  Amerika,  busy 
breeding  Gacy’s  victims,  is  blind.  They  can  only  cluck 
at  the  scope  of  the  violence  of  which  they  are  so 
centrally  a  part  and  wonder  why  fate  has  so  fatally 
struck  their  quiet  little  neighborhood. 

Monstrous  “personal’’  violence  is  standard  operat¬ 
ing  procedure  in  Amerika.  And  ultimately,  acceptable. 
Let’s  just  recall  the  fall  of  1978  —  the  time  covered  in 
this  book.  Congressman  Leo  Ryan  and  others  murdered 
in  Guyana  by  Amerikan  religious  fanatics.  900  cyanide- 
snuffs.  Corpse  city.  A  week  later,  Dan  White  executes 
two  officials  in  San  Francisco.  Only  a  few  days  later, 
police  start  dragging  the  bodies  out  from  under  Gacy’s 
suburban  West  Summerdale  home.  After  police 
demolished  the  house,  neighbors  and  thrill -seekers 
grabbed  bricks  as  souvenirs  for  their  children. 

John  Gacy,  by  trying  so  desperately  to  become  the 
kind  of  man  Amerika  rewards,  turned  out  to  be  its  anti¬ 
thesis.  He  led  prayer  breakfasts  for  local  Jaycees.  And  at 

Flynn  Flam 

ERROL  FLYNN:  THE  UNTOLD  STORY 

By  Charles  Higham 
Doubleday,  New  York 
370 pp.  with  photos,  $12.93 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 


Like  Doris  Faber’s  biography  of  Lorena  Hickok, 
Charles  Higham’ s  Errol  Flynn  expose  was  heralded 
in  the  press  months  before  the  actual  book 
appeared.  These  “leaks”  (always  denied  by  the  pub¬ 
lisher)  are  not  only  clever  promo,  but  betray  certain 
industry  fears  about  what  will  and  will  not  sell.  Not  ten 
years  ago,  the  unearthed  “secret  sexuality”  of  any 
famous  person  was  enough  to  promote  a  book.  Now 
that  it  has  become  apparent  (to  the  general  public  — 
gay  gossip  has  always  been  ripe  with  this  knowledge) 
that  there  is  more  to  a  star’s  life  than  press  releases,  they 
have  to  titillate  a  little  bit  more  to  package  and  sell  their 
wares. 

This  new  Flynn  biography  is  being  promoted  on 
the  grounds  that  being  bisexual  is  not  enough  (Flynn’s 
affairs  with  underage  women  was  not  even  news  in  the 
fifties),  and  writer  and  publisher  have  taken  the  new 
tack  of  examining  Flynn’s  political  activity  as  a  bisexual 
Nazi  spy. 

It  is  interesting  that  this  book  should  come  so 
shortly  after  the  Anthony  Blunt  affair  hit  the  English 
press  (English  Knight  Turns  Out  to  be  Communist  Spy: 
Even  the  Queen  Knew).  One  wonders  if  Higham 
rushed  to  press  and  cut  short  his  research  and  rewriting 
to  help  start  a  new  espionage  trend:  Hedda  Hopper 
meets  John  LeCarre. 

As  a  writer  of  Hollywood  clatter  and  movie  star 
bios  (this  is  his  fifteenth  book  and  sixth  bio)  Charles 
Higham  has  two  grave  flaws.  On  the  one  hand  he  is  too 
conscientious  a  reporter.  He  piles  fact  upon  fact,  some 
interesting,  some  not,  and  doesn’t  realize  that  we  read 
movie  star  biographies  to  find  out  the  din:  movie  stars 
are  interesting  mostly  because  of  what  we  thought  they 
were  or  wanted  them  to  be.  Higham’s  fact  finding  is 
meant  to  build  a  complete  portrait.  However,  his 
second  fault  is  that,  being  so  concerned  with  minute 
facts,  he  misses  the  larger  issues;  he  isolates  his  main 
character.  He  also  does  not  have  much  of  a  feeling  for 
recreating  atmosphere  or  Zeitgeist;  very  bad  for  writing 
about  Hollywood,  which  is  all  tinsel  and  little 
substance.  His  biography  of  Charles  Laughton  was 
notable  solely  because  of  its  documentation  of 
Laughton’s  homosexuality  (which  Higham  was  not  able 
to  place  in  a  larger  context  of  sexual  attitudes);  his  Kate 
(Hepburn)  biography  only  gained  a  reputation  because 
she  was  against  his  writing  it.  Higham’s  usual  flaws 
manage  to  undermine  his  Errol  Flynn  book.  Too  much 
attention  to  detail,  too  little  attention  to  what  it  means. 

The  book’s  contention  is  that  Flynn,  in  the  heyday 
of  his  Hollywood  career,  was  an  active  spy  for  Nazi 
intelligence.  There  are  five  pages  of  notations,  a 
fraction  of  the  FBI  and  CIA  files  on  Flynn  and  his  asso¬ 
ciations.  A  secondary  subplot  is  that  he  was  an  active 
.  bisexual  who  had  sex  with,  among  others,  Tyrone 
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night  murdered  their  sons.  He  never  missed  mass.  And 
stuffed  bikini  underwear  in  his  victims’  throats  and 
throttled  them.  He  was  a  devoted  son  and  family  man. 
And  threw  lye  on  the  mound  of  bodies  in  his  basement 
crawl  space  to  kill  the  ever-present  odor.  Gacy  lied, 
connived,  and  pushed  his  way  into  places  where  they 
rewarded  business  braggadocios. 

For  three  years  he  was  director  of  Chicago’s  Polish 
Constitution  Day  Parade.  He  had  his  picture  taken  with 
Rosalynn  Carter  who  inscribed  it  with  best  wishes.  Gacy 
loved  to  be  where  the  action  was.  He  was  all  surface, 


and  that  was  okay  with  his  friends.  So  were  they.  He 
gave  lavish  theme  parties,  spent  money,  worked  long 
hours.  He  knew  he  could  get  away  with  anything.  Even 
mass  murder.  In  a  city  that  made  murder  famous. 

There  was  one  fly  in  this  ointment.  Gacy  loved  to 
suck  teen  cock  and  diddle  with  hunky  adolescent  boys. 
But  somehow  this  was  not  scripted  as  part  of  the 
wholesome  Chicago  suburban  package,  as  advertised. 
He  ran  a  construction  business  and  hired  muscular 
teens.  He  had  done  two  years  in  an  Iowa  slammer  for 
sodomy  with  a  minor  male. 


Just  the  Facts 


MAUGHAM 

By  Ted  Morgan 

Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York 
711  pp.,  $17.93 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

^  ^  ossip  is  the  food  of  the  gods,”  the  noted 

^.raconteur  and  bon  vivant  Andrew  Suther- 
land  once  remarked,  and  I  don’t  doubt 
that  W.  Somerset  Maugham  would  have  agreed  with 
him.  Gossip  was  the  dust  into  which  Maugham 
breathed  life  to  make  his  best  fictions.  What  was  the 
Village  Mauresque  intended  to  be  but  his  own  private 
Olympus,  where  the  witty  and  notable  could  sip  am¬ 
brosia  and  act  brilliant,  with  Maugham  presiding  over  it 
all  as  Father  Zeus?  Complete,  as  Ted  Morgan’s  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Maugham  reminds  us,  with  thunderbolt. 

Of  course,  Maugham’s  fondness  (indeed  avidity) 
for  gossip  stopped  short  of  his  own  affairs,  and  in  his 
will  he  directed,  not  only  that  all  recipients  of  his  letters 
should  please  destroy  them,  but  that  his  estate  should 
give  no  assistance  to  biographers.  He  had  indulged  in  a 
certain  amount  of  autobiographical  writing,  in  which 
he  had  told  the  world  as  much  as  he  was  willing  for  it  to 
know.  If  he  could  not  prevent  the  writing  of  biogra¬ 
phies,  he  could  at  least  hope  to  limit  their  revelations 
and  their  reliability.  It  is  not  surprising  that  few  if  any 
letters  were  burnt,  but  it  is  surprising  that  Maugham’s 
literary  executor  should  have  broken  down  and  given 


his  imprimatur  to  Ted  Morgan’s  Maugham,  citing  Mor¬ 
gan’s  “scrupulous  research”  and  “the  fact  that  he  had 
not  attempted  to  pass  any  moral  judgment  on  any  char¬ 
acter  concerned.”  About  this  “fact”  Iwill  have  more  to 
say  presently. 

The  trouble  with  gossip  about  the  great  —  and  a 
biography  is  gossip  —  is  that  we  who  read  it  may  not 
ourselves  be  great  enough.  We  may  titillate  ourselves 
with  shock  that  the  famous  (like  our  parents,  another 
revelation  from  which  many  of  us  never  quite  recover) 
have  genitals  and  use  them.  We  may  grab  too  eagerly  at 
the  subject’s  weakness  for  evidence  that  he  was  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  we  are,  worse  even,  and  so  we  are  justified  in 
being  complacent. 

As  much  generosity  of  spirit  is  required  to  write  a 
biography  as  to  read  one.  The  biographer,  flushed  with 
knowledge  and  power,  may  take  too  much  pleasure  in 
bringing  a  legend  to  earth.  Maugham’s  best  fiction  was 
an  invitation  to  join  him  on  a  lofty,  omniscient  level 
where  to  understand  all  is  to  forgive  all,  to  be  as  worldly 
and  unshockable  as  the  Old  Party  himself,  to  feel  em¬ 
pathy  with,  rather  than  smug  superiority  to,  the  fraili- 
ties  of  others.  Biography  can  offer  the  same  invitation, 
provided  its  literary  model  is  Madame  Bovary  and  not 
the  National  Enquirer.  Morgan,  it  seems  to  me, 
tends  toward  the  latter. 

On  the  one  hand,  reading  Maugham  requires  the 
reader  to  play  biographer.  Morgan  has  certainly 
done  his  homework,  and  has  assembled  a  huge  mass  of 
data  —  letters,  gossip,  interviews,  summaries  of  Maug¬ 
ham’s  books  and  plays  with  excerpts  from  reviews,  pas- 


But  he  was  no  fag.  O  no.  When  fag  jokes  were 
told,  Gacy  laughed  loudest  and  longest.  We  all  know 
this  story  so  well.  When  Gacy  was  sexually  rejected  by 
one  of  his  crew  boys,  he’d  laugh  and  make  a  big  joke 
about  it. 

He  underpaid  his  young  workers.  There  were  many 
scenes  where  teens  came  to  his  house  and  screamed  and 
carried  on  about  being  exploited.  Gacy  didn’t  care.  The 
Chicago  suburbs  produced  a  ready  supply  of  cheap 
labor  for  him  to  exploit.  Kids  were  always  banging  on 
his  door  for  work.  A  homophobic  contractor  friend 


sages  from  memoirs  by  Maugham’s  friends  and  ene¬ 
mies,  and  trivia  such  as  the  number  of  the  stateroom 
Maugham  once  occupied  on  the  Queen  Mary  —  and 
dumped  it  all  together,  undigested,  imposing  on  it 
only  a  chronological  order.  Someone  could  write  a  fine 
shorter  book  on  Maugham  using  this  one  as  a  source, 
and  I  wish  someone  (preferably  gay)  would.  I  can’t 
imagine  anyone  reading  Morgan  for,  or  with ,  pleas¬ 
ure.  At  best  his  prose  is  competent.  It’s  a  pity  he  didn’t 
have  the  humility,  as  Maugham  did,  to  ask  a  grammar¬ 
ian  to  pick  over  his  manuscript. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  Morgan  has  made 
some  effort  to  digest  his  material,  I  find  myself  grateful 
for  the  large  amounts  he  leaves  more  or  less  untouched. 
He  has  a  tendency  to  attribute  statements  to  his  sources 
indirectly  so  that  it  is  hard  to  tell  where  the  source  ends 
and  he  begins.  For  example,  he  ends  a  long  paragraph 
footnoted  to  Lady  Alfred  Ayer  with  the  comment, 
“Homosexuality  .  .  .  had  contributed  to  the  death  of 
the  heart.”  Who  is  passing  judgment  here?  That  Alan 
Searle’s  “sexual  services  were  still  needed”  by 
Maugham  in  his  seventies  is  attributed  to  Searle,  but 
judging  by  direct  quotations  from  Searle  elsewhere  I 
don’t  believe  he  would  have  worded  it  so  clinically. 
Would  Morgan  sum  up  a  heterosexual  marriage  in 
such  terms  as  “In  addition,  he  provided  sexual  relief 
whenever  Maugham  required  it”?  Barbara  Back’s  par¬ 
ties  may  have  been  known  to  heterosexual  London  “for 
the  size  of  their  homosexual  contingent,”  a  bigot’s  way 
of  saying  that  gays  at  her  parties  were  not  required  to 
wear  a  straight  facade.  If  the  isle  of  Capri  became  “a 


noted  that  Gacy  didn’t  even  know  much  about 
construction  and  often  did  shoddy  work. 

Later,  Gacy  started  to  identify  himself  as  a  bisex¬ 
ual.  This  was  another  lie.  His  second  wife  said  he  was 
impotent.  They  never  had  sex.  She  said  he  had  told  her 
he  preferred  boys.  Since  pushiness  worked  in  every 
other  aspect  of  life,  why  not  with  taboo  sex?  Chloro¬ 
form  in  a  rag  held  over  their  faces,  handcuffs,  ropes, 
then  ditch  them  back  in  town  if  still  alive,  in  the  base¬ 
ment  or  river  if  dead.  He  killed  over  30  people,  “give  or 
take  a  few,”  as  he  commented.  Those  who  survived  had 
serious  injuries. 

Why  did  John  Gacy  have  to  resort  to  such  violence 
just  to  obtain  sexual  release?  Is  there,  in  fact,  some  con¬ 
necting  link  between  the  actions  of  men  like  Gacy,  Dan 
Corll,  Kearney  and  Corona?  And  do  the  connected 
crimes  of  these  men  say  something  about  the  quality  of 
“normalcy”  in  Amerikan  society? 

I  think  the  answer  to  all  of  these  questions  is  yes. 
Yet  you’d  never  find  this  out  in  Clifford  Linedecker’s 
ho-hum  horror-bio  of  Gacy.  Linedecker’s  police-pap 
analysis  places  Gacy  in  the  familiar  “lone  nut”  pigeon¬ 
hole,  though  he  is  willing  to  attribute  some  blame  to 
the  apparent  kinkiness  inherent  in  all  homosexuality. 
(Big  Wink.) 

It’s  not  much  in  fashion  these  days  to  talk  about 
repression  and  the  prices  we  must  pay  for  the  repressed 
status  quo  of  everyday  life.  But  Gacy’s  is  a  clear  case  of 
the  price  exacted  by  attaining  social  conformity  through 
sexual  repression.  I  do  not  think  Gacy  would  have  com¬ 
mitted  mass  murder  had  there  been  —  somewhere  back 
in  his  air-tight  Catholic  upbringing  —  space  for  a  little 
gayness.  Some  psychological  as  well  as  physical  area  for 
him  to  learn  to  be  comfortable  with  cocksucking  and 
sodomy.  Some  latitude  which  would  not  dictate  that 


sanctuary  for  the  third  sex,”  a  sanctuary  was,  after  all, 
needed.  Morgan  may  feel  impressively  Olympian 
when  he  adopts  these  clinical,  patronizing,  and  snide 
turns  of  phrase,  but  I  have  the  impression  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  makes  him  uncomfortable.  However,  he  is 
such  a  bad  writer  that  I  can’t  be  sure. 

'Morgan  is  also  given  to  facile  psychologizing, 
so  that  he  hardly  needs  the  moral  judgments  which 
Maugham’s  executor  praised  him  for  eschewing.  He 
tries  to  pin  Maugham’s  misogyny  on  feelings  of  aban¬ 
donment  caused  by  his  mother’s  death  when  he  was 
eight:  “Women,  going  back  to  his  mother,  were  a  dis¬ 
appointment,  an  unreliable  species,”  he  speculates  on 
Maugham’s  motivation.  “He  appears  to  have  enjoyed 
turning  them  [actresses]  down  for  parts,  as  if  through 
them  he  were  punishing  all  women,”  Morgan  writes 
later,  as  though  Maugham  weren’t  equally  petty  in  the 
exercise  of  power  over  men.  He  seems  to  think  that 
Maugham’s  homosexuality  was  caused  by  his  misogyny, 
but  if  that  were  true  there  would  be  few  straight  men  in 
the  world.  He  goes  on  at  great  length  about  Maugham’s 
stammer  —  there  are  28  entries  under  “Maugham,  W. 
Somerset,  stammer  of”  in  the  index  —  citing  “the  list 
of  negativistic  syndromes  developed  by  the  psycho¬ 
analyst  Harry  Stack  Sullivan,”  into  which  “Maugham’s 
behavior  fits  quite  neatly.”  The  fact  that  “its  origins 
are  still  unknown”  does  not  prevent  Morgan  from 
saying  things  like  “a  stammer  is  something  you  do  to 
yourself,”  “a  way  of  telling  the  world  that  he  was  not 
like  others,”  “a  way  of  guaranteeing  the  situation  that 
you  foresee.”  “The  stammerer  has  some  quarrel  with 


homosexual  lust  must  be  followed  by  homosexual 
panic.  But  the  church  and  the  laws,  in  their  vicious 
repression,  created  the  monster  known  as  John  Gacy. 
And  as  long  as  church-guilt  and  state-fear  control 
people,  there  will  be  John  Gacys  popping  up  here, 
there,  and  everywhere,  trailing  their  cortege  of  corpses. 

Linedecker’s  little  book  gives  you  just  the  facts, 
ma’am.  And  this  too  is  an  Amerikan  obsession.  Mass 
murders  are  such  a  regular  feature  of  our  social  life  in 
this  country  that  they  begin  to  read  all  the  same.  Why 
Gacy  murdered  needs  analysis.  This  is  too  much  to  ask. 
Linedecker  suggests  that  it  is  in  fact  a  permissive  legal 
climate,  one  where  gay  liberation  has  been  tolerated, 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  law  enforcers  to  prosecute 
sex  crimes.  This  is  facile  and  cheap.  He  implicitly 
endorses  the  traditional  inclusive  notion  of  “sex 
crimes.”  It  never  occurs  to  him  that  it  is  the  law  which 
creates  mass  murderers.  Rather  than  acting  as  a 
deterrent,  the  sex  laws  (and  the  terror  they  instilled) 
made  Gacy  opt  for  mass  murder. 

For  Gacy  it  was  a  clear  decision:  kill  the  boys  and 
destroy  the  evidence,  or  risk  life  in  the  slammer  and  lose 
all  the  perks  of  being  a  First  Lady  hand-pumper.  He 
chose  murder.  As  the  prosecutor  at  the  trial  told  the 
press,  Gacy  only  killed  those  boys  who  threatened  to 
reveal  and/or  blackmail  him  because  of  his  sexual 
eccentricities.  Giving  Gacy  a  motive  for  his  crime  sort  of 
undercuts  the  Lone  Nut  hypothesis. 

Until  there  is  such  a  time  when  straight  Amerika 
begins  to  comprehend  the  price  exacted  by  existing 
legal  repressions  and  social  hypocrisies,  Amerikan 
neighborhoods  will  still  sprout  two,  three,  many  Gacys. 
And  they  will  still  cluck  their  tongues  and  grab  at 
bricks. 


himself,  he  sets  up  his  own  roadblocks.”  With  com¬ 
ments  like  these,  who  needs  moral  judgments? 

Still,  the  book  is  valuable.  Everything  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  W.  Somerset  Maugham,  plus 
much  else,  is  in  it:  Maugham’s  unhappy  childhood,  his 
wretched  marriages  (Syrie  Barnardo  and  Gerald  Haxton 
—  Maugham  once  said  of  Haxton  to  Godfrey  Winn,  a 
young  writer,  “You  do  not  "know  what  it  is^  like, 
Godfrey,  and  I  hope  you  never  will,  to  be  married  to 
someone  who  is  married  to  drink”),  his  humiliating 
senescence  (“If  you  think  I’m  gaga,  you  should  see 
Winston  [Churchill],”  he  told  S.N.  Behrman).  Yet  he 
was  a  fascinating  figure:  his  writing  career  spanned  65 
years,  he  was  famous  for  most  of  it,  and  he  hobnobbed 
with  the  literary  and  social  lions  of  three  generations. 
It’s  easy  to  despise  him  —  he  made  it  easy  —  and  as  a 
role  model  for  gays  he  had  little  to  offer.  He  never 
spoke  up  publicly  for  the  repeal  of  the  British  Sexual 
Offenses  Act  (but  neither  did  W.H.  Auden  or  that  old 
darling  E.M.  Forster)  and  never  spoke  again  to  one  man 
who  tried  to  get  him  to  do  so.  But  Maugham  himself 
summed  up  the  matter  best,  in  a  passage  about  Wagner 
quoted  by  Morgan: 

1  do  believe  they  are  right  who  say  that  the  defects  of 
famous  men  should  be  ignored.  I  think  it  is  better  that 
we  should  know  them.  Then,  though  we  are  conscious 
of  having  faults  as  glaring  as  theirs,  we  can  believe  that 
that  is  no  hindrance  to  our  achieving  also  something  of 
their  virtues. 


The  Original  America 


ONLY  AS  FAR  AS  BROOKLYN 

By  Maurice  Kenny 
Good  Gay  Poets 
Box  277,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
43  pp.,  $3.00 


_ Reviewed  by  David  Eberiy 

Maurice  Kenny’s  vision  is  as  original  as  America 
itself;  I  mean  the  America  built  over,  paved 
over,  its  wooded  hills  cut  down  to  make  cobble¬ 
stone.  Part  Mohawk  from  northern  New  York,  where 
my  grandfather,  an  army  major,  was  once  stationed  — 
in  Plattsburgh,  a  place  in  the  mind  as  flat  as  its  name  — 
Kenny  writes  from  the  rich  world  which  has  nourished 
his  tribe:  strawberry  and  fish,  and  sweet  grass.  It  is  a 
world  in  which  land  and  body  are  one,  a  union  to  be 
created  through  love,  as  Kenny  shows  in  his  poem 
“Yosemite”: 

Palaces  of  ponderosa,  red-wood  temples, 

Echo  cries  of  coyote,  tremble  with  scratches 
Of  hungry  racoons,  their  eyes  covered 
With  black  bandage  like  the  eyes  of  my  love 
Who  cowers  in  the  darkness  of  an  arm 
From  the  wilderness  beneath  the  ponderosa 
Of  my  body. 


This  vision  of  a  beloved  and  sacred  land  has  sustained 
Kenny  through  a  life  of  work  in  1  Am  the  Sun,  Dancing 
Back  Strong  the  Nation  and  North:  Poems  of  Home.  It 
continues  to  nurture  him  in  his  most  recent  book,  Only 
At  Par  As  Brooklyn ,  as  well. 

There  was  a  place  in  this  original  America  for  the 
homosexual  man  which  has  never  existed  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean.  “There  was  space  for  us  in  the  village,”  Kenny 
writes  in  “Wintke,”  where 
We  are  special  to  the  Sioux! 

They  gave  us  respect  for  strange  powers 
Of  looking  into  the  sun,  the  night. 

They  paid  us  with  horses  not  derision. 

That  space,  of  course,  was  lost  when  the  Indian  nations 
were  crushed  by  the  white  race,  Christian  and  capitalist. 
But  the  memory  remains,  handed  down  from  genera¬ 
tion  to  generation,  often  surreptitiously.  Much  of  Only 
As  Far  As  Brooklyn  is  a  record  of  how  the  spark  of  vision 
is  passed,  the  embers  fanned  into  flame  by  the  breath 
of  the  poet.  Kenny  writes  about  such  an  event  in 
“Apache,”  where  he  meets: 
warrior  of  the  Yamaha 
hoteled  wild  Oakland 
in  the  night  of  smoke 
safe  from  reservation 
eyes  and  rules  .  .  . 

An  Apache  “who  struck  coup  on  a  Mohawk/  and  left 

continued  on  page  6 
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I  Just  Knew  You  Were  a  Virgo 


GAY  LOVE  SIGNS 


By  Michael  Jay 
Ballantine,  New  York 
387  pp.  $6.93 


Reviewed  by  Ian  Johnson 


It  was  bound  to  happen  sooner  or 
later.  The  First  Astrological  Guide 
for  Men  in  Love  With  Men.  A 
major  publisher  combined  the  proven 
profitability  of  mass-market  astrology 
with  the  newly  discovered  gay  (male) 
market  to  make  it  happen  sooner  than 
at  least,  had  expected.  Another  milestone  of  sorts. 

Not  without  hesitancy  did  I  accept 
the  review  copy  from  my  mischievous 
editor.  Blame  it  on  my  Mars  in  Can¬ 
cer,  but  1  did  not  relish  the  likely  ne¬ 
cessity  of  panning  another’s  efforts. 
Fancying  myself  as  an  astrologer,  I 
tHETish _ ID  must  admit  to  sharing  an  elitist,  in¬ 

ner-circle  attitude  that  all  commercialized  Sun-sign 
categorizations  of  this  sort  are  to  astrology  what  Virginia 
Slims  are  to  women’s  liberation.  Fortunately,  however, 
the  actual  reading  of  a  work  is  still  central  to  its  review, 
even  here  at  GCN.  Michael  Jay  is  a 
perceptive  astrologer.  He  has  pro¬ 
duced  astrologically  insightful  charac¬ 
terizations  of  the  twelve  archetypal 
signs  which  are  breezy,  well-paced 
and  enjoyable.  More  often  than  not, 
the  author  has  succeeded  in  the  diffi¬ 
cult  task  of  balancing  the  astrologer’s  traditional  role  of 
challenging  the  reader’s  sense  of  reality  —  to  see  that 
other  people  view  the  world  very  dif¬ 
ferently  —  with  enough  wit  and 
humor  to  make  the  process  fun  as 
well.  Any  gay  man  who  enjoyed  Linda 
Goodman’s  bestseller  Sun  Signs  or, 
(Goddess  forbid)  sneaks  a  peek  at  his 
daily  horoscope,  should  relish  the 
clarity  of  insight  with  which  Jay  utilizes  these  archetypal 
symbols  to  illuminate  the  expanse  of  male  to  male  sex¬ 
ualities. 

Indeed,  the  grave  flaw  of  this  book 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  material 
presented  —  within  its  genre  it  repre¬ 
sents  a  vast  improvement.  Its  prob¬ 
lems  stem  from  a  lack  of  context  in 
which  the  reader  is  to  use  it,  a  cred¬ 
ibility  gap  shared  by  all  such  Sun-sign 
based  astrology.  Simply  put,  don’t  get  too  carried  away 
about  “Loving  Your  Cancer  Man.”  Despite  what  all 
such  books  imply,  there’s  no  such  person  out  there! 

The  fact  is  that  even  the  most  basic 
level  of  astrology  utilizes  the  reality 
that  every  person  is  influenced  by:  not 
one,  but  ten  planetary  energies,  each 
of  which  becomes  individualized  by 
placement  in  any  one  of  twelve 
“houses,”  as  well  as  signs.  This  pro¬ 
duces  1,440  variables  just  for  starters.  Knowing 
another’s  sun  sign  alone  is  rather  like  knowing  his  or 
her  nationality.  Better  than  nothing,  perhaps.  A  place 
to  begin.  But  hardly  the  stuff  one  seriously  bases  a  rela¬ 
tionship  upon. 

Jay  further  stretches  this  superficial 
basis  almost  to  the  breaking  point  by 
exclusively  using  Sun-sign  data  for 
love /sex  analysis.  Now,  while  the 


Sun’s  placement  identifies  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  self-perception  or  ego,  it  is 
the  placement  of  one’s  Venus  which 
more  clearly  explains  his  conception  of  love,  how  one 
wants  to  be  loved.  Likewise,  it  is  Mars’  placement  which 
shows  how  one  is  likely  to  act  upon  this  impulse, 
demonstrate  love  (or  lust)  sexually.  Simplicity  can  only 
be  taken  so  far. 

That  said,  however,  it  would  be  an 
injustice  to  relegate  Gay  Love  Signs  to 
'  jrx,  r  j  V  the  category  of  entertaining  party 
f  ^  ^  games.  The  author  has  performed  his 

task,  within  the  limits  of  the  genre, 
responsibly.  Jay  has  accomplished 
much  more  than  merely  adjusting  the 
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pronouns  of  traditional  (heterosexual)  mass  astrology 
(It  should  be  noted  that,  until  recently,  not  only  have 
traditional  astrologers  considered  homosexuality 
“affliction,”  but  one,  in  particular, 
insists  upon  using  the  word  “pas¬ 
sion”  only  in  a  negative  context!) 

Thus  to  find  a  casual,  matter-of-fact, 
guilt-free  analysis  of  sexual  dynamics 
of  love /hist,  much  less  the  nitty-grit- 
ties  of  the  male-to-male  son,  is  (and  I 
use  the  term  guardedly)  revolutionary.  It  could, 
however,  be  argued  that  sexuality  is  dwelt  upon  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  development  of  gay 
as  a  holistic  lifestyle.  However,  if  the  i 
ten  page  “lifestyle”  section  at  the 
end  is  anything  more  serious  than  a 
last  minute  sop  to  “marketability,” 
than  I’m  thankful  we  were  spared  its 
development. 
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1  THE  SCALE. 


Unencumbered  by  the  constraints 
of  heterosexual  reality,  Jay  has  been 


able  to  accomplish  such  feats  as  to 

quite  consistently  prod  us  towards  the 
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internalization  of  both  “masculine” 
and  “femine”  energies  to  achieve 
“totality  in  sexual  experiences  and 


identities.”  From  his  introduction: 

The  basic  premise  of  this  work  is  that  gay  love  is  based  on 
the  freedom  and  the  power  to  choose  the  manner  in 
which  one  lives.  The  degree  of  responsibility  one  assumes 
for  these  choices  is  related  to  the  process  of  becoming  a 
creative,  or  self-actualizing  personality  ...  An  impor¬ 
tant  aspect  of  contemporary  gay  love  is  the  use  of  serial 


Kenny 

continued  from  page  5 

the  bed  victorious.”  It  is  a  victory  over  self-hate,  the 
suspicions  of  the  tribe,  and  the  laws  of  the  state.  The 
poems  to  Indian  men  met  and  touched  are  among  the 
best  in  the  book.  “Apache,”  “Papago,”  “Yuchi 
Brave”  and  “Comanche  of  the  Yamaha”  show  not 
only  a  caring  for  those  written  about,  but  also  a  deep 
concern  for  the  estrangement  they  share,  Indian  and 
queer,  doubly  adrift  in  the  land. 

This  alienation  is  clearly  shown  in  the  poems 
Kenny  has  written  about  Brooklyn,  where  he  has  lived 
for  the  last  thirteen  years.  When  the  city  intrudes  in  this 
book,  it  does  so  jarringly,  uncomfortably.  The  city, 
although  Kenny  does  not  say  so  openly,  is  a  blight  on 
the  spirit.  The  pulsing,  emotionally  expansive  and 
nurturing  Manahatta  which  Whitman  created  in  Leaves 
of  Grass  is  reduced  to  a  small,  violent  city  park  where 
one  can  “feel  the  lush  safety  of  forsythia/  hot  seepings 
of  murder.”  As  he  writes  in  “In  Whitman  Close,” 
more  to  the  point 
is  the  alcoholic’s  puke 
the  addict’s  itching 
the  knife's  quivering 
in  the  steel  heart 

Here  is  a  country  as  far  removed  as  possible  from  the 
sacred  land  described  in  “Yosemite.”  “The  cripple,” 
Kenny  writes,  “like  the  old  man /  can  only  scream  in 
Whitman’s  Park.” 

As  a  Native  American  and  a  gay  man,  Kenny  is  in 
the  unique  position  to  examine  the  disjunctures  of  our 
society.  His  identification  with  the  American  Indian, 
made  by  choice  as  well  as  blood,  allows  for  a  widening 
of  social  vision  which  is  unusual  in  homosexual  writing, 
and  creates  the  opportunity  for  new  meetings.  The  holy 
places  remain  —  street,  parks,  urinals  —  however 
hidden  and  threatened.  One,  an  underground  toilet 
described  in  “Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico”  is  the 
only  place 
in  town 

where  an  Indian 
can  touch 
an  Irishman 

Flynn 

continued  from  page  4 

Power  and  Howard  Hughes.  Both  of  these  facts  are 
interesting,  but  do  not  a  fulfilling  biography  make. 
Higham  fills  his  pages  with  details  of  Flynn’s  early  life, 
his  career,  and  his  exploits,  none  of  which  really  explain 
or  elucidate  his  shocking  news. 

Higham  does  not  attempt  to  show  us  the  effect  of 
Flynn’s  bisexuality  upon  his  life:  the  whys  and  where¬ 
fores  of  what  it  meant  to  be  bisexual  in  this  historical 
setting.  Perhaps  this  is  just  as  well,  for  when  he  does 
attempt  some  socio-psycho  analysis  —  “The  country 
[Australia]  male-dominated,  chauvinist,  worshipping 
the  male  body,  had  an  undercurrent  of  sado-masochist¬ 
ic  repressed  homosexuality  to  which  Errol  responded” 
—  it  is  of  a  Krafft-Ebing/Dear  Abby  caliber.  This  is  the 
same  sort  of  thinking  that  tells  us  Hitler  wanted  power 
because  he  had  a  weak  ego.  On  the  subject  of  homosex¬ 
uality  Higham  has  gotten  a  bit  better  since  his 
Laughton  biography  —  where  he  equated  Laughton’s 
severe  self-hatred  with  his  sexuality  —  and  Flynn’s  sex¬ 
uality  is  presented  matter-of-factly.  His  heterosexual 
voyeurism  is  seen  as  based  in  his  homosexual  feelings 
(i.e.  he  is  watching  the  men,  not  the  women)  and  his 
prodigious  sexual  activity  is  not  seen  as  patently 
neurotic.  But  aside  from  the  dropping  of  the  two 
famous  names,  there  is  little  of  interest  in  Flynn’s  sex 
life. 

The  political  aspects  of  the  story  promise  more 
excitement,  but  again  fall  short  of  providing  any  lasting 
insight.  Flynn  was  a  Nazi  sympathizer,  and  possibly  a 
spy:  well,  so  were  a  lot  of  people.  Charles  Lindberg  is 
one  of  the  most  famous.  The  fact  that  Flynn  made  little 
attempt  to  hide  this  is  somewhat  startling  and  Higham 
makes  some  interesting  points  in  trying  to  understand 
the  effect  of  Hollywood  money  upon  Congress.  The 
power  of  the  studios  allowed  stars  to  get  away  with  a 
great  deal,  and  the  case  of  Flynn  is  no  exception.  But 
Higham  is  so  engrossed  with  Flynn  as  the  example,  we 
get  no  understanding  of  how  the  whole  system  works, 
and  why  some,  like  Flynn,  get  away  with  what  they  do. 

This  last  instance  is  highlighted  if  one  thinks  of  the 
life  of  Frances  Farmer.  A  star  during  the  late  thirties. 


relationships  based  upon  the  concept  of  sex  as  a  celebra¬ 
tion  rather  than  an  expression  of  dominance.  Temporary 
physical  and  emotional  alliances  reflect  the  transitory 
nature  of  the  different  stages  of  personal  development 
.  .  .  Loving  and  nurturing  another  man  as  a  continuously 
evolving  personality  is  a  far  cry  from  the  kinds  of  relation¬ 
ships  we  have  learned  from  heterosexual  role  models.” 

Do  read  Gay  Love  Signs  if  you’re 
tempted.  It  may  whet  your  astro¬ 
logical  appetite.  Just  remember  that  it 
only  barely  scratches  the  surface  of  the 
wealth  of  knowledge  to  be  found 
through  a  more  serious  study  of 
humanistic  astrology. 


with  a  western 
accent 
and  keep 
his  Sacred 
Mountains 

How  far  removed  from  the  smooth  dome  of  El  Capitain 
are  the  cool,  white  forms  of  these  urinals,  and  yet,  for  a 
moment,  the  vision  hovers  and  is  passed  on. 

The  difficult  work  of  preserving  that  vision 
through  a  life  exacts  its  price,  however.  At  its  weakest 
Kenny’s  poetry  is  too  self-conscious,  too  “poetic”  to 
carry  its  message  strongly.  The  figure  of  the  poet, 
carefully  nurtured  and  guarded  to  survive,  sometimes 
obscures  the  subject  of  the  poems.  The  awareness  that 
“editors  clipped  words  and  published  the  poem”  spoils 
Kenny’s  otherwise  fine  tribute  to  a  friend  by  shifting 
the  focus  to  the  poet.  Occasionally  in  this  book  Kenny’s 
sense  of  himself  as  a  writer,  a  sense  one  must  have  to 
survive,  but  never  mention  to  succeed,  intrudes.  And 
yet  this  sense  is  a  part  of  who  he  is  —  fierce  at  times,  I 
suspect,  and  passionate  —  and  if  it  mars  a  few  poems 
here,  it  has  allowed  him  to  write  far  greater  work 
elsewhere. 

For  Kenny,  finally,  is  a  deeply  moving  and 
ennobling  poet,  for  his  people  and  for  us.  Listening  to 
Kenny,  who  is  a  powerful  performer,  or  reading  him, 
stirs  the  long-buried  memories  of  a  country  we  all  once 
knew,  and  helped  destroy,  where  the  sharp-shinned 
hawk  sailed  over  the  hidden  pond  of  our  youth.  This 
strange  dream  of  our  land,  not  ours  but  stolen  from 
others,  who  honored  vision,  made  real  by  Kenny  in  his 
poem  “United”: 

Moon  music  moved  them  together; 
breechclouts  left  at  the  door, 
straight  firs  ...  ponderosa  to  cedar  .  .  . 
naked,  crossed  in  the  star-burst  of  dawn: 
bent,  spent,  broken  in  deep  valleys. 

The  first  frenzied  dance  finished. 

Wovoka  shook  hands  with  Cornplanter. 

Earth  parts  for  the  seed  of  their  firs. 

When  will  the  Nations  gather  to  dance  again? 


she  had  leftist  leanings,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  some 
emotional  problems,  the  studio  abandoned  her  and  the 
state  made  an  example  of  her  by  condemning  her  to 
hideous  asylums  and  lobotomizing  her.  (Her  autobio¬ 
graphy  Will  There  Ever  Be  A  Morning  should  be  read  in 
conjunction  with  William  Arnold’s  biography  Shadow- 
land  for  the  full  story.)  There  are  sexual  and  political 
questions  raised  by  comparing  these  two  cases  —  who 
has  power,  what  do  they  do  with  it,  how  is  it  used,  on 
whom,  who  benefits.  It  is  exactly  these  hard  questions 
that  Higham  does  not  raise. 

Errol  Flynn  might  be  a  better  book  if  its  author 
decided  to  present  his  findings  as  Hollywood  gossip  — 
and  gossip  need  not  necessarily  be  false  —  rather  than 
as  important  news.  If  he  is  going  to  take  the  tone  that 
this  is  the  biggest  news  since  the  allies  landed  at 
Dunkirk  (with  no  help  from  Flynn),  then  he  had  better 
have  some  interesting,  and  intelligent  news  analysis. 
The  Untold  Story  is  no  more  interesting!forlhav|ing  been 
told;  it  would  have  made  a  better  news  note  on  Rona 
Barrett’s  spot  on  Good  Morning  America. 


Rivers 
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unreels  like  a  love  affair.  Best  of  all,  we  get  to  look  over 
Rivers’  shoulder  and  see  all  the  pictures  (some  of  them 
are  as  new  to  him  as  the  totality  inevitably  is  to  us). 

The  quality  of  reproductions  and  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  book  itself  is  extremely  variable.  Appar¬ 
ently  the  editors  were  willing  to  accept  anyone’s  home¬ 
made  photograph  of  a  distant  or  lost  work.  My  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  color  reproduction  is  dampened  when  I 
compare  the  vibrant  colors  of  the  painting  on  the  jacket 
to  a  washed-out  reproduction  of  the  same  painting  on 
page  145.  However,  this  book  is  invaluable  as  an 
archive  and  catalogue  of  Rivers’  drawings,  and  as  a  text 
on  an  artist’s  life  and  work  I  hope  it  will  be  widely 
imitated. 
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Coming  Out 
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In  the  state  of  namelessness,  women  are  kept 
weak,  kept  from  the  power  that  comes  from  self-know¬ 
ledge  and  pride.  In  contrast,  then,  naming  ourselves  is 
empowering  and  clarifying. 

1  keep  thinking  about  power.  The  intuitive  flash  of 
power  that  “coming  out”  can  give:  1  have  an  indestructi¬ 
ble  memory  of  walking  along  a  particular  block  in  New 
York  City,  the  hour  after  I  had  acknowledged  to  myself 
that  I  loved  a  woman,  feeling  invincible.  For  the  first 
time  in  my  life  I  experienced  sexuality  as  clarifying  my 
mind  instead  of  baaing  it  over;  that  passion,  once 
named,  flung  a  long  imperative  beam  of  light  into  my 
future.  I  knew  my  life  was  decisively  and  forever 
different;  and  that  change  felt  to  me  like  power  .  .  . 
(Adrienne  Rich) 

For  many  lesbians  in  The  Coming  Out  Stories ,  the 
naming  of  their  passion  ‘‘flung  an  imperative  beam  of 
light”  into  their  pasts  as  well.  The  significance  of  long 
ago  moments  becomes  clear.  The  editors  refer  to  com¬ 
ing  out  as  a  ‘‘beginning  of  wholeness  ...  a  coming 
together.”  In  naming  herself,  ‘‘coming  out,”  ‘‘coming 
together,”  a  lesbian  is  reclaiming  those  moments,  the 
lesbian  herstory  of  which  she  was  robbed  even  as  it  was 
happening. 

You  have  a  lot  to  learn  about  being  homosexual,  about 
the  consequences  of  that  realization.  Remember  high 
school?  Remember  those  halcyon  days,  like  a  dream  to 
you  by  now,  when  all  the  women  you  knew  were  mostly 
glad  that  the  boys  generally  ignored  you?  You  had  more 
important  concerns  even  then.  Weren’t  you  a  lesbian  all 
those  months  and  years?  You’d  made  love  to  womyn, 
hadn’t  you?  You  dreamed  secret  dreams  about  loving 
womyn,  loving  your  friends.  Wasn’t  that  homosexual? 
Were  you  a  lesbian  at  that  point  in  your  life  too?  (Martha 
Pillow) 

Because  our  herstory  is  circulated  among  us  and 
bequeathed  from  generation  to  generation  by  word  of 
mouth  only,  our  hold  on  it  is  fragile.  And  each  les¬ 
bian’s  story  fades  as  her  voice  fades. 

Therein  lies  the  significance  of  The  Coming  Out 
Stories.  In  it,  the  content  of  our  oral  tradition  has  been 
captured  on  printed  pages.  And  books  regularly  outlast 
their  authors.  Although  The  Coming  Out  Stories  is  un¬ 
likely  to  end  up  preserved  in  an  airtight  display  case  in 
the  Smithsonian,  it  could  be  recycled  (read,  forgotten, 
found,  re-issued,  read,  forgotten,  found  .  .  .)  indefin¬ 
itely.  Imagine  how  validating  and  exciting  it  would 
have  been  to  be  able  to  read  coming  out  stories  written 
by  turn  of  the  century  lesbians,  or  lesbians  from  the 
Middle  Ages. 

One  characteristic  of  The  Coming  Out  Stories 
deeply  disturbed  and  disappointed  me:  its  near  silence 
about  working  class  lesbians.  Most  of  the  stories  were 
written  by  women  who  came  out  in  academia  —  while 
they  were  college  students,  graduate  students  or  pro¬ 
fessors.  In  a  collection  of  lesbian  coming  out  stories,  the 
more  varied  the  voices,  the  better.  The  uneven  quality 
of  the  writing  from  story  to  story  in  this  collection  en¬ 
hanced  it,  while  the  homogeneity  of  class  mars  it. 

Reading  The  Coming  Out  Stories ,  coming  out  over 
and  over  again  in  empathy  with  the  story  tellers, 
validated  me  as  a  lesbian.  It  also  inspired  me.  I  emerged 
from  it  having  recalled  and  reclaimed  more  of  my  own 
long  forgotten,  once  nameless,  lesbian  past.  The 
Coming  Out  Stories  is  a  coming  out  experience  in  itself. 


SWEETHEARTS  300/735 

W.S.  Van  Dyke  II  directs  the  incomparable  Jeanette 
MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy  in  a  rare  and  tender 
Christmas  spectacle  from  the  year  1938. 

'TKacftime 

12:30  /  5:10  /  9:45 

(1937)  Robert  Z.  Leonard 
directs  this  time  with  Jeanette 
MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy 
appearing  as  the  star-crossed 
lovers  in  one  of  the  most 
sublime  and  magnificent 
operettas  ever  committed 
to  film. 
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YOUR 

LOVER  JUST  DIED 
NOW  WHAT? 


Here’s  the  most  tragic  situation  that 
any  gay  man  or  woman  may  ever  face: 
your  lover  dies  without  leaving  a  will.  In 
the  midst  of  your  deepest  grief,  his  or 
her  family  arrives  with  the  aim  of  claim¬ 
ing  all  of  the  deceased’s  possessions.  You 
suddenly  find  that  the  lock  on  your 
apartment  door  has  been  changed,  and 
you  are  submerged  in  a  complicated, 
frustrating,  and  heartbreaking  battle- 
one  that  could  cost  you  thousands  of 
dollars,  your  health,  and  all  the  pleasant 
memories  of  your  relationship. 

In  our  February  issue,  Tim  Dlugos 
(who  wrote  our  talked-about  article  on 
the  gay  challenge  to  the  Catholic  church) 
writes  on  the  struggle  of  one  man  after 
the  death  of  his  lover. '  Dlugos  offers 
some  legal  tips  on  how  to  avoid  one  of 
the  worst  possible  experiences  in  any 
gay  person’s  life. 

Also  in  the  February  issue,  Michael 
Denneny,  author  of  our  highly  success¬ 
ful  “Anatomy  of  a  Love  Affair,”  turns 
on  his  tape  recorder  again  to  talk  to  a 
male  porn  dancer.  It’s  called  “Blue 
Moves,”  and  it’s  one  of  Denneny’s  most 
exciting  conversations  to  date.  And 
don’t  miss  Ana  Roca’s  interview  with  a 
young  gay  Cuban  exile  who  gives  up-to- 
the-minute  details  on  the  situation  for 
gays  on  the  island. 

Our  aim  at  Christopher  Street  is  to 
provide  the  gay  world  with  the  best 
writing  we  can  get  our  hands  on.  Every 
month  we  publish  nonfiction,  fiction, 
poetry,  and  cartoons  that  can’t  be 
found  in  any  other  publication.  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  presents  Americans  with 


truly  fresh  thoughts  about  love,  sex,  and 
relationships. 

1 980  will  be  a  big  year  for  gay  books. 
In  February,  Edmund  White’s  States  of 
Desire:  Travels  in  (lay  America  will  be 
published  by  E.  P.  Dutton,  and  in  April, 
St.  Martin’s  will  publish  George  Whit¬ 
more’s  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum. 
Both  books  were  introduced  to  the  gay 
world  by  Christopher  Street. 

Now  in  our  fourth  year,  we’ve  ac¬ 
cumulated  an  impressive  list  of  publish¬ 
ing  firsts.  We  published  the  first  gay 
novel  by  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  first 
lesbian  novel  by  a  philosophy  professor. 
We  published  the  first  extensive  article 
on  the  life  of  Harvey  Milk.  We  intro¬ 
duced  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  from 
the  Dance  and  Fran  Lebowitz’s  Metro¬ 
politan  Life.  We  published  articles  on 
the  perils  of  poppers,  President  Carter’s 
nephew,  and  the  plight  of  a  gay  poet  in 
a  Russian  labor  camp.  Writers  we  pub¬ 
lish  include  Christopher  Isherwood, 
Kate  Millett,  Jane  Rule,  Richard  Howard, 
Tennessee  Williams,  James  Merrill,  Sey¬ 
mour  Kleinberg,  Martin  Duberman, 
Dennis  Altman,  John  Lahr,  and  Manuel 
Puig. 

You’ll  find  Christopher  Street  a  se¬ 
rious  and  lively  addition  to  your  reading 
each  month.  You  can  read  next  year’s 
most  important  gay  books  in  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  today. 

Subscribe  now  so  that  you  don’t  miss 
a  single  issue.  (If  you  want  to  receive 
the  February  issue,  then  send  us  $3.00 
and  we’ll  mail  you  the  issue  via  first 
class  mail.) 


‘He  was  a  clone,  but  I  miss  him.  ” 


For  Master  Charge  and  Visa  Orders  Only: 

Call  TOLL  FREE  (800)  621-5809.  Illinois  residents  call  (800)  972-5858. 

CHRISTOPHER  STREET  MAGAZINE 

250  West  57th  Street,  Suite  417,  New  York,  N.Y.  10019 

0 Check/Money  Order  (end.)  OMeeter  Charge  0Visa 

01  Year  $18.00  (Foreign  $28.00)02  Years  $34.00  (Foreign  $54.00) 

03  Years  $47.00  (Foreign  $77.00) 

O  New  Subscription  0Renewal  OSend  me  the  February  issue  first  class  ($3.00) 


Name 


Do  not  write  in  this  box 


Address 


City  /State/Zip. 
Account  No. 


MC  Interbank  No. 


Exp.  Date 


Signature. 


CS  is  mailed  in  an  envelope.  Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery.  AD  286 
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Follow  the  leaders! 
Catch  them  if  you  can 
at 


go<iloc 

aW  811  Lynnway  \ 

^  Lynn,  Massachusetts 


(617)5983700 


(617)598  3701 
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Jack  Gould  offers  you 
more  personalized 


service. 
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Unhappy  Birthday 


Sales 

Service 

Parts 

•  free  riding 
instructions 

•  free  road 

service 


Happy  Birthday,  Gemini 

Written  and  directed  by  Robert 
Benner,  from  the  play  by  Albert 
Innaurato. 

Starring  Madeline  Kahn,  Rita 
Moreno,  David  Marshall  Grant, 
Alan  Rosenberg,  Robert  Viharo 
By  Maida  Tilchen 
Happy  Birthday,  Gemini 
presents  that  long-awaited  sympa¬ 
thetic  and  realistic  gay  character. 
It  does  not  have  any  murders, 
suicides,  or  other  negative  por¬ 
trayals,  of  gays.  Happy  Birthday, 
Gemini  does  however  constantly, 
through  characterizations, 

dialogue,  and  visual  “jokes,” 
make  unbearably  cruel  fun  of  the 
following  types  of  people: 
women,  the  disabled,  epileptics, 
asthmatics,  obese,  aging,  Italians, 
Jews,  and  Catholics.  Aside  from 
the  one  gay  character,  the  only 
people  who  aren’t  directly  ridi¬ 
culed  are  two  young,  white,  rich 
and  beautiful  Harvard  students  — 
but  they  are  implied  to  be  stupid 
and  apathetic  because  they  are 
kind,  friendly  and  unjudgemental 
of  people  less  privileged  than 
themselves.  Happy  Birthday, 
Gemini  is  a  very  bizarre  movie, 
and  is  Hollywood’s  sickest  joke 
yet  on  the  gay  community.  See 
this  movie  and  you  will  see  a 
happy  ending  where  an  average 
looking  gay  guy  comes  out  and 
finds  acceptance  from  his  family 
and  friends.  But  the  price  paid  for 
this  positive  ending  is  two  hours 
of  slapstick  jokes  about  crippled 


people  tripping  over  their  own  feet 
and  women  beating  and  emotion¬ 
ally  torturing  their  children. 

This  movie,  which  has  already 
quietly  come  and  gone  in  Boston 
(perhaps  due  to  the  Windows  and 
Cruising  protests,  there  was  little 
publicity)  was  adapted  by  Robert 
Benner  from  the  play  Gemini,  by 
Albert  Innaurato  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
7,  No.  32).  Innaurato  is  apparent¬ 
ly  gay,  although  according  to 
Christopher  Street  of  March, 
1978,  “he  has  conscientiously 
avoided  the  label  ‘gay 
playwright’.”  Innaurato’s  play 
contained  most  of  the  same  cruel 
jokes,  although  Benner  added  all 
the  hilarious  epileptic  fits.  The 
movie  looks  like  a  filmed  stage 
play,  with  few  sets,  a  lot  of  over¬ 
acting,  and  the  action  entirely  in 
the  dialogue.  The  plot  is  very  sim¬ 
ple:  a  Harvard  seniro,  Francis 
Geminiani,  is  home  for  the 
summer,  staying  with  his  father  in 
a  South  Philadelphia  tenement. 
Two  of  his  college  friends,  Randy 
and  Judith,  drop  in  for  a  surprise 
visit,  and  Francis  is  embarassed 
by  the  earthiness  of  his  father  and 
neighbors.  Judith,  his  sometime 
lover,  tries  to  get  himbackin  bed, 
but  he  tells  her  that  he  is  gay  and 
in  love  with  Randy,  her  brother. 
How  Francis  resolves  his  relation¬ 
ships  with  his  father,  Judith,  and 
Randy  is  the  plot  of  the  movie. 
The  resolutions  are  positive  and 
inspiring  and  a  pleasure  to  see  on 
the  big  screen.  However,  Francis 


is  made  to  look  admirable  only 
because  he  is  quiet,  discreet,  calm 
and  asexual  while  everyone  else  is 
vulgar,  obnoxious,  and  weak. 
Francis’  attributes  come  from  his 
complete  terror  of  having  his  gay¬ 
ness  disclosed.  The  alleged  short¬ 
comings  of  the  other  characters 
come,  I  assume,  from  the  cruel 
and  cynical,  misogynist  and  mis¬ 
anthropic  imaginations  of  the 
playwright  and  screenwriter. 

I  do  have  a  theory  on  what 
might  have  motivated  the  hate- 
filled  characterizations  in  Happy 
Birthday,  Gemini.  Possibly,  the 
author  was  attempting  a  reversal 
of  past  Hollywood  movies  about 
gays.  For  example,  in  The  Boys  in 
the  Band,  several  very  stereotyped 
versions  of  gay  men  are  presented. 
During  the  movie,  each  man  has  a 
chance  to  tell  his  little  justifying 
story  and  humanize  himself,  so 
that  by  the  end  of  the  movie  the 
characters  are  all  individualized 
and  supposedly  more  sympathetic 
to  the  straight  viewer.  Happy 
Birthday,  Gemini,  perhaps,  is 
using  the  same  device,  but  with  a 
role-reversal:  it  shows  the  world 
through  a  gay  man’s  eyes.  Straight 
people  are  seen  in  their  stereo¬ 
typed  roles:  the  macho,  hairy- 
chested  stud  father;  the  ultra¬ 
religious  woman  who  has  extra¬ 
marital  sex;  the  promiscuous  and 
uncontrollably  lusty  woman;  the 
over-protective  yet  resentful 
mother  who  abuses  her  son;  the 
demanding,  seductive  girl-friend; 


the  indifferent,  laid-back  straight 
boy.  In  the  course  of  the  movie, 
all  these  people  tell  their  little 
justifying  stories  and  are  indivi¬ 
dualized  and  humanized  until 
finally  Francis  is  proud  of  his 
family  and  trusts  his  friends.  One 
could  say  that  Francis  viewed  the 
world  very  defensively  and  that 
caused  him  to  see  straight  people 
in  a  very  negative  and  threatening 
way.  In  the  movie,  he  has  a  lesson 
in  tolerance  which  leaves  him 
cleansed  of  his  bigotry.  I  admit 
that  this  movie  did  cause  me  to 
examine  my  own  defensive  atti¬ 
tudes  about  straight  people.  How¬ 
ever,  I  don’t  think  that  what  the 
world  needs  is  a  movie  to  teach 
gay  people  tolerance  of  straights.  I 
also  think  this  theme  could  have 
been  examined  without  all  the 
cruelty  and  oppressiveness 
towards  other  minorities. 

At  the  Boston  demonstrations 
against  Windows  and  Cruising, 


one  of  the  most  visible  and  sup¬ 
portive  groups  present  was  disab¬ 
led  people,  both  straight  and  gay. 
They  were  not  only  opposed  to  the 
films,  but  also  wanted  our  support 
in  their  protest  against  the  Sack 
Theatre  chain,  which  has  been 
refusing  to  modify  all  of  its 
theaters  for  wheelchair  access. 
Their  presence  at  the  demos  was  a 
terrific  example  of  the  bonds 
between  gay  liberation  and  other 
oppressed  minority  groups. 
Happy  Birthday,  Gemini  is  just 
the  kind  of  wedge  society  will  try 
to  drive  between  coalitions  such  as 
this.  The  positive  gay  theme  is 
emphasized  by  demeaning  the 
disabled  and  several  other 
minorities.  Gay  liberation  should 
not  be  achieved  at  the  expense  of 
other  disadvantaged  peoples. 
Don’t  help  Hollywood  celebrate 
hatred  —  stay  away  from  Happy 
Birthday,  Gemini. 


Film 


Bannon 

continued  from  page  9 
In  the  course  of  this  book, 
Beth's  “trip”  includes  the  re-entry 
into  her  life  of  a  former  lover  who 
is  now  psychotic  and  procedes  to 
shoot  herself  in  Beth’s  hotel  room. 
Beth  is  suspected  of  murder  and 
thrown  in  jail,  and  only  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  detective  whom  her 
husband  has  had  trailing  her, 
saves  her  in  the  end.  Coming  out 
of  jail,  Beth  now  pairs  with  (who 
else)  Beebo.  In  Beebo’s  eyes  she 
sees  a  promise  of  that  “glorious 
undeserved  chance  at  content¬ 
ment  that  Beth  had  no  right  to. ex¬ 
pect  from  fate.”  (p.222,  Journey 
To  A  Woman,  p.223) 

Beth,  Laura,  and  Bannon, 
keep  trying.  But  the  chance  for 


happiness,  when  it  is  believed  to 
be  undeserved  and  illegal,  seems 
minimal. 

In  Beebo  Brinker  (1962)  Ban¬ 
non  seems  to  have  recaptured 
some  of  the  hope  of  Odd  Girl 
Out.  She  can  even  create  a  les¬ 
bian  character  who  tells  Beebo, 
“Lesbian  love  doesn’t  have  to  be 
brief  or  heartbreaking  just  be¬ 
cause  it’s  a  love  between  two 
women  ...  I  want  to  teach  you 
that.”  (p.207) 

It  is  clearly,  for  Ann  Bannon,  a 
difficult  if  not  impossible  lesson  to 
learn.  It  is  important  for  us,  as 
readers,  to  remember  that  other 
lesbian  writers  were  drawing  dif¬ 
ferent  conclusions  from  the  same 
(and  different)  life  evidence.  But 
it  is  also  important  to  understand 


and  to  bear  witness  to  the  kind  of 
pain  which  is  behind  the  cliched 
writing  in  these  “pulp"  novels. 
This  pain  and  self  hatred  is  not 
our  only  past.  But  it  is  a  part  of  it. 


Odd  Girl  Out,  Ann  Bannon, 
Fawcett,  Gold  Medal,  1957,  re¬ 
print,  Amo  Press,  1975. 

I  Am  A  Woman,  Ann  Bannon, 
Fawcett,  Gold  Medal,  1959, 
reprint,  Amo  Press,  1975. 
Women  in  the  Shadows,  Ann 
Bannon,  Fawcett,  Gold  Medal, 

1959,  reprint,  Amo  Press,  1975. 
Journey  to  a  Woman,  Ann 
Bannon,  Fawcett,  Gold  Medal, 

1960,  reprint,  Amo  Press,  1975. 
Beebo  Brinker,  Ann  Bannon, 
Fawcett,  Gold  Medal,  1962. 


SISTER  ANGELA  Reader  &  Advisor/Palm  &  Card  Readings 

All  who  ore  successful /unsuccessful,  lucky/unlucky,  satisfied/unsatisfied  let  the  woman  who  knows,  help  you.  She 
removes  evil  influence  She  settles  lovers' qujirreli,  helps  you  gain  the  lost  love  and  affection  of  the  one  you  love  and 
shows  you  the  way  to  happiness.  She  names  friends  ona  enemies  and  tells  you  if  friends  are  true  or  false.  She  locates 

She*  doesSnoteclaPimPtor^e  God  She  is  just  a  servant  of  the  lord  who  was  brought  here  to  help  hymonity 

If  you  have  any  problem  concerning  the  post,  present,  future,  love  marriage,  business,  lawsuits,  finances,  health;  if 

you  are  in  trouble,  sick  or  in  love,  there's  no  problem  so  great  that  she  cannot  solve  _  .  -  _  _ 

524  Commonwealth  Ave.  in  Kenmore  Sq.  Boston  MA  •  Tel.247-7JS3  Open  daily  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

cnprinl  reading  with  this  ad 


$AVE  $1 00s  &  $100s 

special  price  to 
all  GCN  readers 
see 

Bob  Poitras 

for  details 
Includes  all 
Volkswagen  &  Oldsmobile 
products 
new  &  used 
THE  ENTIRE  LINE  OF  VW  PICKUPS 


Morrissey  Oldsmobile/Volkswagen  Pickups 

1 00  Quincy  Shore  Drive  No.  Quincy  MA 

V0LKSWAGEN/0LDSM0BILE  DEALERSHIP 


call  Bob  for  an  appointment  •  328-6300 


PILGRIM 

HOUSE 


Provincetown,  Mass. 

336  Commercial  Street 
487-0319 

The  oldest  inn  in  Provincetown 
has  the  newest  disco 
for  women  and  men 

DJ  —  Tita  Gray 

Memorial  Day  Weekend 
The  INA  RAY  BAND 
May  23,  24,  25  &  26 

ROOMS  STILL  AVAILABLE 
FOR  MEMORIAL  DAY 
FROM  $16 


THE  HOTTEST 
/ea/on  /tort/ 

mnv  i«  th 

eight  pm 

join  us 

Memorial  Doy 
weekend 

anABEi’i 

OGunouiT  •  mains 

for  information:  207/646-5008 
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THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


*  iY  * 

© 

Direct  from  New  York: 

Eyes  of  o  Stranger 

Tender  Moments 

Hailey's  Angels  X 

“Just  Blondes"  £ 

Boston’s  Best  A/t  /Bale  Show ! 

ir. 


J[ 


GREEN  LEAF 
FLORISTS 

VOT  Jf.ST  .4  P/..4.VT  STORE 

Flowers  Wired 


TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


•:*'  A 


Robert  S.  Haas,  MSW,  ACSW 

formerly  of 

Health  Associates  of  Provincetown,  Inc. 
announces  the  opening  of  his  private  practice  at 

The  Vendome 

160  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Suite  L-8 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
267-3202  Ans.  Serv.  266-5347 


Announcing 

the  mileage  machine 
that  runs  on 
Peanutbutter! 


The  rugged  Raleigh 
“Sports.”  Still  priced  less 
than  150  gallons  of  high- 
test  and  built  to  take  city 
streets  and  country  miles. 
According  to  our  best 
“Bicycle  Exchange  mileage 
estimate,”  the  Raleigh 
Sports  will  run  for  20 
miles  on  a  peanutbutter 
and  jelly  sandwich  (actual 
mileage  may  differ  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition 
of  the  rider). 


nr\  b  e.  91  b  e. 

jLU  M.P.G.  L  1  M.P.G. 
EST.  '  EST. 

sandwich  sandwich  and  milk 


No  frills?  Nonsense! 

The  unique  drive  system 
requires  no  fuel  other 
than  the  afore-mentioned 
PB&.J.  Now  that’s  luxury! 
And  headroom — the  sky’s 
the  limit!  So  don’t  limit 
yourself.  Get  into  the 
bicycle.  It  not  only 
transports,  it  transcends! 


3  Bow  Street,  Harvard  Square 
864-1300 

Tu.  We.  Fr.  Sa.  9-6  Th.  9-8 


the  ^  bkyde  exchange 
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS 


Subscription^ 

Newsstand 

Price 

Price 

□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$47.00 

$75.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$33.50 

$50.00 

□  1  year  (  50  issues) 

$17.50 

$25.00 

□  25  weeks 

$10.00 

$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$5.00 

$6.00 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  USA.  Add  20%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Name _ 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


Name. 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 

Signature  _ 

□  VISA 


□  MASTERCHARGE 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 

STAY  IN  TOUCH 
WITH  YOUR  COMMUNITY 
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NATIONAL  WOMEN'S  MUSIC  FEST. 
MAY  29  -  JUNE  1 

Featuring  Alive!,  Meg  Christian, 
Gwen  Avery,  Maxine  Feldman, 
Robin  Flower  &  Nancy  Vogl,  Terry 
Garthwaite,  Ellen  Mcllwaine,  Holly 
Near,  Teresa  Trull,  Robin  Tyler, 
Mary  Watkins,  and  more!  Write: 
NWMF,  BOX  2721  gen  Sta  A, 
Champaign,  IL  61820 _ 


JUST  FRIENDS 


HUDSON  LESBIANS 
GF  couple  wants  to  form  discreet 
social/support  group  w/other  GF’s  in 
Hudson/Marlboro  area.  Planning  get- 
together  to  make  friends,  laugh,  be 
ourselves.  If  interested,  write  us  and 
include  way  to  contact  you.  GCN  Box 
253 _ (43) 

GAY  C.S.  IN  BOSTON  AREA 
This  would  be  a  good  time  to  get 
together  for  mutual  support  and  shar¬ 
ing.  Annual  meeting  is  coming.  Contact 
Vicki  at  GCN  Box  255. _ (44) 

LF  on  So  Shore  would  like  to  play  non¬ 
competitive  tennis  with  other  LFs 
during  the  warm  months,  on  public 
courts.  GCN  Box  258. _ (45) 

MOPED  COUPLES 

Stable,  prof  GWF  couple,  non  drug 
users,  Moped  enthusiasts,  looking  for 
gay  Moped  couples  (GF  or  GM)  So. 
Shore.  Box  838,  Pembroke,  MA  02359. 

(45) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
If  anything  can  go  wrong,  it  will 
It  does,  it  has,  we  know  and  still 
We  try.  How  foolish. 

Only  love  is  not  foolish. 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

So  sorry  I  missed  you  last  week.  Thank 
you  for  the  card.  You  are  wonderful. 

WOMEN 

Tired  of  giving  more  than  you  get?  Want 
to  be  appreciated  for  yourself?  Receive 
mutual  thoughtfulness  without 
pressure,  obligation.  Get  what  you  give. 
Write  to  Rainbow  Lady.  This  offer  is 
limited.  GCN  Box  259. _ (43) 

GCN  staff  member,  recovering  from 
back  injury,  needs  vacant  house  in  the 
country  or  near  the  sea  for  a  week  or 
so.  After  20  wks  in  bed  in  Somerville, 
beautiful  surroundings  &  fresh  air  are 
doctor’s  orders!  If  you  can  help,  please 
call  GCN  about  Jit.  426-4469. _ (o) 

GWM,  30,  5 ’6’,  145  lb  would  like  to 
meet  a  gentleman  with  whom  to  build  a 
loving,  caring  mature  relationship.  I  am 
particularly  attracted  to  professionals 
40  plus.  A  touch  of  gray  or  a  bit  of  baby 
fat  ok.  Write  &  tell  a  bit  about  yourself! 
GCN  Box  260. _ (43) 

FIRST  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 
We  are  forming  a  new  club  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  there  are  many  Gay 
and  Bisexual  men  and  women  in  the 
Boston  community  who  are  sick  and 
tired  of  the  hassles  of  the  bar  and  disco 
scene  and  would  like  to  find  an  alterna¬ 
tive  means  of  meeting  other  adult  and 
intelligent  people  in  an  environment 
conducive  to  the  development  of  rela¬ 
tionships.  Our  experience  in  Europe  in 
the  realms  of  bringing  people  together 
through  personal  confidential  inter¬ 
views  has  provided  many  people  with  a 
happy  alternative  to  many  difficult 
situations  in  society.  Beginning  in  mid- 
June  we  will  be  having  private  parties 
strictly  by  invitation  only  for  our 
membership.  We  invite  all  interested 
persons  to  call  us  at  734-6151  and 
arrange  an  appointment  for  an  interview 
to  discuss  your  ideas  and  ours.  The 
direction  of  the  club  will  be  dependent 
on  the  desires  of  the  members. 
Whatever  the  membership  wishes  to  do 
for  activities,  within  reason,  will  be 
considered  and  acted  upon  for  the  good 
of  the  membership  as  a  whole.  Our 
Astrological  and  other  New  Age 
services  are  available  to  the  public, 
with  members  receiving  a  discount  on 
their  readings  or  classes. 

Sincerely,  Zodiac  International 

Lesbian  30  sks  honest,  idealistic 
friends  to  share  simple  pleasures  like 
beaching,  bicycling,  tennis,  dancing, 
exploring  the  cosmos,  etc.  GCN  Box 
254. _ (43) 

GWM  28,  145  lbs,  5 '8",  brn  hr/eyes  well 
educated  &  traveled  sks  to  meet  gay 
men  who  are  sincere,  educated  &  like 
travel,  sex,  sports,  talk,  shows,  dance, 
long  term  relationship.  GCN  Box  256. 
_ (43) 

ASIATICS  ATTENTION 
GWM  40  desires  young  18-30  Asiatics 
for  gd  time  personal  fulfillment  likes 
travel  interest  in  arts  no  SM  drugs  or 
fats  call  (201)  352-8163  collect.  (43) 

PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Older  GWM,  recently  retired  profes¬ 
sional,  seeks  similar  to  share  theater 
going,  car  trips,  possible  foreign  travel. 
GCN  Box  249. _ (43) 

GWF  seeks  GWF  50+  North  Shore  if 
possible  purpose  friendship-love. 
Come  on  I  know  your  out  there  drop  me 
a  line  P.O.  Box  3222,  Peabody,  MA 
01960.  (43) 


I  am  interested  in  meeting  young  male 
seeking  real  honest  companionship 
and  real  friendship  with  elderly  man. 
Home  to  share.  Shyness  and  inexperi¬ 
ence  OK.  Write  Mark,  Box  111,  River 
Rouge,  Ml  48218.  Phone  (313)  843-4868. 

No  collect. _ (46) 

Fm AY  TRAVEL  THRU  YOUR  CITY 

1  will  be  touring  the  US  during  July  & 

August  and  would  like  to  meet  people 
willing  to  show  me  around,  provide  info 
and/or  place  to  stay  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
intend  to  see  as  many  places  &  meet  as 
many  people  as  possible.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  can  write  to  John  Fazzino,  11 
Huntington  St.,  Hartford,  CT  06105  & 
provide  pertinent  info  about  self  & 
location. _ (44) 

Young  gays!  Just  coming  out!  Need 
encouragement?  2  M  lovers  secure  & 
affectionate  willing  to  share  friendship, 
write  us,  Astor  Sta:  Box  672,  Boston 
02123. _ (43) 

2  Gentle  GWM  seek  1  GM  to  service  a 

small  household  in  So  NH.  Gentle  per¬ 
son  —  no  S/M.  Room,  board,  plus  fair 
allowance.  Please  send  photo  and  des- 
cription  to  GCN  Box  252. _ (44) 


SERVICES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958.  Jc) 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (c) 


Lesbian  Movers 
4  Years  Experience 
Shana  and  Steph 
436-2583 


(48) 


WANTED 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

ACUPUNCTURE  AND  MASSAGE 
Dealing  with  emotional  and  physical 
stress  and  disharmony  for  wimyn. 
Karen  Black,  Cert.  Acupuncturist.  For 
appointment  call  926-8769. _ (45) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  The  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel.  Info: 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (44) 

HOUSE  CLEANED  GAILY 
Reasonable  rates. 

References  on  request. 

Call  625-5133. (c) 
MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 

 (40) 

BACK  BAY  LANDSCAPING 
We’re  a  small  company  offering  com¬ 
plete  landscape  and  gardening 
services.  Quality  work,  personal  atten- 
tion.  Bob  Toscano.  267-6188. _ (c) 


Counselors  needed  to  volunteer  for 
Women’s  Counseling  Collective  in 
Cambridge.  Call  492-8568  (leave  mes- 
sage). _ (44) 

JODS  WANTED 

GARDENER 

35  yr  old  wants  job  doing  gardening  or 
landscaping  for  individual  or  business 
in  the  Boston  area,  call  277-8569  any 
time.  (43) 


JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

ARCHITECT 

Gay-owned  Cambridge  Architect  firm 
seeks  resumes  of  architects  or  recent 
graduates.  We  hire  several  people  a 
year,  usually  in  a  rush,  and  like  to  give 
preference  to  gays,  but  have  had 
difficulty  finding  people  in  the  past.  If 
you  would  like  to  be  contacted  when 
openings  occur,  please  send  us  your 
resume.  Hugh  Russell,  18  Brattle  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138,  (617)  661-5880. 

(45) 

ROOMMATES _ 

2  GF  30+  semi-veg  sk  1  or  2  GF  to 
share  Ig  antique  house  w/frpls  in  Win¬ 
chester  close  to  T,  12  min  to  Bos.  No 
cigs.  536-4700, 10-5,  Linda. _ (48) 

JP  coll,  wants  3  people  for  July/Aug 
only.  $1 10/mo.  No  smoking,  no  pets. 
Call  Penny  522-1081  or  522-1209.  (44) 

Quiet  prof  GWM  seeks  responsible  GM 
roommate  to  share  large  5  rm  well-furn 
apt  next  to  Jamaica  Pond,  close  to  T. 
Call  Bob  522-3148. _ (45) 

GWM  38  unorthodox  conserv  liberal 
Iking  fr  GM  28-36  to  find  apt  in  Bost 
must  be  resp  no  drugs  to  $50/wk  Box 
501,310  Franklin  Bost  02110. _ (44) 

MAINE  IN  SUMMER 
GWM  photo  student  22  needs  place  to 
share  and  a  job  in  Rockport.  Can  you 
help?  David  GCN  Box  261. _ (43) 

SHAWMUT  STATION 
2  GM  sk  1  other  to  shr  10  rm  apt  in  Dor, 
conv  to  Red  Line,  comfortable 
neighborhood  &  living  situation.  Rnt 
$100  +  V3  util.  Call  Thom  9-11  am  or  aft 
9  pm,  282-8870.  (43) 


GM  graduate  business  student  seeks 
same  for  friend  and  roommate  to  find 
and  share  2  br  apt  in  west  suburbs. 
Looking  for  a  friendly,  quiet  and  easy- 
going  roommate.  Call  444-8210. _ (44) 

Working  nonsmoking  nonseparatist  LF 
seeks  home  in  Camb,  Som’vl,  Alst  or  on 
Red  Line.  I’d  like  to  share  food,  chores, 
some  meals.  I  enjoy  most  music,  quiet, 
ice  cream,  cycling.  Do  some  feminist 
politics.  Call  before  11  pm,  Ruth  at 
641-0472.  Want  to  move  by  July  1.  (44) 

2  les  &  16  yr  old  son  &  10  yr  old 
daughter  Ikg  for  2  men  &  1  woman  to 
live  in  JP  house  beg  July  1.  Semi-veg, 
no  smoke,  no  pets.  Want  a  warm  close 
group.  Shared  food  &  chores.  $1 60/mo 
includes  all.  Call  Penny  522-1081.  (44) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Lesbian  rmmte  wanted  to  live  w/2 
women,  1  lesbian  &  1  hetero,  in  sunny 
3rd  fl  Camb  apt.  Independent  but  friend¬ 
ly  household.  Drug  and  alcohol-free. 
$128/mo.  Starting  6/1  w/possible 
renewal  9/1.  Call  Amanda  or  Carol, 
491-2528  or  Amy  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

One  woman  seeks  4  others  to  re-form 
home  in  JP  starting  June.  Great  house 
90 +  .  Call  524-6209  soon.  Are  you  a 
turtle? _ (44) 

GWM  31  prof  seeks  GM  to  share  2  bdr  2 
bath  Brkln  apt  avail  July  1.  Lkng  for  prof 
late  20-30s  who  wants  to  live  with  non¬ 
lover  to  establish  a  home  environment 
offering  support,  sharing  and  com¬ 
munity  rather  than  simply  to  save 
money.  Likes:  cleanfiness  organization 
movies  sun  conversation.  Dislikes:  loud 
music  cigarettes  inconsideration.  Rent 
around  300.  Call  Jerry  (617)  734-0937. 

_ _ (43) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Harvd  undrgrad  GWM  20  seeks  student 
to  help  select  and  share  sublet  in  Camb 
vie  for  6/1-8/31.  Call  Andy  498-6438. 
Keep  trying. _ (43) 

4  gay  men  seek  one  other  to  share  a 
comfortable  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill, 
single  rm  100/mo  or  own  apt  150/mo 
445-3604,  Lee,  Bill,  Eric. _ (43) 

NEED  A  ROOMMATE  FOR  FALL? 
GM  music  student  seeks  apartment  to 
share  in  Boston  area  for  September.  Am 
22;  quiet,  studious,  sincere  —  would 
prefer  same.  Dave  (617)  731-2243.  (43) 

Camb-Som  line  nice  2  br  apt  needs  2nd 
resp  F.  Parking,  on  T,  big  kitchen, 
w/walk-in  pantry,  basement.  No  pet. 
$143+  util/gas  heat.  623-1374  eves / 
wknds. _ (42) 


HEAL  ESTATE 


Back  Bay  condominiums  on  Beacon  St, 

overlooking  Charles.  Queen  Anne  & 
Romanesque  design.  Unique,  exquisite, 
outrageous!  Need  I  say  more?  Marble  & 
stone  fireplaces,  hardwd  firs,  lots  of 
wdwrk,  many  windows,  bright  &  spa¬ 
cious.  1-bdrm  units,  w/parking  avail. 
13’/2%  rate  for  first  3  yrs  for  qualified 
buyers.  Prices  range  frm  $50,000  to 
95  000.  See  for  yrself!  Call  734-4141. 

(42) 


RESORTS 


PROVINCETOWN 

Fully-equipped  2  bedroom  condo  with 
water  view.  Sleeps  4,  no  pets.  Walk  to 
beach.  1  mile  from  downtown.  For  rent 
by  week  or  month.  Call  (617)  344-4729 
during  week  or  (61 7)  487-31 1 7  weekends 
for  information. _ (44) 

ROSE  &  CROWN  GUEST  HOUSE 
Comfort  and  Elegance 
At  the  heart  of  the  action 
158  Commercial  St  (617)  487-3332 
_ Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (44) 

SPRINGTIME  IN  VERMONT 
Head  for  the  hills!  Relax  and  enjoy  the 
splendor  of  the  countryside  at  the 
Inwood  Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT.  Info/res 
cal  I  Ron  or  Pete  (802)  633-4047.  (44) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 

CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  November. 

GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOMEN 
Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)487-3232. _ _ (8,8) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford.  Provi^retown  MA  f)?657 
(617<4*w  1197. 


FOR  SALE 


RIDES 


GM  seeks  rider  to  Denver  to  share  driv¬ 
ing  &  expenses.  Leaving  6-8-80  from 
NY.  Camping  &  motel  en  route.  Andrew 
367-9064.  Keep  trying. _ (42) 


MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster, 
K  we’ll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor,  while 
you  wait.  A  more  finished  product  for 
your  wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston.  523-7181.  Call  us! _ (8-3) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAN-BOY  LOVE  —  YOUTH  RIGHTS 
Political,  social,  educational  group  to 
support  intergenerational  relation¬ 
ships.  Write: 

NAMBLA,  Box  174,  NY,  NY  10018.(43) 


Do  you  fear  the  bar?  Too  uptight?  Mass 
Bay  is  offering  a  six-week  course  to 
teach  you  to  relax  in  the  bar.  For  more 
information,  call  Frank  Ring  at 
965-1311. _ (43) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

If  you’re  visiting  San  Francisco  next 
summer,  come  find  Old  Wives’  Tales 
Bookstore’s  new  location  —  1009 
Valencia  (at  21st  St.).  Come  on  in  and 
put  your  feet  up  out  of  the  patriarchy. 
_ (43) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SO.  END— WELLINGTON  ST. 

Ideal  location.  Two  1  br  apts,  quiet.  One 
needs  paint  and  care.  $300,  heat  inc. 
Other  has  skylights,  mod  bath.  $350, 
htd.  Sec  req.CII  227-6969. _ (44) 

SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 
Responsible  GF  sought  —  share  clean 
sunny  spacious  beautiful  Arlington 
home  w/yard,  nr  T,  $165  +  ut.  No  pets. 
Avail  June  20-Aug  31.  (617)  643-0322.(43) 

SOMERVILLE  SUBLET 
GM  seeks  summer  roommate  for  furn  2 
br  apt  near  Harvard,  Inman  Sq.  Call  Rich 
or  Stew  666-0280.  Good  cheap  deal.  (43) 
Clean,  quiet,  bright  room-apt,  sunny 
kitchenette,  share  bath.  By  the  Pru.  No 
smoke,  no  drugs,  please.  Nice  guys. 
267-7422. _ 

Boston,  S.  End,  newly  renovated  1  bdrm 
apt  in  secure,  clean,  adult,  owner- 
occupied  bldg,  laundry  in  bldg.  536- 
4012.  Sunny  &  quiet,  $285  no  util.  (43) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ ; _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines  _ 


First  4  lines 


LOST  A  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

_at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


Name 


Address 
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_ City _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 
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Quick  Gqy  Guide 


Dos  ton  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Ares  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Bo*  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston.  02108  5428114 

Chiltem  Mountain  Club  227-8167 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Clearspace,  Box  119,  104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108  2668103 

El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc. 

P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  3548133 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000  282-9161 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  Dee,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139  492-2655 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  do  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 

Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661 8248 

POLIT1CAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  266-6103,876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  4918968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  7428020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Suite  407, 739  Boylston  St.  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,5428837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  6618500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167 
Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  776-1487 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 

Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN  _ 

Arcadia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.) 

Cambridge  Women's  Center 
Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  feminist  Federal  Credit  Uni 

186V4  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center 
Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.) 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  5368518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  5363788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  9648996 

Unitarian  Unlversalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 


25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA 

742-2100 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

4928450 

Esplanade 

787-1084 

Fag  Rag 

661-7534 

Gay  Community  News 

426-4469 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM) 

353-2790 

Good  Gay  Poets 

2668103 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 

268-5800 

do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108 

426-9371 

Musically  Speaking  WMBR(88.1  FM) 

253-4000 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

6618975 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 

426-9444 

520  Comm.  Ave. 

739-2200  x58 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 

843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service 

864-8181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 

542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service 

542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Comer  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

965-1311 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 

2663444 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc., 

956  5293 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton,  02158 

BOOKS/BARS 

965-2040 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 

5428144 

02139 

8765310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

4918930 

252  Boylston  St. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

247-9308 

733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps  (Denln,  Men) 

262-2480 

27  Huntington  Ave. 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

2667778 

12  Wilton  St. 

Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

783-5701 

45  Essex  St. 

3368816 

Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room  (Leather.  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St.  247-0989 

Jacques  (Mixed.  Dancing) 

79  Broadway  3369066 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St.  3367547 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Prelude  (Women) 

Dartmouth  St. 

Saints  (Women)  354-8807 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter’s  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 

110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths) 

4LaGrangeSt.  4261451 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFOUMATIOHfSEAVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  7568730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-51 17 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  745-6966 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  4878387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


RELIGIOUS 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (48pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannls 
02601 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women's  Bookstore 
1087  Main,  01603 
Women's  Meeting  House 
89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT 


7718739 

999-1570 

7465873 

791-5127 

752-5905 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  7458556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (410) 

IHFORMATtOWSEUVICEfSOCIAl 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201  447-7818 

Gay  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union 

UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty. 

Box  771,  Greenfield  7738401 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 


247-4861  x58 
3548807 

661-3633 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 
Springfield  01108 

WOMEN 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 

5458883 

661-2537 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 

545-3438 

3548807 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

on 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

661-0450 

Southwest  Women’s  Center 

5458626 

6618015 

Womonfrye  Books 

586-6445 

628-5000  x793 

RELIGIOUS 

267-7992 

Dlgnlty/Sprlngfleld,  P.O.  Box  1604 

661-1316 

Springfield  01101 

STUDENT 

547-2302 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Connecticut  (203) 

IHFOUMATtOMISEUVICEfSOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-11  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525 


436-8945 

522-5575 

436-8945 

4368945 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

562-1007 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 

College,  P.O.  Box  1048,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  4368645 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  &  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031 ,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW.  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320  442-1807 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta, 

New  Haven  06520  4368945 


Dignity/Fairfield  County. 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O  Box  72, 

Hartford  06141 

Dignity/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  285, 

West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 
MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101 

MCC/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


2338325 
436-8945 
522-2646 
787-1518 
232-5110 
777  9808 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

Rhode  Island  (401) 

IHFQ6MATIOWSERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Help  Line 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 


751-3322 

728-9269 

728-6023 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 


333-1396 


363-2286 


851-6711 

7538360 


Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 
Providence,  02912 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912 
Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860 

STUDENT 


863-2189 


863-2189 


942-5368 


Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U„ 
Providence  02912 


863-3062 


RELIGIOUS 


Dlgnity/Provldence  7248132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFOKMATIOH/SE6VICEISOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785,  431-1541;  Keene  399-4927 
Nashua  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEN 


Paul  888-1305 


228-8049 


Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 

31  Union  St„  Concord  03301  228-8 

Concord  Bisexual  Support  Group 
67  Thorndike  St. 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN  _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


STUDENT 


Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

IHFORMATlOWSEUVICEfSOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 

Washington  County  Gays  223-6843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN  _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women’s  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 

Maine  (207) 

INFOUMATIONlSEUVICEfSOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 


Boothbay  Harbor 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance 
Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 


633-5264 


MEDIA 


SAGE,  Inc. 

487 A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 
26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.) 

WOMEN 


6758143 


All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 
Flushing  11358 
Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 


359-9204 

532-8669 

741-2610 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center. 

Rm  502,  110  E.  23rd  St  ,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  6778237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address;  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl.,  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St„  10004  242-6616 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001  989-6653 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT _ 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance  598-2597 

51  W.  4th  St.,  Rm  300,  10012 
Gotham  857  9th  Ave.  10019 

WBAI  Gay  Rap  279-0707 

STUDENT 


New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


598-7056 


Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

OCCUPATIONAL 


691-6969 

7258114 


Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 
PL,  Brooklyn  11217 


255-5969/499-1060 


New  York  Stote 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Wood  field  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline 
(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)4758857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail.  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)4628138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l 
do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)  271-6750 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(607)  797-3453 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 


(516)  791-5565 


(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(914)  948-4922 


Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEN/WOMEN _ 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDENT _ 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

New  York  City  (2(2) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011  6918057 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  9898653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  260-3944 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  6778237 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018  2428812 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  2558097 


(716)  2328521 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 
Rochester  14614 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  8ayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)2758181 
(518)  420-2134 
(516)  2467943 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 
Hamilton-KIrkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 
Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Unlv., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 
385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202 

MEDIA 


(518)462-6138 

(315)4758857 


Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)4628138 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


Calendar 

weekly  events 
Sundays 

Boston, M A  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  SB  Gov’t  Ctr).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell. 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  for 
info 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov’t  Ctr.).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 

and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1 ,  Mon, 

Wed.  &  Fri  at  6.  Into:  367-2776 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 

Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 

2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe.  Osgood  St, 
7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243  W. 
20th  St  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting^  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St.,  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave  and  12th  St.,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 
Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  Coffeehouse,  326  Kater 
St.  4-8pm.  For  info  on  other  activities  call  WA2- 
1623  or  928-1919. 


coming  events 

ALL  OUR  VOICES  ...  ALL  OUR  VISIONS. 
Theme  of  this  year’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Weeks  and  June  21  Parade.  We  have  to  hustle 
some  bucks  to  do  enough  publicity  and  get 
good  entertainment.  Send  a  little  something 
today  to:  Pride  '80,  c/o  Beth  Kelley,  285 
Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge.  MA  02139. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


may  16  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Nurses  Alliance  get  ac- 
guainted  get-together.  4:30pm.  Somewhere, 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  performance  of  Joe 
Orton's  “Loot”  for  Gay  Community  News  by 
The  Court  Repertory  Theatre,  Berkeley  and 
Marlborough  Sts.  7pm.  $5.  Additional  per¬ 
formances  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings  until  May  31.  Tickets  available  at 
Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  and  Bostix 
542-3200. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  monthly  brunch  (third  Sundays)  for 
lesbian  mothers,  gay  fathers,  children,  lovers 
and  friends.  Info:  492-2655. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  DOB  Noon  Picnic  at 
Magazine  Beach  (opposite  Stop  'n  Shop)  fol¬ 
lowed  by  softball  at  3.  Info:  661-3633.  Rain 
date  May  25. 

Boston,  MA  —  Marcia  Womongold  will  dis¬ 
cuss  her  anti-pornography  drive  on  Now  We’re 
Talking,  WCAS  10am. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Marching  Band  of 
Boston.  Rehearsals  of  the  first  and  third 
Sundays  of  each  month.  4:30-6:30pm  at 
Somervill  Women's  Center.  38  Union  Square. 

Boston,  MA  —  Feminist  composer/musician 
Therese  Edell  will  appear  in  concert  with 
Betsy  Lippitt  at  the  Boston  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon.  Tickets  $5  in  advance  (Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  New  Words  and  Women’s  Empor¬ 
ium)  or  $6  at  the  door.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  Weekly  public  affairs  program  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  men,  10:30am. 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info: 
473-6864  or  595-1692.  Meets  every  Sunday  ex¬ 
cept  May  25. 

mondays 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Self-defense  classes 
offered  by  Amandla/People's  Security  at 
Martin  Luther  King  School.  7-9pm.  Write  for 
info  to:  P.O.  Box  114,  Auburndale,  MA  02166. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

New  York,  NY  —  Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm, 
meets  second  Mons.  at  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women’s  Center.  243  W.  20th  St.  691- 
5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  10pm.  279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community  Marching 
Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at  Medusa’s  Revenge, 
10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  864-1700,  x709.  Musicians, 
twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 

New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  rehear¬ 
sal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men  welcome. 


fuesdays 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


19  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  Chorus.  See  May  12. 

Boston,  MA  —  Women's  Poetry  Jam.  Boston 
Arts  Group,  367  Boylston,  3rd  floor.  $3.  10pm. 
Info:  262-2010  ext  271. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  Chorus  rehearses  from  7:30-10:30pm  at 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square).  Women  and  men 
welcome.  Just  starting!  Info:  Ellen  354-8271, 
Peter  731-1609,  or  Jeff  523-1093. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

20  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Bi-annual  Gay  Community 
News  membership  meeting.  6:30pm.  22  Brom¬ 
field  St.  (near  Park  St.) 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  WAY  (WBUR,  90.9  FM) 
will  feature  a  taped  interview  with  singer- 
Songwriter  Meg  Christian.  8:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Cambridge  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meeting  for  new  members  and  dis¬ 
cussion  of  upcoming  elections  and  legisla¬ 
tion.  Info:  354-0133. 

New  York,  NY  —  Michele  Pouget  will  talk 
about  how  "I  sleep  alone  and  love  it”  to  a  les¬ 
bian  audience.  West  Side  Discussion  Group, 
26  Ninth  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  donation.  Women. 

21  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Concert  benefit  for  Women 
Against  Sexual  Harassment  at  UMass  Boston. 
Musick  for  the  Generali  Peace.  Baroque 
chamber  music.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  $4  donation. 
New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teacher's  Assoc/NYC 
Rap  Group.  7:30pm.  Info:  877-0063. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week 
planning  meeting.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7pm.  Everyone1 
welcome. 

22  thurs 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  LAYOUT.  SEE  THURSDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS! 


Boston,  MA  — Gay  Way  radio  program.  (WBUR, 
90.9  FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David 
Soda  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 

Plainfield,  VT  — (WGDR,  91.1FM)  Braddlee  and 
guests.  Call  in!  Open  access-community  radio. 
Midnight  on. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  — -  OUT  HERE!  Rap  group  organ¬ 
ized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14  to  21. 
Info:  266-6103. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  StiGov’t  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 
8- 10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Assoc,  meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  Flouse, 
Harvard  Yard,  8-10pm.  Info:  495-5476. 

Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House.  South¬ 
ern  Vermont  Lesbian’g-Gay  Men  s  Coalition.  7- 
11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the  Square.  Re-1 
freshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info  call  Kevin 
387-GAYS 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  279- 
0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Cof¬ 
feehouse.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 


fhursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  aide).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51,  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 


New  York,  NY  —  The  political  scene  as  con¬ 
cerns  gay  people.  Gay  Women’s  Alternative. 
Universalist  Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th 
St.  8pm.  $3  contribution.  All  women  welcome. 
New  York,  NY  —  Concert  by  New  York  Com¬ 
munity  Gay  Marching  Band.  West  Side  Dis¬ 
cussion  Group.  26  Ninth  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  con¬ 
tribution. 

20  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT. 
HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Shirley,  NY  —  POWDER  RIDGE  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  OF  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  MALE 
FEMINIST  SOCIALISTS.  MAY  23-26.  See  ad 
this  issue  for  details. 

New  York,  NY  —  New  York  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band  concert  at  Cooper  Union’s 
Great  Hall,  E.  7th  St.  and  3rd  Ave.  8pm.  Tickets 
at  Oscar  Wilde  Bookstore,  Womanbooks  and 
the  Sensuous  Bean. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Blrdwatch- 
ing  at  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery,  Cambridge.  Info: 
Barbara  (617)  367-0394. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Weekend  of 
camping  and  biking  on  Martha’s  Vineyard. 
Info:  John  (617)  275-1336. 

Boston,  MA  —  Fourth  Annual  Round-Up  for 
Gay  Persons  in  AA  will  be  held  in  Boston.  Info: 
523-8259. 


24  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Book  Party  for  Margaret  Cruik- 
shank,  editor  of  The  Lesbian  Path.  Drop  by  to 
have  your  book  signed.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  2:30-5pm. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Program  for 
lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  Meet  us  at  MIT, 
Walker  Memorial  Bldg,  142  Memorial  Drive 
(between  Mass  Ave  and  Kendall),  Room  306. 
1:30pm.  Picnic!  We’ll  bring  food,  you  bring 
frisbees,  kites  etc. 


25  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
1:30-4pm.  Newcomers  especially  welcome! 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Hike  and  pic¬ 
nic  at  Blue  Hills,  MA.  Info:  John  864-0823. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women’s  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340. 

fridays 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
field  (near  Park  St.  aubway  atop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  Iona  or  aa  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  aend  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Man  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 

Boston,  MA  — 'Musically  Speaking’  with  Melanie 
Berzon.  Women's  radio  program:  Jazz,  R&B, 
women's  music,  ideas,  events  Information. 
1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1FM)  Call  494-8810  for 
input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming.  7-9pm 
all  ages  Lindemann  Center  (near  Gov’t  Ctr)  Info 
367-2776. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Rec.  Activities.  Basketball. 
7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov't  Ctr.)  Info:  282- 
9161. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  252  County 
St.  7pm.  996-3343. 

Saturdays 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Youth 
Collective  Meetings  for  women  14-21. 12  noon 
on.  Info:  861-0949. 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Outings  and  pro¬ 
jects  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  Ever, 
Saturday  afternoon.  Info:  266-6103. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group.  Peer 
rap  about  youth  liberation.  80  Fifth  Ave. 
(NGTF  office).  741-5800. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Atheist  League  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  Speaker  from  NY  Civil  Liberties  Union  dis¬ 
cusses  separation  of  church  and  state.  5pm. 
Zuckerman  Studio,  231  W.  18th  St.  (3rd  fl). 
New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Parents  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men/NY.  Metropolitan  Duane 
Methodist  Church.  Seventh  Ave.  &  W.13th  St. 
3pm. 


27  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Lea  Hopkins,  black  poet  and 
lesbian  mother  will  be  on  the  "At  Noon"  TV 
show  on  Channel  7.  To  be  In  the  studio  audi¬ 
ence,  call  Sunta  at  725-2962. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Images  of  Women  in  Litera¬ 
ture:  Two  Dramatic  Portraits."  Sponsored  by 
the  Boston  Women's  Art  Alliance.  Next  Move 
Theatre,  955  Boylston  St.  8pm.  $6.  Info: 
625-7499. 

New  York,  NY  —  Four  lesbian  poets  read  from 
their  works:  Audre  Lorde,  Joan  Larkin,  Susan 
Jordan  and  Susan  Sherman.  Main  Stage  1, 424 
W.49th  St.  8:30pm.  $4. 

26  wed 

New  York,  NY  —  Concert  by  the  Big  Apple 
Gay  Men's  Chorus  and  Cori  Jean  Ellison, 
mezzo  soprano.  Classical  music  by  gay  com¬ 
posers  and  popular  selections.  8pm.  $3  dona¬ 
tion.  Church  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  28th  St.  and 
9th  Ave. 

29  thurs 

Champaign,  IL  —  National  Women's  Music 
Festival.  May  29-June  1.  Info:  (217)  333-6443. 

jun  3  tues 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Janus  House  Resource 
Network  for  Lesbian  Mothers.  Discussion 
about  work.  7:30pm.  21  Bay  St.  Childcare 
available  by  calling  661-2537  a  week  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

5  thurs 

Atlanta,  G A  —  Second  Annual  Southeastern 
Lesbian  Writers  Workshop.  June  5-8.  Central 
Georgia.  Write:  Womanwrites,  P.O.  Box  5502, 
Atlanta,  GA  30307 


